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NEXT  WEEK. 

The  Chemist  and  Druggist  will  go  to  press  a  day  earlier 
next  week  owing  to  the  Christmas  Holidays.  All  communi- 
cations to  the  Editor  should  be  delivered  at  42  Cannon  Street 
by  Tuesday's  mails.  Advertisements  for  the  Supplement 
should  be  received  by  the  Publisher  not  later  than  Tuesday, 
where  possible,  but  all  received  by  the  first  post  on  Wednesday 
morning  will  be  inserted,  and  those  received  later  will  be 
inserted  in  the  issue  of  January  3,  1903. 

INSETS. 

The  Winter  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  will  be  pub- 
lished on  Saturday,  January  31,  1903.  We  can  receive  for 
insertion  in  it  circulars  and  price-lists.  The  Publisher  has  shown 
us  an  artistic  booklet  that  he  has  prepared  in  regard  to  the  issue, 
and  he  will  send  a  copy  to  any  interested  advertiser.  It  will  give 
ideas  as  well  as  facts. 


Alcohol  is  a  burning  question  this  week. 

Duty-free  Pure  Alcohol  has  been  granted  to  univertities 
&c ,  in  the  United  Kingdom  <p  1012). 

Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  suggests  that,  if  it  is  given  for  research,  the 
logical  sequence  is  to  give  it  for  manufactures  (p.  1027). 

We  give  the  gist  of  what  the  Joint  Spirit  Committee  of  the 
London  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Society  of  Chemical  Industry 
is  doing  in  regard  to  the  latter  project  (p.  1012  and  p.  1013). 

Mr.  E.  J.  Millard  communicates  particulars  in  regard  to 
German  denatured  alcohol  (p.  10151,  and  we  give  some  facts  re- 
garding the  duty-free  alcohol  question  in  U.S.A.  (p.  1016). 

A  Novel  adulterant  of  mace  is  described  on  p.  1002. 
About  a  dozen  festivities  are  reported  on  pp.  1008-9. 
A  Step  Further  in  the  titles  question  is  noted  on  p.  1C04-. 
" Xrayser  "  tells  of  a  visit  to  the  "Gegeniiber"  establishment 
(p.  1011). 

A  Curious  Case  arising  from  an  artificial-camphor  process  is 
reported  on  p.  996. 

The  case  stated  in  regard  to  the  influenza-pastilles  proceedings 
will  be  found  on  p.  1007. 

St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  Dispensary  was  visited  by  the 
C.A.A.  last  week  (p.  1002). 

The  Poisons  Committee's  Eeport  is  not  likely  to  be  made 
public  for  two  months  (p.  1020). 

Some  more  articles  have  been  added  to  the  P.A.T.A.  list  as  a 
result  of  the  Convention  (p.  1022'. 

Those  who  subscribed  for  shares  in  Eau  de  Cologne  (Limited) 
are  getting  their  money  back  (p.  1017). 

Particulars  regarding  present-day  electro-therapeutics,  by 
Mr.  Frank  A.  Einger,  are  given  on  p.  1002. 

The  Chemical  Society's  Meeting  this  week  was  devoted  to 
several  exceptionally  good  subjects  (p.  1005). 

Maud  Marsh  died  of  antimonial  poisoning.  Chapman  bought 
tartar  emetic  from  a  Hastings  chemist  (p.  996). 

The  loose  way  in  which  potassium  cyanide  is  used  in  factories 
is  exemplified  in  a  poisoning-case  noted  on  p.  998. 

An  Edinburgh  Lady  has  died  from  poisoning.  Strychnine  is 
said  to  have  been  dispensed  in  error  for  exalgin  (p.  999). 

Correspondents  write  complaining  that  company- chemists' 
branches  are  not  always  managed  by  qualified  men  (p.  1028). 

We  show  in  an  article  on  p.  1013  how  the  Patents  Bill,  which 
awaits  the  Eoyal  assent,  will  modify  the  monopoly  in  inventions. 

The  case  of  Horlick  v.  Lloyd  in  regard  to  malted-milk  food  has 
been  settled,  defendant  agreeing  to  a  perpetual  injunction  (p.  1017)^ 

Particulars  in  regard  to  the  plague-serum  which  killed  many 
persons  in  India  have  been  given  by  Lord  George  Hamilton 
(p.  1021). 

A  Bootle  Eetailer  has  been  fined  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  for  selling  rhubarb  pills  in  place  of  blue  pills 
(p.  1018). 

Dr.  H.  A.  D.  Jowett  shows  in  a  letter  on  p.  1027  that  jaborandi 
and  aconite  preparations  cannot  be  standardised  on  the  total- 
alkaloid  basis. 

Interesting  chemical  and  dispensing  queries  by  Edinburgh 
chemists'  assistants,  with  answers  by  Mr,  William  Duncan,  are 
printed  on  p.  1003. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  recovered  a  penalty  from  a 
Liverpool  chemist  who  used  poison- labels  with  an  old  address 
upon  them  (p.  1017). 

Mr.  E.  J.  Parry  replies  to  Messrs.  Schimmel's  criticism  of  his 
statement  that  continental  lavender  oil  cannot  be  valued  bj  its 
ester-content  (p.  1028). 

A  Verdict  of  Manslaughter  against  a  Spalding  chemist  has 
been  returned  by  a  Coroner's  jury  (p.  997).  We  comment  upon  a 
statement  by  the  Coroner  (p.  1014). 

Amongst  the  names  in  our  obituary  column  are  Mr.  James 
Aitken  (Edinburgh),  Mr.  John  Bainbridge  (Chesterfield),  Dr. 
Bruno  Hirsch  (a  noted  German  pharmaceutical  writer),  and  Mr. 
Tinline,  of  Newcastle  (p.  1021). 

With  the  near  approach  of  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  Christ- 
mas holidays,  business  has  slackened  down,  and  changes  in  value 
are  unimportant.  Carbonate  of  ammonia  is  lower  and  benzol  is 
higher.  Cartagena  ipecacuanha  has  been  in  demand,  and  higher 
prices  are  asked.  Essential  oils  are  quiet,  lemon  being  firm  at 
the  advance  (p.  1023). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  tender  of  Mr.  R.  Prince,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  for 
the  supply  of  drugs  to  the  Longton  Cottage  Hospital  has 
been  accepted. 

The  expenditure  on  drugs  for  the  Barnsley  Workhouse  has 
increased  from  12s.  per  quarter  to  139Z.  18s.,  and  the  matter 
is  to  be  looked  into. 

At  Greenwich  on  December  12,  Messrs.  E.  Cook  &  Co. 
(Limited)  were  fined  5?.  and  4s.  costs  for  removing  offensive 
matter  through  the  streets  in  an  unsuitable  vehicle. 

The  Shifnal  Board  of  Guardians  on  December  15  decided 
not  to  grant  the  request  of  Dr.  Gourlay,  the  workhouse 
medical  officer,  to  provide  drugs  by  contract  for  the  infirmary 
surgery. 

The  case  of  Kodak  (Limited)  v.  the  London  Stereoscopic 
Company  will  not  come  on  for  hearing  in  the  High  Court 
until  the  Christmas  Vacation  is  over,  nor  are  the  medicine- 
stamp  cases  likely  to  come  on  earlier. 

The  Peterborough  County  Council  has  appointed  Mr, 
William  Elborne,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Peterborough, 
county  analyst  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Mr.  Elborne 
already  holds  the  appointment  of  city  analyst. 

Mr.  Asquith,  K.C.,  M.P.,  presented  the  certificates  to  the 
successful  students  at  the  City  Polytechnic  on  Decem- 
ber 15,  and  amongst  those  successful  in  the  chemistry 
examination  were  several  students  of  the  Imperial  College  of 
Pharmacy. 

The  Llandudno  Bench  on  December  15  fined  Courtenay 
Raymond  Is.,  and  costs,  for  placing  strychnine  on  land  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  cats.  For  the  defence  it  was 
urged  that  Raymond's  was  the  most  humane  way  of  killing 
cats,  and  a  case  is  to  be  stated  for  appeal. 

A  quaint  list  of  articles  abandoned  by  passengers  on  the 
London  and  North- Western  Railway  system,  and  offered  for 
sale  at  Kingsland  Road,  N.E.,  last  week,  included  sixty-two 
boxes  of  seidlitz  powders,  twenty-eight  volumes  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Journal,  and  a  cask  of  chillies. 

Last  Christmas  time  we  casually  noted  how  attractive 
was  the  showroom  of  the  Erasmic  Company  at  117  Oxford 
Street,  W.  It  has  again  been  specially  fitted  up  and 
decorated  for  Christmas,  and  retailers  can  get  some  ideas 
from  the  fine  display  of  perfumes  and  other  toilet-prepara- 
tions. 

William  P.  Thomas,  chemist,  Abersychan,  had  a  dispute 
with  Mrs.  Holmes,  a  customer,  regarding  the  purchase  of 
some  alum.  Mr.  Thomas  pushed  his  customer  out  of  the 
shop,  and  she  fell  on  the  pavement,  and  in  consequence  of 
her  injuries  she  was  laid  up  for  several  days.  At  Pontypool 
Court,  on  December  13,  Mr.  Thomas  was  fined  15s.  for 
assault. 

A  youth  named  Holland  pleaded  guilty  to  breaking  into 
the  shop  of  Mr.  G.  M.  Cobb,  chemist  and  druggist,  North- 
gate,  Halifax,  on  two  occasions  (see  C.  §  D.,  December  6, 
page  923),  and  was  committed  to  a  reformatory  for  three 
years.  Holland  was  found  secreted  in  a  neighbouring  shop- 
keeper's premises  on  December  10,  and  the  proceeds  of  the 
robbery  at  Mr.  Cobb's  were  found  at  his  home. 

Artificial-camphor  Trouble. 

At  Brentford  Police  Court  on  December  15,  before  Mr. 
Montagu  Sharpe,  the  Chemical  Society  of  Roubaix,  Uxbridge 
Road,  Southall,  were  summoned  for  having  detained  a 
quantity  of  chemical  and  analytical  apparatus,  the  property  i 
of  Messrs.  E.  S.  Gronow  and  E.  M.  Binnie.  Mr.  Abinger, 
barrister,  who  prosecuted,  said  the  defendants  were  a  French 
Society  having  a  branch  at  Southall,  where  they  were 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  turpentine.  The  prosecutors 
were  the  inventors  of  a  process  for  making  artificial 


camphor,  and  for  this  purpose  they  hired  a  cottage  at 
Southall.  One  night  they  found  the  cottage  had  been 
broken  into  and  their  apparatus  stolen,  together  with  some 
of  their  process.  From  information  they  received  they 
went  to  the  defendants'  premises,  and  saw  the  manager,  who 
'  declined  to  let  them  in  or  give  them  any  information.  They 
therefore  applied  to  the  Justices  for  a  search-warrant,  and 
the  police,  acting  under  it,  found  the  missing  apparatus  on 
the  defendants'  premises.  Its  return  was  demanded,  but 
refused.  The  Chairman  :  Why  were  these  people  not  given 
into  custody  1  Mr.  Abinger  :  If  I  had  been  advising  in  the 
case  I  should  have  told  my  clients  to  prosecute.  Mr. 
Gronow  gave  evidence  in  support  of  these  statements,  and 
in  cross-examination  said  he  had  not  called  to  see  the 
solicitor  or  the  heads  of  the  firm.  Mr.  Morrice,  for  the 
defence,  called  Mr.  W.  B.  Cowell,  manager  for  the  Society, 
who  said  that  Mr.  Gronow  did  not  see  him,  nor  had  he 
asked  for  his  apparatus.  When  the  police  came  with  the 
warrant  he  was  offered  the  things,  but  refused  them.  Mr. 
Morrice  said  there  was  a  lot  behind  the  evidence,  but  it  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  case.  The  Chairman  ordered  that 
the  articles  be  given  up,  and  the  defendants  pay  costs. 

The  Southwark  Mystery. 

The  sensational  charge  of  poisoning  against  a  Southwark 
publican  has  taken  a  new  turn  by  the  appearance  of  Dr. 
Stevenson,  of  the  Home  Office,  in  the  witness-box.  The  man 
Chapman  is  charged  with  the  wilful  murder  of  Maud  Marsh 
by  arsenical  poisoning.  The  evidence  of  Mr.  R.  Bodmer,  F.I.C., 
consulting  chemist  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  who 
examined  the  stomach  and  contents  of  the  deceased  woman 
at  the  request  of  the  medical  man  who  had  attended  her, 
was  to  the  effect  that,  by  means  of  Reinsch's  test,  he  dis- 
covered arsenic  and  antimony.  A  second  analysis,  by  means 
of  Marsh's  test,  corroborated  his  former  finding,  the  amount 
of  antimony  far  exceeding  that  of  arsenic.  Dr.  Stevenson 
detailed  the  post-mortem  appearances,  and  his  evidence  was 
especially  interesting  from  the  fact  that  he  seems  at  once  to 
have  disagreed  with  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  doctors 
that  the  woman  died  from  poisoning  by  arsenic.  His  sub- 
sequent analysis  proved  the  truth  of  his  contention,  for  he 
found  tartar  emetic  in  the  stomach,  abdomen,  liver,  kidneys, 
and  brain  in  the  following  proportions  : — 


Metallic  Tartar 

antimony  emetic 

Stomach                   0-23  gr.  0'64  gr. 

Abdomen                 5  99  gr.  16-64  gr. 

Liver                        0-71  gr.  198  gr. 

Kidneys                   0-14  gr.  0-39  gr. 

Brain                       0'17  gr.  0  47  gr. 


Besides  these  amounts  there  was  a  certain  quantity  spread 
throughout  the  body,  which  he  had  not  estimated.  Anti- 
mony was  present  in  every  tissue  and  organ.  Minute  quanti- 
ties of  arsenic  were  found,  but  antimonial,  not  arsenical, 
poisoning  was  the  cause  of  death.  Arsenic  was  often  found, 
he  said,  in  preparations  of  antimony.  The  taste  of  antimony 
could  be  covered  by  food  or  liquid.  It  might  be  administered 
per  rectum,  and  would  be  equally  poisonous  if  introduced 
into  the  bowels  by  that  way.  In  this  case  he  judged  that 
one  large  dose  must  have  been  taken  by  the  mouth  within  a 
few  hours  of  death.  In  an  apparently  empty  medicine-bottle, 
which  he  had  received  from  the  police,  he  found  a  white 
powder  adhering  to  the  side  of  the  bottle,  which,  on  analysis, 
proved  to  be  bismuth  and  antimony,  in  almost  equal  propor- 
tions. An  indiarubber  enema-syringe  was  coloured  red  by  a 
process  in  which  antimony  was  used,  but  the  antimony  was 
inert,  and  could  not  be  extracted  by  soaking. 

At  the  resumed  hearing  on  December  17,  Mr.  William  Henry 
Davidson,  chemist,  Upper  Western  Grove,  Brighton,  formerly 
in  business  at  66  High  Street,  Hastings,  said  when  he  was 
in  business  he  kept  the  usual  register  of  poisons.  He  was  in 
business  in  April,  1897.  He  knew  George  Street,  Hastings, 
and  he  knew  the  prisoner  kept  a  barber's  shop.  He  had 
identified  the  prisoner  amongst  others  that  morning  as  having 
purchased  tartar  emetic  at  his  shop.  He  was  in  the  prisoner's 
barber's  shop  a  day  or  two  before  the  sale  of  the  poison,  and 
the  prisoner  then  asked  him  if  he  would  let  him  have  1  oz.  of 
tartar  emetic.  Witness  agreed,  and  on  April  3  Chapman 
came  to  the  shop  and  was  supplied.  In  the  poisons-book  the 
prisoner  made  an  entry,  "  Purposes  for  which  required — to 
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take."  He  signed  it  "  G.  Chapman."  One  oz.  of  the  poison 
was  supplied  in  powder  in  a  wide-mouthed  bottle  labelled — 

Poison— tartar  emetic;  dose  i  gr.  to  J  gr.  To  be  used  with 
caution. 

He  had  had  conversation  with  Chapman  about  medical 
books,  and  he  supplied  him  with  two  books  which  were  pro- 
duced. One  was  a  book  of  general  recipes.  Witness  was 
shown  a  Pharmacopoeia.  It  was  similar  to  the  one  he  had  sold, 
but  he  could  not  say  it  was  sold  to  Chapman.  In  cross- 
examination  witness  would  not  swear  to  selling  Chapman 
more  than  one  book,  and  he  did  not  think  he  had  ever  sold 
tartar  emetic  before.  After  other  evidence  Chapman  was 
again  remanded. 

Birmingham  News. 

Chemists  are  engaged  in  selecting  their  Christmas  goods 
and  window-exhibits  at  present,  and  several  well-known 
"  road  "  men  now  in  Birmingham  looked  in  at  the  "  smoker  " 
at  the  Great  Western  on  December  11. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Dance,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  had  charge  of 
Mr.  Poole's  Handsworth  business,  has  joined  Messrs. 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  having  gone  to  South  Africa  on 
their  behalf.  It  seems  as  if  Birmingham  were  a  happy 
hunting-ground  for  adventurous  spirits,  Mr.  Pinfield,  from 
Messrs.  Bellamy  &  Wakefield's,  having  likewise  recently 
migrated. 

The  chemists'  apprentices  have  had  an  innings  this  week 
at  the  College  of  Preceptors'  examination,  held  at  the  Mid- 
land Institute.  There  were  sixty  to  seventy  candidates, 
mostly  destined  for  the  pharmacy,  medical,  and  dental  pro- 
fessions ■  At  the  Temperance  Institute  a  separate  examination 
for  females  was  held,  when  forty  attended,  many  of  whom 
are  well  on  the  way  to  the  Minor. 

It  is  stated  that  as  early  as  the  year  1825  a  meeting  was 
held  at  the  old  Royal  Hotel,  Birmingham,  called  by  Mr. 
R.  T.  Cadbury,  a  progenitor  of  Messrs.  Cadbury  of  Bourne- 
ville,  and  then  a  Bull  Street  tea-merchant,  to  endeavour  to 
shorten  the  hours  of  business  in  the  town.  This  precursor 
of  the  early-closing  movement  was  successful  in  effecting  a 
slight  improvement  in  the  working  hours  of  shopkeepers. 

A  Nurse's  Mistake. 

A  long  discussion  took  place  at  a  meeting  of  the  Lambeth 
Board  of  Guardians  regarding  the  dismissal  of  a  nurse  who 
had  caused  the  death  of  an  inmate  by  giving  carbolic  lotion 
in  mistake  for  "house-mixture.''  A  Coroner's  jury  had 
exonerated  the  nurse  from  all  blame,  and  a  petition  from  257 
inmates  of  the  workhouse  had  been  presented,  asking  that 
the  nurse  might  be  allowed  to  resume  duty,  but  a  committee 
had  decided  that  she  must  be  dismissed.  Several  Guardians 
were  in  favour  of  reinstating  the  delinquent,  but  the 
decision  of  the  committee  was  ultimately  upheld.  Some  sug- 
gestions for  the  storage  and  care  of  poisons  are  to  be  adopted. 
In  the  course  of  the  discussion  it  was  stated  that  the  bottle 
containing  the  fatal  lotion  "  was  painted  red  two-thirds 
down  the  neck." 

Poisoned  by  Paregoric. 
The  death  of  Charles  Warwick  Gunn,  aged  32,  who  kept  a 
drug-store  at  Aston  Road,  Birmingham,  was  the  subject  of 
an  inquiry  by  the  local  Coroner  on  December  12.  The 
evidence  showed  that  during  the  last  two  years  the  deceased 
had  been  medically  attended  for  pneumonia,  heart-disease, 
and  consumption.  He  had  been  able  for  some  time  past  to 
attend  to  business,  but  was  taking  a  cough-mixture.  On 
December  7  Mrs.  Gunn  was  awakened  by  the  heavy  breathing 
of  her  husband  She  called  in  a  doctor,  but  death  occurred 
early  in  the  morning.  Mrs.  Gunn  said  she  had  never  known 
her  husband  take  any  narcotic  except  paregoric,  and  that  in 
his  cough-mixture.  Deceased's  assistant  declared  that  no 
poisons  were  kept  in  the  shop.  Dr.  Whitehouse,  who  was 
called  in,  said  he  found  the  deceased  in  a  comatose  con- 
dition, and  he  did  not  regain  consciousness.  He  found 
traces  of  morphine  in  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  and  he 
informed  the  jury  that  cough-mixture  containing  parsgoric 
would  have  a  certain  amount  of  morphine.  When  he  first 
saw  deceased  he  gave  antidotes  for  opium-poisoning.  He 
attributed  death  to  morphine-poisoning,  acting  on  a  weak 
constitution. 


A  Coroner's  Law. 

The  inquest  on  the  body  of  Thomas  Stevenson,  a  Spalding 
farmer,  who  died  after  taking  some  medicine  supplied  by 
Mr.  H.  A.  Gibson,  a  Spalding  chemist  (see  C.  §  D.,  Decem- 
ber 13,  page  961),  was  resumed  at  Spalding  on  December  15, 
before  the  Deputy-Coroner,  Mr.  C.  E.  Bonner.  Mr. 
H.  S.  Maples,  solicitor,  represented  Mr.  H.  A.  Gibson,  and 
Mr.  L.  C.  Harvey,  solicitor,  watched  the  proceedings  in  the 
interest  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  father  of  the  deceased.  Further 
evidence  as  to  the  actual  taking  of  the  medicine  having 
been  heard,  Dr.  Power,  of  Spalding,  who  assisted  at  the 
second  post-mortem  examination,  said  that  the  taking  of 
the  medicine  containing  strong  ammonia  would  be  sufficient 
to  account  for  the  symptoms  shown,  but  the  medicine  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  enlargement  of  the  liver.  Dr. 
Perry,  re-called,  said  an  emetic  was  absolutely  the  wrong 
remedy  to  administer  in  such  a  case,  but  as  the  emetic  sent 
by  Mr.  Gibson  had  no  effect,  it  did  no  harm.  The  acetic 
acid  first  administered  was  the  proper  treatment.  Witness 
doubted  very  much  whether  deceased  would  have  recovered 
even  if  a  medical  man  had  been  called  in  earlier.  The 
Coroner,  addressing  the  jury,  said,  with  regard  to  what 
appeared  to  be  the  law  on  the  subject,  that  he  wanted  them  to 
be  particularly  careful.  The  Pharmacy  Act  laid  down  that  no 
chemist  should  practise  medicine  or  surgery  or  any  branch 
of  medicine  or  surgery,  and  he  was  bound  to  tell  them  that 
if  any  chemist  prescribed  as  Mr.  Gibson  had  prescribed  in 
this  case,  he  was  practising'  medicine,  and  he  had  contra- 
vened the  Pharmacy  Act.  By  so  doiDg,  he  had  made  himself 
legally  liable  for  the  consequences  of  his  act,  and  in  a  case 
of  this  kind  where  death  had  resulted,  there  was  no  doubt 
Mr.  Gibson  was  liable  for  that  act  of  commission  by 
prescribing  as  he  had  done.  There  had  been  several  cases 
on  this  point,  but  he  did  not  propose  to  refer  to  them  at  that 
time.  He  had  consulted  one  of  the  best-known  Coroners  in 
London,  Mr.  Wynne  Baxter,  who  had  advised  him  that  in 
this  case  it  was  his  duty  to  put  the  matter  very  strongly 
before  the  jury,  that  there  having  been  an  offence  under 
this  Act,  it  was  their  duty  to  bring  in  a  verdict  of  man- 
slaughter. The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  manslaughtei 
drawn  up  as  follows  : — 

That  the  deceased  died  from  the  effects  of  a  dose  of  medicinf 
wrongfully  prescribed  by  Mr.  Henry  Atkin  Gibson. 

Three  of  the  jury  of  fifteen  dissented  from  the  verdict.  The 
Coroner  committed  Mr.  Gibson  for  trial  at  the  Assizes,  baU 
being  allowed. 

The  Poisons  Committee's  Report. 

At  the  instance  of  Mr.  Geo.  S.  Woolley,  President  of  the 
Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association,  a  meeting  of  divi- 
sional secretaries  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  held  at 
the  Victoria  Hotel,  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  to  consider  the 
action  to  be  taken  on  the  issue  of  the  report  of  the  Govern- 
ment Committee  on  Poisons  in  the  event  of  the  report  being 
considered  prejudicial  to  the  public  safety  or  an  encroach- 
ment on  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868.  A  reso- 
lution dealing  with  the  subject  was  agreed  to. 

Football. 

"  Square  "  School  F.C.  v.  London  School  of  Pharmacy  F.C. — 
An  Inter-Pharmacy  League  match  between  these  teams, 
played  at  Wormholt  Farm  on  December  13,  resulted  in  a 
win  for  London  by  4  goals  to  2.  There  was  consider- 
able excitement  as  to  the  result,  neither  team  having  been 
beaten  in  the  League  this  year.  From  the  first  the  game  was 
very  fast.  London  scored  twice,  and  the  "  Square "  boys 
once,  in  the  first  half.  Early  in  the  second  half  London 
put  the  issue  beyond  doubt,  as  Spouncer  scored  twice  in 
rapid  succession.  The  "  Square  "  scored  their  second  goal 
mainly  through  the  instrumentality  of  Smith,  who  played  a 
good  game  for  his  side. 

The  "Week's  Poisonings. 

Since  our  last  report  thirteen  deaths  from  poisoning  are 
recorded.  These  include  six  from  laudanum,  three  from 
carbolic  acid,  and  one  each  from  chlorodyne,  morphine, 
strong  solution  of  ammonia,  and  sulphur.  The  laudanum 
cases  occurred  at  Liverpool  (two),  Limehouse,  E.,  Burton 
Overy,  Halifax,  and  West  Melton.    Four  of  these  were 
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apparently  suicides,  but  at  Liverpool  and  Halifax  overdoses 
were  taken  by  habitual  laudanum-drinkers.  Carbolic  acid 
was  taken  by  a  widow  at  Birmingham  (who  obtained  it  from 
Mr.  Hill,  chemist,  Dudley  Koad,  on  the  pretence  that  it  was 
for  disinfecting),  by  a  bank-clerk  at  Finsbury  Park,  and  by  a 
young  woman  at  Pontefract.  A  railway-clerk  named 
Thomas  Potter  Taylor  died  in  Alexandra  Park,  Manchester, 
after  swallowing  the  contents  of  several  bottles  of  chloro- 
dyne ;  and  the  morphine  case  is  reported  elsewhere.  The 
Spalding  farmer's  death  from  ammonia-poisoning  is  dealt 
with  on  page  997.  A  child  at  Lowestoft  got  hold  of  some 
sulphur  matches,  sucked  off  the  heads,  and  died. — At  an 
inquest  at  Bamford  on  December  12,  touching  the  death  of 
a  married  woman  named  Gaskill  from  narcotic-poisoning,  it 
was  stated  that  the  deceased  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
taking  patent  medicines  for  a  weak  heart,  but  there  iwas 
no  evidence  to  show  how  the  narcotic  was  administered. — 
The  circumstances  attending  the  death  of  Sarah  Ann  Avery 
(19),  a  scourer  in  the  plating-shop  of  a  cycle-factory  at 
Coventry,  were  the  subject  of  an  inquiry  last  week.  De- 
ceased returned  to  work  shortly  after  dinner,  and  suddenly 
fell  down  dead  in  the  workshop.  Dr.  H.  H.  Kendrick  attri- 
buted death  to  syncope.  Mr.  H.  E.  Brothers,  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories,  suggested  that  in  all  probability  the  cyanide  of 
potassium  and  the  nitric  acid  used  in  the  plating- shop  might 
have  come  in  contact  with  each  other,  and  given  off 
poisonous  fumes,  by  which  the  deceased  was  affected.  The 
foreman  stated  that  this  was  impossible,  as  the  two  acids 
were  kept  in  different  parts  of  the  shop.  A  witness  named 
Ada  Hinton,  who  worked  with  the  deceased,  said  she  under- 
stood that  the  potassium  solution  with  which  they  worked 
was  poisonous,  but  they  did  not  receive  any  special  instruc- 
tions with  regard  to  it.  The  employes  generally  took  lunch  into 
the  shop  with  them,  but  before  partaking  of  it  "  swilled  "  their 
hands.  There  was  no  proper  lavatory  accommodation  provided 
for  this  purpose.  The  Coroner  commented  on  the  fact  that  it 
was  unusual  for  a  girl  of  deceased's  age  to  die  of  syncope,  and 
urged  that  in  working  with  so  dangerous  a  poison  as  cyanide 
of  potassium  every  precaution  should  be  taken.  He  thought 
it  a  most  dangerous  thing  for  the  girls  to  take  their  lunch  into 
the  factory.  The  smallest  portion  of  this  chemical  would 
produce  death,  and  it  could  be  easily  conveyed  from  the 
hands  to  the  mouth.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  that  death 
was  caused  by  syncope,  and  that  there  was  no  evidence  as 
to  what  produced  that  condition. 


3v\&b  IRews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Christmas  "Window. 

Messrs.  S.  Connor  &  Sons,  Hill  Street,  Newry,  are  making 
a  special  show  of  Christmas  goods — perfumery  and  soaps — 
the  perfumes  being  gathered,  according  to  the  Belfast  Tele- 
graph, from  "  Persia,  the  south  of  Europe,  India,  and  the 
gardens  of  the  world." 

Business  Change. 

Mr.  A.  Farrington,  L.P.S.I.,  proprietor  of  the  pharmacy, 
Wexford  Street,  Dublin,  has  removed  to  new  premises  at 
Dolphin's  Barn,  South  Circular  Road,  in  the  same  city. 

A  Bipe  Old  Age. 

Mr.  William  Stamer,  aged  nearly  100,  and  probably  one  of 
the  oldest  apothecaries  in  Ireland,  died  on  December  13  at 
Ennis.  He  qualified  as  an  apothecary  in  1833,  and  was  for 
over  fifty  years  an  official  of  the  Clare  Infirmary. 

Is  it  only  a  Bum  our  ? 

Mr.  George  D.  Beggs,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland,  has  in  view  the  revival  of  the  evening 
scientific  meetings  of  the  Society,  on  the  lines  on  which  they 
were  conducted  by  the  late  Mr.  Downes.  The  meetings  have 
been  in  the  past,  unfortunately,  very  sparsely  attended,  but 
Mr.  Beggs  is  hopeful  that  he  will  be  able  to  overcome  this 
difficulty,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  1903  will  see  ths 
restarting  of  the  meetings. 


Personal. 

At  a  meeting,  on  December  15,  of  the  Belfast  Young  Men's 
Camera  Club,  Mr.  D.  W.  Elliott,  L.P.S.I.,  was  awarded 
second  place  in  a  Society's  lantern- slide  competition. 

A  Misapplied  Testimonial. 

Sir  Wm.  Whitla,  Belfast,  complains  in  the  Lancet  that  an 
opinion  he  gave  some  years  ago  on  the  merits  of  Warburg's 
tincture  is  being  used  as  a  recommendation  of  "  Dr.  Carl's 
ague-specific."  The  specific  emanates  from  Bombay,  and 
probably  the  proprietors  thought  Sir  William  would  never 
hear  of  the  barefaced  manner  they  were  using  his  name. 


Scotcb  mem 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Kermath,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been 
elected  to  the  Parish  Council  of  St.  .  Andrews  and  St. 
Leonards. 

A  Doctor  Poisoned. 
Dr.  John  Green,  of  76  Roselea  Drive,  Dennistoun,  Glasgow 
died  in  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary  from  poisoning.  De- 
ceased, it  is  stated,  had  been  taking  laudanum  to  alleviate, 
pain  and  counteract  insomnia,  and  took  an  overdose. 

Football. 

The  return  match  between  the  students  of  the  Royal  Dis- 
pensary School  of  Pharmacy  (Mr.  W.  Duncan)  and  the 
Central  School  of  Pharmacy  (Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie)  was  played 
on  December  13  at  Hawkhill.  The  result  was  a  win  by  3  to  2 
in  favour  of  the  Royal  Dispensary  students. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

The  Assistants'  Association  gives  a  dance  on  January  7, 
1903.  Tickets  may  be  had  from  Mr.  F.  Bewglas,  Secretary, 
733  Dumbarton  Road. 

Boots  (Cash  Chemists)  have  a  large  displayed  advertisement 
on  the  front  page  of  the  leading  local  daily.  "  Chemist  and 
druggist "  heads  the  list  of  departments  given. 

An  up-to-date  city  chemist  exhibits  a  picture  of  Caracas, 
the  Venezuelan  capital,  in  his  window,  and  it  attracts  crowds 
who  incidentally  contemplate  the  chemist's  own  specialities. 

La  grippe  is  invading  the  city,  and  has  already  claimed  as 
victims  some  prominent  local  pharmacists,  including  Mr. 
John  McMillan  and  Mr.  R.  Tocher.  Both  gentlemen  are 
now  convalescent. 

Principal  Storey,  of  Glasgow  University,  is  of  opinion  that 
the  extinction  of  the  kelp-industry  in  the  Hebrides  is  due 
less  to  economic  pressure  than  to  local  lack  of  enterprise 
and  adaptability  to  changed  conditions. 

The  sessional  programme  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of 
Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association  will  be  issued  shortly. 
It  includes  an  open  night  in  February  to  discuss  the  burning 
pharmaceutical  questions  of  the  hour — and  tea,  coffee,  and 
louns. 

Local  chemists'  socials  reveal  an  immense  amount  of 
musical  and  histrionic  talent  on  the  part  of  members  of  the 
craft,  and  the  talent  is  often  of  such  a  high  order  that  one 
is  surprised  that  its  possessors  have  not  sought  to  cultivate 
and  practise  it  professionally. 

There  seems  to  be  no  lack  of  pharmacy  students  as  yet, 
At  the  dinner  of  the  West  of  Scotland  College  of  Pharmacy, 
the  principal,  Mr.  Barrie,  announced  that,  owing  to  the 
growth  and  expansion  of  his  classes,  it  had  become  necessary 
to  get  additional  accommodation. 

Dr.  John  Young,  whose  death  took  place  on  December  13, 
had  held  the  Chair  of  Zoology  in  Glasgow  University  since 
1866.  He  was  also  lecturer  on  geology  and  curator  of  the 
Hunterian  Museum.  His  versatility  did  not  end  here,  since 
he  was  a  good  authority  on  numismatics,  a  good  amateur 
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musician  and  painter,  and  a  public-spirited  citizen  with  a 

keen  and  practical  passion  for  municipal  and  political 
affairs. 

Antimony  or  Ipecac.  ? 

Three  youths,  employed  as  carriage-cleaners  at  the  Cale- 
donian Railway  Station,  Edinburgh,  were  bound  over  under 
the  First  Offenders  Act  at  the  Edinburgh  Police  Court  on 
December  16  for  stealing  bottles  of  beer.  Refreshments  had 
been  missed  from  the  saloon-pantries  for  some  time,  and 
the  attendant,  in  order  to  catch  the  culprits,  put  an  emetic 
into  a  bottle  of  beer,  and  awaited  developments.  A  few 
hours  later  one  of  the  accused  became  violently  sick,  and 
had  to  be  sent  home.  A  search  of  the  pantry  showed  that 
the  "doctored"  beer  was  gone,  and,  on  the  police  inter- 
viewing the  sick  one,  he  confessed  everything  and 
implicated  the  other  two. 

Alleged  Fatal  Dispensing  Error. 

The  Edinburgh  Evening  News  of  December  17  says  : 
"  There  has  just  come  to  light  a  serious  mistake  on  the  part 
of  a  chemist  which  has  resulted  in  the  tragic  death  of  an 
Edinburgh  lady.  The  lady,  who  resided  in  the  north  side  of 
the  town,  and  was  the  daughter  of  a  well-known  Edinburgh 
gentleman,  received  from  the  chemist  what  purported  to  be 
a  harmless  dose  for  the  relief  of  headache.  The  chemist, 
however,  had  fatally  blundered  in  what  he  supplied  her 
with.  He  had  somehow  given  her  strychnia  for  phenacetin, 
and  the  result  was  the  tragic  death  of  the  lady  on  Saturday. 
We  understand  that  the  circumstances  of  the  unfortunate 
fatality  are  being  inquired  into  by  the  authorities." 

Our  Edinburgh  correspondent  telegraphs  on  Thursday  as 
follows : — 

Mrs.  Edith  Hope-Robson,  daughter  of  a  well-known  Edinburgh 
citizen,  met  her  death  on  Saturday  last  under  very  sad  circum- 
stances. It  appears  that  her  medical  attendant  had  written  out  a 
prescription  containing  exalgin  as  one  of  the  ingredients,  and  it 
was  handed  to  a  chemise  in  the  vicinity  of  her  residence  to  be  dis- 
pensed. It  fell  into  the  hands  of  an  assistant ;  he,  unfortunately, 
mixed  strychnine  in  place  of  the  exalgin,  and  the  lady  died  within 
an  hour  or  two  after  she  took  the  medicine.  The  young  man  who 
dispensed  the  prescription  was  regarded  as  a  careful  assistant. 
The  matter  is  being  investigated  by  the  Procurator-Fiscal. 

An  Assistant's  Case. 

Sheriff  J.  P.  Grant  had  before  him  at  Inverness  on  Monday 
the  case  of  Boyd  v.  Macdonald,  in  which  James  Boyd,  a 
chemist's  assistant  in  Edinburgh,  sued  W.  S.  Macdonald  (of 
Mayor's  Drug-stores)  for  51.  4s.  salary  in  lieu  of  a  month's 
notice  on  the  ground  of  wrongful  dismissal  on  October  28. 
Defendant  was  first  called,  and  stated  that  he  engaged  Boyd 
in  June.  The  month's  trial  was  satisfactory,  but  afterwards 
Boyd  worked  indifferently,  and  he  gave  him  notice.  Boyd 
improved,  and  he  gave  him  another  chance.  He  refused  on 
one  occasion  to  take  his  turn  at  night-duty,  and  on  repeated 
occasions  overslept  himself  until  after  11.30  a.m.  When 
this  happened  again  on  October  28  he  dismissed  him.  Two 
assistants  of  defendant  corroborated.  The  pursuer,  in  his 
evidence,  said  night-duty  was  not  mentioned  in  the  engage- 
ment, and,  as  to  oversleeping,  the  only  occasion  Mr.  Mac- 
donald had  to  send  for  him  was  after  a  night  on  duty. 
The  Sheriff,  after  hearing  the  solicitors  on  both  sides,  said 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  deciding  in  favour  of  the  defendant, 
with  expenses. 


jfrencft  1Rcw0. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Pharmacists'  Assistants. — At  the  last  quarterly  meeting 
of  the  Syndicate  of  French  Pharmacists'  Assistants,  a 
resolution  was  passed  in  favour  of  the  adhesion  of  the 
Syndicate  to  the  "Federal  Union  of  Employes  of  Commerce,. 
Industry,  and  the  Liberal  Prof essions."  This  Union  embraces 
various  bodies  of  wage-earners  (outside  what  are  usually 
termed  the  "  working  classes  "),  such  as  clerks,  commercial 
travellers,  teachers,  &c,  and  is  organised  to  ensure  a 
corporate  action  on  points  of  common  interest,  while  leaving 
each  body  free  to  act  in  its  own  special  lines.  The  Phar- 
macists' Assistants'  Syndicate  has  changed  its  committee 
recently,  and  many  of  those  who  organised  it  and  have,  up 
to  the  present,  taken  a  leading  part  in  its  proceedings  have 


retired  from  the  body.  Whether  this  change  is  for  the  better 
or  the  worse  has  yet  to  be  proved. 

Mutual  life  Assurance. — The  Association  Confrater- 
nelle  des  Pharmaciens  Francais,  which  exists  for  the  purpose 
of  mutual  life  assurance  amongst  pharmacists,  has  called  a 
general  meeting  of  its  members  for  the  month  of  January 
next.  The  letter  calling  the  meeting,  which  is  signed  by 
M.  Leger,  Secretary  of  the  Association,  and  pharmacist  at 
Chesnay  (Seine  and  Oise),  states  that  the  number  of  par- 
t;cipating  members,  which  at  the  commencement  three  years 
ago  was  410,  is  at  present  620,  including  men  and  women. 
There  have  been  fourteen  deaths,  and  a  sum  of  7L030f.  has 
been  paid  to  the  heirs  of  deceased  members.  The  business 
to  be  transacted  at  the  general  meeting  in  January  will 
include  a  proposal  to  allow  ladies  over  45  years  of  age — at 
present  excluded  by  the  rules — to  become  members. 

English  Pharmacy  in  France. — A  few  days  ago  1  had 
occasion  to  go  out  to  Chantilly,  near  Paris,  the  great  centre 
for  training  racehorses  in  France,  and  took  the  opportunity 
to  call  on  Mr.  John  Jarvis,  jun.,  in  the  Avenue  de  la  Gare, 
who  opened  an  English  pharmacy  there  some  time  ago. 
There  is  a  large  resident  English  population  in  the  town, 
principally  composed  of  trainers,  jockeys,  and  other  people 
connected  with  the  horse-racing  world,  which  numbers 
about  3.000  persons,  and  I  found  Mr.  Jarvis  nicely  settled 
in  an  attractive  pharmacy  fitted  on  English  lines,  and 
apparently  well  satisfied  with  business.  In  fact,  it  looks  as 
though  an  English  pharmacy  in  the  town  was  almost  a 
necessity.  Mr.  Jarvis  has  a  good  knowledge  of  horses,  and 
is  consequently  quite  at  home  amongst  his  customers  at 
Chantilly.  He  is  the  elder  son  of  the  well-known  English 
pharmacist  of  the  same  name,  who  has  been  established 
many  years  at  Pau.  Mr.  Jarvis  is  one  of  the  few  Englishmen 
of  the  younger  generation  who  possess  the  French  diploma 
of  pharmacien,  and  he  also  has  the  English  qualification. 
His  younger  brother,  Dr.  Charles  Jarvis,  has  started  in 
Paris  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  year  as  a 
physician  ;  he  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the 
limited  number  of  foreigners  who  have  successfully  com- 
peted for  the  appointment  of  "interne"  (house-surgeon)  .in 
the  Paris  hospitals — a  much-envied  title  amongst  practitioners 
in  France. 

Paris  School  of  Pharmacy. — The  students  returning 
to  the  school  after  the  long  vacation  have  found  it  swept 
and  garnished.  The  first  floor  is  so  transformed  as  to  be 
hardly  recognisable,  the  wide  corridor  (the  entire  length  of 
the  building)  which  formerly  constituted  its  leading  feature 
having  disappeared.  The  space  thus  gained  has  been  partly 
utilised  for  the  mineralogical,  materia-medica,  and  crypto- 
gramic  collections  (including  a  handsome  set  of  models  of 
the  various  species  of  fungi),  but  largely  for  the  extension  of 
the  library.  Dr.  Dorveaux,  the  librarian,  has  long  assailed 
the  powers  that  be  with  his  complaints  of  insufficient  space, 
and  has  at  last  obtained  satisfaction  in  that  leisurely  but 
thorough  fashion  which  characterises  the  French  administra- 
tion. The  old  library,  which  formerly  served  as  a  book- 
store, librarian's  office,  and  professors'  library,  as  well  as  the 
students'  reading-hall  and  the  periodical-room,  has  now  been 
entirely  devoted  to  the  two  latter  uses.  The  pharmaceutical 
periodicals  (these  collections  are  numerous,  complete  and 
polyglot  in  their  character,  including  a  pile  of  a  Cannon 
Street  journal  which  needs  not  naming  here)  are  arranged  at 
one  end,  with  a  large  table  for  readers;  the  rest  of  the  hall  is 
for  the  students.  A  separate  room,  where  the  files  of  special 
scientific  magazines  (zoology,  botany,  &c.)  are  ranged  for 
consultation,  is  reserved  as  a  professor's  reading-room,  the 
librarian's  snug  little  office  being  hard  by.  The  book-store 
is  separate,  a  labyrinth  of  shelves  (with  appliances  such  as 
sliding-ladders,  book-hoists — the  one  lofty  storey  has  been 
converted  into  a  two- floor  building  to  increase  space),  circular 
iron  staircases,  portable  electric  lights,  which  arouse  the 
wonder  of  the  mere  laymeD.  Many  of  these  odds  and  ends 
were  designed  by  Professor  H.  Gautier  of  the  school,  who 
is  an  ex-"Pipo''  (student  of  the  Polytechnic  School  of 
Engineering,  &c).  In  fact,  so  vast  is  the  book-store  that  just 
now  it  presents  a  beggarly  array  of  empty  shelves.  K  But 
don't  you  fret,"  remarks  the  librarian;  "they  will  soon  fill 
up.  I've  been  short  of  space  long  enough,  and  have  taken 
my  precautions."  The  alterations'  cost  something  like 
4,000/ ,  I  believe. 
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(From  our  own  Correspondetits.) 


Nit?.— The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by  orJer  to  all 
t'\i  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societie3  iu  British  South  Africa, 
ylz.  :  — 

South"  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Gape  Colony. 
Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


A  Change  of  Style.— The  chemist  and  druggist  business 
hitherto  carried  on  in  Adderley  and  Stockenstroom  Streets, 
Cradock,  Cape  Colony,  under  the  style  of  A.  E.  &  H.  C. 
Austen,  will  in  future  be  conducted  under  the  style  of  A.  B. 
Austen  &  Co. 

FOR  Christmas. — We  have  received  from  Messrs.  W.  N. 
Cooper  &c  Co.,  of  Mafeking  and  Kimberley,  a  pretty  blotting- 
pad,  calendar,  and  diary.  The  get-up  is  very  fetching — a 
dark-haired,  English-looking  maiden  in  summery  attire 
appears  in  a  border  of  gold  on  the  front  cover,  while  the 
calendar  for  1903  is  on  the  back.  Enclosed  is  a  "  Gardening 
Guide,"  also  issued  by  Messrs.  Cooper  &  Co.,  which  gives 
advice  as  to  when  and  what  to  sow  (and  incidentally  what 
to:buy)  to  reap  the  full  benefits  of  the  vegetable  and  floral 
beauty  of  the  country,  and  to  keep  the  body  in  health. 

Natal  Notes. — From  December  1  the  Natal  Customs 
Department  have  included  in  the  "  free-in-transit "  list 
(inter  alia)  "  cyanide  of  potassium  and  other  materials  ex- 
clusively intended  for  the  separation  of  metals  from  ore,  &c, 
with  the  exception  of  sulphuric  acid." — The  Natal  Parlia- 
ment has  dissolved,  and  we  are  in  the  exciting  throes  of 
another  general  election  (writes  our  Durban  correspondent 
on  November  22).  Sir  Albert  Hime's  Ministry  is  appealing 
to  the  country  on  the  railway  question,  its  policy  being  to 
dQuble  the  present  main  line ;  whilst  the  Opposition  is 
strongly  advocating  the  new  alternative  double  main  line. 
The  General  Manager  of  the  N.G.  Railways  has  issued  a 
lengthy  report  dealing  with  the  various  schemes  (four  in  all) 
brought  forward,  and  is  very  pronounced  in  declaring  that 
the  alternative  scheme  is  by  far  the  best  for  the  general 
welfare  of  the  colony ;  consequently  feeling  is  running  very 
high.  The  return  of  the  Opposition  members  to  power  is 
expected,  but  by  a  narrow  majority.  Sir  J.  Liege  Hulett, 
who  was  recently  knighted,  has  resigned  the  speakership  of 
the  House,  and  has  been  chosen  as  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, so  will  probably  be  our  next  Prime  Minister. 

Vinolia  in  A  'Ricksha. — When  a  representative  from 
42  Cannon  Street  was  in  Durban  early  last  month  he  caught 
Mr.  Alfred  Salinger  with  his  camera.    This  is  the  result : — 


Mr.  Salinger  is  going  over  South  Africa  again  with  "Vinolia 
sample-cases,  instead  of  the  gun,  knapsack,  &c,  which  he 
carried  when  he  was  one  of  the  C.I.V.  He  was  starting  on 
fcis  business-round  when  the  camerist  snapped  him. 


Transvaal  Notes. 

Johannesburg,  November  24. 

Chemist  to  Viscount  Milner. — We  continue  to  recei.-e 
letters  protesting  against  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Lewis  to 
this  position.  One  correspondent  particularly  objects  on 
the  ground  that  he  is  "a  foreign  subject." 

Mixers'  Phthisis. — The  Government  has  appointed  a 
commission  to  inquire  into  and  report  on  miners'  phthisis, 
a  subject  which  is  greatly  exercising  the  attention  of  all 
interested  parties  on  the  Rand  at  the  present  time. 

New  Business.  —Messrs.  Petersen  &  Co.,  of  Cape  Town, 
are  about  to  open  a  pharmacy  and  wholesale  business  in 
President  Street,  Market  Square,  Johannesburg,  in  the 
premises  at  one  time  occupied  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Dukes. 

Civil  Supplies. — The  Director  of  Civil  Supplies  has 
issued  a  notification  that  the  system  of  issuing  permits  for 
the  importation  of  goods  will  be  discontinued  as  from 
December  1,  on  which  date  outstanding  permits  will  be 
regarded  as  cancelled. 

A  Specific. — Gall-sickness  amongst  cattle  is  very  pre- 
valent at  this  season  of  the  year.  The  disease  is  much 
dreaded  by  farmers,  since  it  involves  them  frequently  in 
serious  loss.  Mr.  E.  J.  Adcock,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
Krugersdorp,  claims  to  have  discovered  a  really  reliable 
cure  for  the  disease,  which  he  is  placing  on  the  market. 

The  Metric  System. — With  reference  to  the  adoption 
of  the  metric  system  of  weights  and  measures,  concerning 
which  a  favourable  resolution  was  passed  at  the  Conference 
of  Colonial  Premiers,  the  committee  of  the  Chamber  of 
Mines,  Johannesburg,  intimate  their  cordial  approval  of 
same,  and  state  their  willingness  to  co-operate  in  giving  it 
effect.    It  is  intended  that  it  should  apply  to  currency. 

Business  in  the  Rand  Pharmacies  is  of  the  "nothing- 
to-complain-of  "  order.  With  the  approach  of  the  hot  weather 
there  have  been  symptoms  of  dysentery  in  one  or  two 
sections  of  the  town  and  suburbs.  There  is  no  approach  to 
epidemic,  but  chemists  are  reaping  mild  benefit  from  the 
prevalent  cases.  The  taste  for  cooling-drinks  is  being 
developed  in  Johannesburg,  and  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  at  least  one  pharmacy  will  possess  a  first-class  American 
soda-fountain  within  the  next  few  weeks. 

State  Laboratory. — The  President  of  the  Chamber  of 
Mines  (Sir  Percy  Fitzpatrick)  stated  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Chamber  this  week  that  the  Government  was  considering  a 
suggestion  made  on  behalf  of  the  mining  companies  that  the 
Government  Colonial  Laboratory,  the  Town  Council  Labora- 
tory, and  the  one  projected  by  the  mines  should  be  unified 
and  be  situated  in  or  near  Johannesburg.  As  a  considerable 
time  will  elapse  before  the  work  can  be  completed  a  letter 
has  been  addressed  to  the  Government,  submitting  for 
consideration  the  question  of  placing  temporary  premises  in 
Johannesburg,  where  immediate  benefit  will  be  derived. 

Technical  Education.— The  special  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  needs  of  South  Africa  in  regard  to 
technical  education,  with  special  reference  to  the  Transvaal, 
have  submitted  a  lengthy  report,  and  state  they  are  con- 
vinced that  there  is  a  great  demand,  especially  in  Johannes- 
burg, for  technical  education.  This  demand  can  best  be 
met,  in  their  opinion,  by  establishing  an  institution  pro- 
viding the  highest  kind  of  training  in  arts  and  sciences. 
They  recommend  that  all  students,  before  admission  to  the 
institution,  pass  an  examination  of  a  standard  equal  to  the 
Matriculation  of  the  Cape  University,  and  complete  courses 
in  the  following  subjects  should  be  provided :  Mining, 
mechanical  and  electrical  engineering,  metallurgy  and 
chemical  engineering,  civil  and  sanitary  engineering,  and 
architecture.  The  course  for  each  subject  will  extend  over 
two  years,  and  no  student  under  16  years  will  be  allowed  to 
enter  for  any  course. 

Some  Pboprietoks  of  Patent  Medicines  seem  to  believe 
that  a  long  ad.  of  a  column  or  two  will  certainly  lead  people  to 
think,  "Here  must  be  something  valuable,  because  so  much  is 
said  about  it."  It  may  be  a  week  or  two  before  the  same  thing  is 
inserted  again,  whereas,  if  a  shorter  ad.  describing  the  salient 
points  were  used  in  every  issue  of  the  paper,  this  would  more 
nearly  resemble  the  constant  dropping  that  wears  away  the  stone. — 
H.  M.  Cobarn. 
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Colonial  ano  foreign  IKews. 


Russian  Spirit-monopoly.— The  total  consumption  of 
spirit  in  Russia  for  1900,  to  which  the  latest  figures  refer, 
■was  about  26,000,000  vedros  (70,000,000  gals.)  proof  spirit. 
This  yielded  the  Government  just  under  46,000,000^.  The 
sale  of  the  national  drink  is  now  a  Government  monopoly  in 
Russia,  but  the  new  system  has  not  resulted  in  any  decrease 
of  consumption. 

Importation  of  Saccharin  into  New  Zealand.— By 
a  revised  decision  under  the  Customs  Import  Tariff  of  New 
Zealand,  saccharin  in  the  form  of  tabloids  or  tablets 
[each  containing  not  more  than  i  gr.  of  saccharin,  combined 
with  not  less  than  10  per  cent.  (0  05  gr.  in  each)  of  bicar- 
bonate of  soda  or  other  alkali]  is  to  be  classified  in  future 
"  as  drugs  and  druggists'  sundries  not  otherwise  enumerated," 
at  15  per  cent,  ad  val. 

German  Speciality-makers  Combine. — A  society  of 
makers  of  German  pharmaceutical  specialities  was  formed  in 
Berlin  on  December  8.  The  meeting  was  attended  by  some 
of  the  leading  firms  in  all  parts  of  the  Empire.  The  objects 
of  the  Society  are  to  arrange  and  regulate  amicably  the 
relations  between  manufacturers,  wholesale  merchants,  and 
retailers,  without  touching  on  matters  of  dispute  between 
manufacturers  and  pharmacists.  Herr  Edward  Pick  (Baren- 
thin  &  Co.,  Berlin)  was  appointed  first  President,  and  Dr. 
Mayr,  of  Stettin,  second  President. 

Adrenalin  in  Russia. — Dr.  Poehl,  whose  spermine  was 
about  ten  years  ago  the  subject  of  some  stringent  criticism, 
the  article  turning  out  to  be  something  quite  different, 
has  recently  devoted  attention  to  adrenalin,  which  Dr. 
Takamine  was  the  first  to  isolate,  and  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis 
&  Co.  the  bearers  of  the  burden  so  far  as  the  research  on  and 
manufacture  of  the  article  are  concerned.  At  the  Glasgow 
Exhibition  Dr.  Poehl  exhibited  a  substance  which  he 
extracted  from  the  suprarenal  gland,  and  this  by  a  stroke  of 
the  pen  he  appears  to  have  converted  into  adrenalin.  The 
Imperial  Pharmaceutical  Association  of  Russia  has  repudiated 
Dr.  Poehl's  claim  to  priority,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to 
ensure  for  Dr.  Takamine  and  the  manufacturers  of  adrenalin 
the  credit  that  belongs  to  them.  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 
have  obtained  the  necessary  authority  from  the  Russian 
Government  to  import  adrenalin  into  Russia. 

Suspected  Poisoning. — Evidence  was  heard  at  con- 
siderable length  at  Galle  on  November  7  with  reference  to 
the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  A.  F.  Van  Buren.  It  appears  that 
Mr.  Van  Buren  died  with  symptoms  of  strychnine-poisoning 
soon  after  taking  a  draught  of  Eno's  fruit-salt  given  him  by 
George  Robert  Thomas,  dispenser  to  Dr.  Ludovici.  The 
post-mortem  examination  gave  indications  of  death  from  an 
irritant  poison,  but  so  far  no  evidence  can  be  adduced  as  to 
how  deceased  got  the  poison.  The  dispenser  was  on  friendly 
terms  with  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  took  a  draught  of  Eno's  salt 
from  the  same  bottle  immediately  after  deceased.  Mr. 
Thomas  was  positive  no  strychnine  could  have  accidentally 
got  into  the  glass  while  deceased  was  in  the  dispensary.  A 
native  servant  with  whom  deceased  had  quarrelled  was 
suspected,  but  no  incriminating  evidence  could  be  brought 
against  her.  Further  evidence  is  to  be  heard,  the  Magis- 
trate being  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  poisoning  was 
the  result  of  accident. 

German  Drug  and  Chemical  Trades. — Messrs.  Bruckner, 
Lampe  &  Co.,  of  Berlin,  in  the  course  of  their  annual  review 
for  1902  on  the  above  trades,  state  that  the  unsatisfactory 
conditions  which  prevailed  in  1901  also  continued  through- 
out the  greater  part  of  this  year,  and  it  was  not  until  the 
later  months  that  a  slight  improvement  took  place,  which, 
however,  was  far  from  sufficient  to  make  the  year  a 
prosperous  one.  The  keen  home  competition,  aggravated  by 
decreased  exports  in  drugs  and  chemicals,  together  with  the 
dissolution  of  syndicates  and  cartels,  caused  considerable 
losses.  The  exports  of  drugs  and  chemicals  to  the  United 
States  and  South  and  Central  America  increased,  however,  in 
spite  of  the  depreciation  in  silver ;  but  prices  have  been 
lower  than  in  1901.  The  prostration  in  the  electrical 
industry  has  also  reacted  unfavourably  upon  some  important 
lines  of  the  chemical-trade.    Business  with  Russia  and  East 


Asia  was  satisfactory,  although  the  uncertainty  with  regard 
to  the  future  of  the  commercial  treaties  handicaps  export- 
trade. 

Chilian  Trade.— Last  year  Germany  shipped"  perfumery, 
drugs,  &c,"  to  Chili  to  the  value  of  1,350,143  pesos  (1  =  Is.  6:1). 
Great  Britain  shipped  similar  goods  valued  at  696,157  pesos, 
France  shipped  591,472  pesos,  and  the  United  States 
239,733  pesos.  The  above  figures  show  that  Germany  is  well 
in  front  of  this  country,  but  the  United  Kingdom's  share  of 
the  total  imports  into  Chili  is  about  one-third  of  the  whole, 
and  is  increasing.  There  is  no  English  chemist  in  Santiago, 
and  only  one  in  Valparaiso,  says  the  British  Consul  for  Chili. 
All  the  chemists  are  Germans,  consequently  they  import 
largely  from  Germany,  and  in  support  of  this  the  Consut 
gives  figures  showing  the  British  and  German  shares  of  the 
imports  of  alkaloids  and  their  salts,  sulphuric,  carbolic,  and 
hydrochloric  acids,  &c.  Among  the  exports  from  Chili  last 
year  were  quillaia-bark  184  020  pesos  (1900,  176,302  pesos), 
honey  1,034.088  pesos  (1900,  509  617  pesos),  beeswax 
582,045  pesos  (1900,  503,413  pesos),  borate  of  lime  1,302,401 
pesos  (1900,  1,317,676  pesos),  and  iodine  3  559.075  pesos 
(1900,  4  043,172  pesos). 


Hmerican  1Rote& 


Fire.— The  premises  of  Messrs.  A.  U.  Andrus  k  Co.,  crude' 
drug  dealers,  7  Gold  Street,  New  York,  were  totally 
destroyed  by  fire  on  Sunday  morning,  November  30.  The 
fire  started  on  the  second  floor,  and  was  caused  by  a  defec- 
tive flue,  which  charred  the  timbers  of  the  floor  and  set  fire 
to  a  sifting-machine.  The  building  and  stock  were  fully 
covered  by  insurance.  The  firm  has  established  temporary 
headquarters  at  2  Piatt  Street. 

X-Rays  in  Japan. — A  Philadelphia  firm  of  electricians 
has  just  received  an  order  from  the  Japanese  Government 
for  several  sets  of  .c-ray  apparatus.  It  is  stated  that  a  set  Df 
apparatus  has  been  utilised  in  the  Japanese  Mint  foi  the 
detection  of  dishonest  employes.  The  apparatus  was  used, 
to  examine  suspects  as  they  left  the  Mint  daily,  and  some 
times  it  revealed  the  presence  of  coins  that  had  been 
consigned  for  sake  keeping  to  the  guilty  ones'  stomachs. 

Seizure  of  Vanillin. — A  case  of  unusual  interest  will 
shortly  be  heard  in  which  the  O.  Porsch  Chemical  Company, 
of  New  York,  is  charged  by  the  Treasury  Department  with 
the  importation  of  vanillin  under  the  invoice-designation  "of 
heliotropin,  which  pays  a  lower  rate  of  duty.  It  appears  that 
the  Customs  officials  had  received  complaints  from  certain 
manufacturers  and  importers  to  the  effect  that  considerable 
quantities  of  vanillin  and  saccharin  were  being  offered  on  the 
market  at  prices  which  indicated  that  no  duties  had  been 
paid  thereon.  Investigation  followed,  and  eventually  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  vanillin  and  other  articles  was  seized 
at  the  company's  warehouses  in  New  York  and  Chicago. 
Following  these  seizures  Ottokar  Porsch  and  Joseph  E. 
Porsch,  officials  of  the  company,  were  indicted  for  making 
false  invoices  of  synthetic  perfumes  consigned  to  the 
company  by  parties  in  Hamburg  and  Nyon,  Switzerland. 
Further  investigation  satisfied  the  Customs  officials  that 
these  alleged  irregularities  were  practised  through  the  con- 
nivance of  a  Customs  examiner  at  New  York,  who  was  said 
to  have  passed  vanillin  as  heliotropin,  and  other  valuable 
dutiable  preparations  as  enfleurage  grease,  which  is  free  of 
duty.  The  defence  set  up  by  the  company,  in  accounting  for 
the  possession  of  goods  for  which  no  invoices  could  be  pro- 
duced, is  that  the  goods  were  manufactured  by  the  defend- 
ants in  the  United  States. 


Soap  and  Chemicals  in  Tunis.— Last  year  524  tons  of 
sulphate  of  soda  and  caustic  soda,  valued  at  2,784Z.,were  im- 
ported into  Tunis,  against  518  tons  in  1900,  and  636  tons  in 
1899.  It  is  principally  used  in  the  making  of  soap,  and  the 
United  Kingdom  supplies  about  40  per  cent,  of  the  total, 
importers  paying  5  per  cent,  ad  val.  duty.  There  is  also  a 
demand  for  British  toilet-soap  in  Tunis,  but  a  large  highly 
scented  tablet  is  a  sine  qua  non  (says  the  British  ConsuT), 
whatever  the  quality  may  be.  The  duty  is  8  per  cent. 
ad  val. 
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WUnter  Session. 


Chemists'   Assistants'  Association. 

An  innovation  was  introduced  into  the  usual  routine  of  the 
evening  meetings  of  the  above  Association  when,  on  Decem- 
ber 11,  Mr.  Langford  Moore  (head  dispenser)  and  Mr.  S.  C.  G. 
Tweedy  received  the  members  at  the 

St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  Dispensary. 

There  is  an  idea  amongst  pharmacists  who  have  not  come 
into  contact  with  hospital- work  that  "anything  is  considered 
good  enough  for  a  hospital-patient,"  but  a  visit  to  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's shows  that  hospital-dispensaries  march  with  the 
times..  Although  the  materia  medica  used  is  restricted  by 
the  medical  practice  of  the  institution,  every  drug  is  of  the 
highest  .possible  standard.  Mr.  Moore's  watchword  is 
"  efficiency,"  and  the  system  employed  is  essentially  one  of 
individual  responsibility.  Each  prescription,  for  instance,  is 
signed  by  the  dispenser  who  fills  it,  and  any  error  is  at  once 
brought  home  to  the  person  responsible.  Frequently  1,500 
out-patients  are  treated  at  the  hospital  in  one  day.  Every 
precaution  against  possible  errors  on  the  part  of  dispensers, 
nurses,  and  patients  is  taken,  and  every  lotion  or  liniment  is 
sent  out  in  a  distinctive  bottle  or  pot.  The  dispensary  or 
"  shop,"  as  it  is  called,  is  a  room  sufficiently  large  to  allow 
the  staff  to  work  without  confusion.  Everything  is  "  cen- 
tralised "  as  much  as  possible,  and  an  assistant  could  dispense 
all  ophthalmic  prescriptions  presented  without  moving  from 
one  spot  at  the  counter. 

A  visit  to  the  laboratory  showed  how  wonderfully  self- 
contained  the  dispensary  is.  Here  all  medicines  for  the 
hospital  that  can  possibly  be  made  are  prepared,  steam- 
power  being  used  where  practicable.  On  this  particular 
evening  the  "  mill,"  with  stones  weighing  §  ton  each, 
was  patient !  y  powdering  senna-leaves,  while'a  bale  of  rhubarb- 
root  was  awaiting  its  turn  to  be  crushed  beneath  the  granite 
jaws  on  the  morrow.  The  ointment-mixer  was  mechanically 
preparing  (and  doing  it  well  too)  a  batch  of  zinc  ointment, 
and  in  the  steam  pans  were  confection  of  roses,  confection  of 
senna,  a  compound  decoction,  and  boro-glyceride.  In 
another  room  was  a  soda-water  machine.  A  noteworthy 
feature  was  the  apparatus  for  distilling  water.  The  water 
is  boiled  by  steam,  and  as  the  apparatus  works  automatically, 
distilled  water  is  always  "  on  tap."  Near  the  still  was  a 
hydraulic  tincture-press  capable  of  exerting  a  pressure  of 
2  tons. 

Mr.  Moore  and  Mr.  Tweedy  were  unceasing  in  their  efforts 
to  appease  the  insatiable  curiosity  of  their  visitors,  for  whose 
convenience  also  they  had  very  thoughtfully  provided  light 
refreshments. 


Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

The  closing  meeting  of  the  fifty-third  session  was  held  at 
the  Royal  Institution  on  Thursday  evening,  December  11, 
Mr.  Harold  Wyatt,  jun.  (President),  in  the  chair. 

Miscellaneous  Communications. 

The  General-Secretary  exhibited  a  specimen  of  capsicums 
grown  in  Jamaica  from  Nyassaland  seed.  The  fruits  showed 
a  difference  from  the  original  type  in  that  they  were  smaller, 
and  of  a  dull,  though  clear,  red. 

Mr.  T.  S.  Wokes  said  that  he  had  recently  received  the 
following  prescription : — 


Quinmae  sulphatis   5j- 

Acid,  hydrobrom.  dil.        ...       ...  5iv. 

Sodii  sulphocarbolatis    5ij- 

Syr  aurant   Jss. 

Aquam  ad    Jvj. 


After  dispensing  it  he  noticed  a  very  considerable  crystalline 
precipitate  on  the  sides  of  the  bottle,  which  turned  out  to  be 
quinine  sulphocarbolate.  He  thought  this  would  be  of 
interest,  as  some  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  hydrobromide 
of  quinine  had  been  formed,  and  the  President  and  members 
present  agreed  with  the  conclusion  to  which  Mr.  Wokes  had 
come. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Wardleworth  then  exhibited  a  sample  of 
fictitious  mace — Myristica  malabarica— which  he  had  re- 


cently noticed  as  an  adulterant  of  genuine  mace.  The 
Malabar  mace  had  been  very  cleverly  sophisticated  with 
aniline-dye  so  as  to  resemble  the  genuine,  but  it  was  found 
entirely  wanting  in  taste  or  odour.  Microscopic  sections  of 
the  genuine  and  false  mace  showed  very  little  difference  in 
physical  structure,  and  the  Malabar  mace  was  a  most  subtle 
adulterant  under  certain  conditions. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  discuss  the  paper  on 

Ammonium  Carbonate, 

communicated  to  the  last  meeting  by  Messrs.  R.  C.  Cowley 
and  J.  P.  Catford  (<7.  $  D.,  November  29,  page  905).  The 
President  said  the  paper  did  not  admit  of  much  discussion, 
but  he  was  quite  sure  that  the  methods  given  by  the  writers 
of  the  paper  were  very  good,  and  were  a  distinct  contribution 
to  their  knowledge  of  the  subject.  Mr.  Cowley  then  said 
some  chemists  seemed  to  have  a  great  objection  to  use  the 
burette.  He  exhibited  a  very  simple  one,  made  of  a  tube  to 
contain  10  c.c,  marked  into  tenths,  narrowed  off  at  one  end, 
and  at  the  other  controlled  by  a  piece  of  indiarubber  tubing, 
in  which  a  piece  of  glass  rod  had  been  placed.  Slight 
pressure  upon  the  tubing  formed  an  opening  which  allowed 
the  liquid  in  the  tube  to  drop  at  the  will  of  the  operator.  The 
General  Secretary  exhibited,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Edwin  Dowzard, 
F.C.S.,  the 

Three  New  Pieces  of  Apparatus. 

The  first  was  a  modification  of  Gutzeit's  arsenic-testing 
apparatus  (fig.  1);  the  second  was  an  apparatus  for  de- 
tecting minute  traces  of  arsenic  (fig.  2);  and  the  third  was 


Fig.  1  Fig.  2.  Fig.  3. 


an  ingenious  gas  washer  and  drier  (fig.  3).  The  sketches 
which  we  give  sufficiently  indicate  the  construction  of  the 
apparatus. 

Mr.  Frank  A.  Ringer  then  gave  a  lecture  on 

Electro-therapeutics  from  a  Pharmacist's 
Standpoint. 

Mr.  Ringer  began  by  describing  the  different  kinds  of  electric 
currents,  including  high-frequency  currents.  The  difference 
in  currents  depends  upon  their  frequency,  magnitude,  and 
wave-form.  When  a  condenser  such  as  a  ball  prime  con- 
ductor, charged  to  a  very  high  potential,  is  discharged  into  a 
conductor  having  a  certain  self-induction  and  slight  re- 
sistance, extremely  rapid  oscillations  are  produced,  and  these 
constitute  high-frequency  currents.  The  frequency  of  these 
oscillations  reach  at  times  hundreds  of  millions  of  cycles  in 
a  second.  He  then  described  some  kinds  of  apparatus  used 
in  medical  treatment,  viz. : — 

Static  Machines. — The  machine  most  frequently  used  is  the 
Holtz  machine,  with  revolving  and  stationary  plates,  and  having  a 
set  of  electrodes  for  various  purposes.  With  this  apparatus  the 
removal  of  the  clothing  is  unnecessary.  Static  machines,  however, 
do  not  seem  to  be  coming  much  into  favour. 

Light-baths  mostly  consist  of  cabinets  lined  with  white 
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majolica  tiles  or  glass  mirrors,  some  in  which  the  patient  sits  in 
the  cabinet  with  only  his  head  outside,  others  where  the  patient 
reclines  on  a  glass  shelf  wholly  in  the  cabinet.  The  lights  gener- 
ally used  are  incandescent  lamps  arranged  in  various  positions,  or 
arc  lamps  designed  m  such  a  way  that  no  loose  pieces  of  burning 
carbon  can  find  their  way  into  the  bath.  Behind  these  lamps  are 
reflectors,  which  distribute  the  light  and  heat  uniformly  over  the 
whole  body,  coloured  shades  of  glass  being  frequently  used  over 
the  lamp.  A  bidet  which  has  been  designed  for  the  treatment  of 
female  diseases,  in  which  the  lights  are  so  arranged  that  the  rays 
fall  upon  the  white  trough-shaped  bottom  of  the  bidet,  which 
throws  them  back  upon  the  pudenda,  thus  acting  indirectly. 

Finsen's  Light.-  In  this  the  chemical  rays  of  the  electric-arc 
light  are  concentrated  by  means  of  powerful  bi-convex  lenses 
through  a  cooler  containing  running  water  or  a  solution  of  sulphate 
of  copper.  These  rays  are  then  directed  on  to  the  skin  by  means 
of  a  plano-convex  crystal  lens,  which  is  pressed  on  to  the  skin  to 
render  it  anaemic.  Only  the  blue,  violet,  and  ultra-violet,  rays 
have  any  bactericidal  effect,  and  the  amount  of  light  operators  are 
able  to  use  with  this  lamp  is  rather  small,  as  more  than  one-half 
the  spectrum  of  the  arc  light  is  composed  of  heat-rays  which  have 
to  be  eliminated.  Finsen's  light  is  largely  used  in  the  treatment 
of  lupus. 

"  Dermo  "  Lamp. — In  this  iron  electrodes  are  used  instead  of 
carbon,  as  in  the  arc  lamps,  it  having  been  found  that  iron  gives  a 
spectrum  enormously  rich  in  chemical  rays,  but  almost  devoid 
of  heat-rays.  The  electrodes  are  composed  of  hollow  cylindrical 
pieces  of  iron,  which  are  cooled  by  water  circulating  inside  them. 
The  light  produced  by  this  apparatus  is  very  intense,  and  within 
two  minutes  a  bactericidal  effect  is  produced  equivalent  to  that 
produced  by  Finsen's  light  within  an  hour.    The  lamp  is  portable. 

Mr.  Ringer  next  spoke  at  some  length  on  radiography,  ex- 
plaining all  about  it;  then  he  took  up  the  D'Arsonval 
treatment,  in  which  the  apparatus  consists  of  a  mercury- 
break  and  induction  coil,  from  which  the  current  goes  into 
two  Leyden  jais.  The  electric  current  is  thus  induced  on  the 
outsides  of  the  Leyden  jars,  and  passes  up  into  a  solenoid 
after  being  short-circuited.  The  solenoid  is  simply  a  spiral 
coil  of  copper  wire.  When  the  ends  of  the  conductor  con- 
nected with  the  internal  portions  of  the  Leyden  jars  are 
moved  near  enough  to  each  other  a  discharge  of  sparks  takes 
place,  the  solenoid  being  traversed  by  an  alternating  current 
of  high  frequency,  which  may  be  used  by  attaching  con- 
ductors to  it.  These  conductors  are  attached  to  a  zinc  plate, 
placed  a  short  distance  under  a  couch,  on  which  the  patient 
reclines,  and  separated  from  it  by  cushions  filled  with  rubber 
shavings.  The  patient  takes  hold  of  two  handles  attached 
to  the  couch,  and  the  current  is  returned  to  the  solenoid.  This 
apparatus  is  useful  in  nervous  ailments  and  for  gouty  and 
rheumatic  patients.  Finally,  Mr.  Ringer  dealt  with  electrical- 
ozone  treatment,  which  is  used  in  cases  of  sciatica,  rheu- 
matism, hemorrhoids,  lupus,  acne,  and  for  electrical  massage. 
This  form  of  treatment  is  now  becoming  extremely  popular, 
so  much  so  that  at  Harrogate,  where  an  installation  was  this 
year  placed,  the  attendants  were  unable  to  cope  with  the 
demands  for  treatment. 

The  lecture  was  illustrated  by  a  series  of  very  successful 
experiments. 

The  President  remarked  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  phar- 
macist was  the  man  to  employ  electricity  in  its  application 
to  the  cure  of  disease  ;  and  Mr.  Prosper  H.  Marsden  said 
he  had  found  that  the  employment  of  the  Rontgen  rays  had 
been  very  helpful  in  cases  of  cancer ;  while  it  might  not  be 
an  entire  remedy,  still  it  gave  great  alleviation  to  many 
patients,  who,  without  its  aid,  would  be  unable  to  sleep.  He 
believed  that  it  would  be  found  very  beneficial  in  the  early 
stages  of  cancer,  and  probably  a  cure.  Mr.  Wardleworth 
and  Mr.  John  Bain  also  spoke  in  higli  terms  of  the  value  of 
the  lecture.   


Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

The  meeting  held  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  Decem- 
ber 10  (Mr.  J.  W.  Plenderleith  in  the  chair),  was  devoted  to 

Queries, 

answered  by  Mr  William  Duncan,  F.C.S.  The  queries  had 
been  handed  in  by  members.  We  give  them  and  the  answers 
as  concisely  as  possible  : — 

1.  Why  does  ammonium  iodide  become  coloured  more 
readily  than  potassium  iodide  ?  —From  the  liberation  of 
iodine  owing  to  the  weak  basic  properties  of  the  NH3  and 
action  of  moisture  and  atmospheric  carbon  dioxide.  Manu- 


facturers usually  make  alkali  iodides  distinctly  alkaline  to 
counteract  this  tendency  to  colour. 

2.  Is  the  B.P.  correct  in  saying  lead  iodide  is  soluble  in 
ammonium-chloride  solution  1 — Christison's  "  Dispensatory  " 
says  if  lead  iodide  be  made  from  the  nitrate  excess  of  the 
latter  must  be  avoided  or  the  salt  will  be  contaminated  with 
oxyiodide.  The  salt  undergoes  slight  decomposition  on 
exposure  to  light  if  moisture  be  present,  and  a  partially 
decomposed  salt  will  not  so  readily  dissolve  in  ammonium- 
chloride  solution. 

3.  Ferrum  redactum  in  a  bottle  of  water  blew  out  the  cork 
in  a  few  days.  Why? — Evolution  of  hydrogen,  metallic  iron 
being  acted  on  by  water  at  ordinary  temperatures. 

4.  What  is  N.  LP.  ? — Normal  temperature  and  pressure — 
viz.,  0°  C.  and  760  m.m.  The  B.P.,  under  "  Spt.  Athens 
Nitrosi,"  speaks  of  "the  normal  temperature  (60°  F.  or 
15'5°  C.)  and  pressure  (30  inches  or  760  m.m.  of  mercury).'' 
In  four  other  B.P.  gasometric  determinations  the  word 
"  ordinary  "  is  more  correctly  used  in  place  of  "  normal." 

5.  Is  ol.  terebinth,  soluble  in  its  own  volume  of  acid, 
acetic,  glac.  ? — One  man  finds  it  insoluble  in  1901  and  soluble 
in  1902  ;  another  finds  it  insoluble  in  99  454  per  cent,  acid 
yet  soluble  in  99  167.  Mr.  Duncan  found  it  soluble  1  in  5  one 
year  and  1  in  4J  the  next. 

6.  Pulv.  pip.  nig.  and  similar  powders  adhere  to  the  inside 
of  the  bottle,  except  that  portion  covered  by  the  label. 
Why  ? — This  was  discussed  by  the  Association  in  1879,  when 
it  was  shown  that  the  part  of  the  bottle  covered  by  the  label 
is  appreciably  warmer  than  the  other  parts,  from  the  con- 
version of  light  into  heat,  so  that  moisture  or  essential  oil 
does  not  condense  on  such  parts,  and  the  powder  does  not 
adhere. 

7.  Lng.  potass,  iodid.  made  with  adeps  benzoat.  liberates 
more  iodine  than  when  adeps  preparat.  is  used.  Why '? — 
Not  owing  to  the  benzoin,  but  to  the  heating  of  the  lard  for 
two  hours  during  the  process  of  benzoating,  whereby  decom- 
position is  probably  caused  in  the  lard  by  the  trace  of  water 
usually  present. 

8.  Why  does  bismuth  subnitrate  decompose  sodium 
bicarbonate  and  not  sodium  carbonate ? — Because  all  the 
CO,  of  the  latter  goes  to  form  bismuth  oxycarbonate. 

9.  A  prescriber  orders — 

Bismuth,  subnitrat.  ...       ...       ...    30  gr. 

Sodii  bicarb  20  gr. 

Morph.  mur.  ...       ...       ...       ...       g  gr. 

Ft.  pulv.  sex. 

What  size  of  powder  is  intended  ? — A  definite  answer  can , 
only  be  given  when  one  knows  the  intention  of  the  pre 
scriber. 
10. 

Hydrarg.  subchlor.  ...       ...       ...      5  gr. 

Magnes.  carb.    20  gr. 

Ft.  pulv. 

Would  you  dispense  this  ? — Yes,  taking  care  that  the  salts 
were  as  dry  as  possible  before  mixing. 
11. 

Codeines    4  gr. 

Spt.  chlorof  80  min. 

Syr.  tolut   2  dr. 

Aq.  ad   i  oz. 

How  should  this  be  dispensed? — Mix  the  liquids  in  the 

bottle  first,  then  add  the  codeine  in  powder,  and  shake  till 
dissolved.    Send  out  with  a  "  Shake  "  label. 
12. 

Hydrarg.  perchlor   2  gr. 

Potass,  iodid.    A  oz. 

Ext.  glycyrrh.  liq   1  oz. 

Infus.  quass.  ad    8  oz. 

Should  the  extract  be  neutralised  in  presence  of  halogen 
salts  ?  If  so,  what  about  the  mercuric  chloride  ? — The  ad- 
dition of  a  few  drops  of  liquor  potassae  would  have  no 
deleterious  effect  on  the  mercuric  chloride,  as  soluble  KJIgl, 
will  be  formed. 
13. 

Liq.  potassae  2  dr. 

Tr.  iodi   1£  dr. 

Vin.  colchici   ...    2  dr. 

Tr.  zingiber.  ...       ...       ...       ...      5  oz. 

Infus.  gent.  co.    1   oz.  '< 

Aq.  ad    8  oz. 

Iodoform  is  produced,  and  the  puDgency  of  the  ginger  ap- 
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parently  destroyed.  What  should  be  done  with  it  1 — When 
potassium  hydroxide  is  added  to  iodine  potassium  hypo- 
iodide  is  formed,  but  immediately  begins  to  oxidise  into 
iodide  and  iodate.  If,  however,  alcohol  be  present  the 
hypoiodide  converts  it  into  iodoform,  the  reaction  being 
analogous  to  that  between  alcohol  and  bleaching-powder  in 
the  manufacture  of  chloroform.  This  accounts  for  the  pre- 
cipitation of  iodoform.  The  destruction  of  the  ginger  is 
also  due  to  the  hypoiodide — a  strong  oxidising  agent.  The 
trouble  with  the  mixture  can  be  avoided  by  adding  the 
equivalent  of  solid  iodine  to  the  alkali,  gently  warming  to 
ensure  freedom  from  hypoiodide,  and  then  adding  the  other 
ingredients. 
14. 

Paraldehyde   i  oz. 

Mucilag.   1  dr. 

Syr.  aurant.  ad        ...       ...       ...  1  oz. 

How  should  this  be  dispensed  1 — With  a  "  Shake  "  label. 
A  trace  of  tragacanth  improves  matters  slightly,  but  it 
would  be  better  to  make  the  mixture  a  6-oz.  one,  and  alter 
the'  dose. 

15.  Why  is  iodine  apparently  lost  in  the  following  ? — 

Iodine  ...    10  gr. 

Borax   2  dr. 

Glycerin       ...       ...       ...       ...  1  oz. 

Water  to    8  oz. 

When  borax  is  dissolved  in  water  it  hydrolyses,  and  the 
liberated  NaOH  combines  with  the  iodine. 
16. 

Quin.  sulph   40  gr. 

Potass,  chlorat.       ...       ...       ...  2  dr. 

Acid,  hydrochlor.  dil.        ...       ...  2  dr. 

Aq. ad...   6  oz. 

Would  you  dispense  the  above  ? — Yes ;  but  the  combina- 
tion is  not  to  be  commended. 
17. 

Acid,  salicylic.  2  per  cent. 

Liniment,  calcis    2  oz. 

How  can  you  make  a  presentable  liniment  1 — Impos- 
sible as  it  stands;  but  it  may  be  done  by  neutralising  the 
acid  with  calcium  hydroxide  before  mixing,  or  using  the 
equivalent  of  sodium  salicylate. 

18.  Is  it  possible  that  potassium  citrate  in  solution  may 
be  gradually  converted  into  carbonate  ? — Not  only  possible, 
but  very  likely. 

Discussion 

Mr.  BOA  spoke  about  several  of  the  queries,  and  stated 
that  he  often  made  up  a  capital  paraldehyde-mixture  in 
which  the  prescriber  ordered  compound  tragacanth  powder 
and  spirit  of  chloroform.  A  well-known  book  of  reference 
was  responsible  for  mixtures  of  this  kind  containing  various 
proportions  of  paraldehyde.  Mixture  No.  16  was  quite 
common,  and  even  if  a  small  quantity  of  chlorine  should  be 
evolved  it  would  be  an  advantage,  as  it  was  employed  in 
cases  of  typhoid.  In  No.  17  the  prescriber  obviously  wanted 
a  mild  salicylic-acid  application  in  presence  of  a  soothing 
liniment,  and  the  incompatibility  of  the  ingredients  had  not 
decurred  to  him. 

Mr.  Sclater  stated  that  potassium-iodide  ointment  made 
with  cocoanut  oil  keeps  well,  and  some  recommend  it. 

Mr.  Hutcheon,  speaking  about  powders  adhering  to 
bottles,  told  how  ou  one  occasion  zinc  sulphate  and  mag- 
nesium sulphate  had  been  set  aside  unlabelled  in  bottles, 
and  the  former  adhered  to  the  bottle,  while  the  latter  did 
not.  In  the  case  of  the  liniment  No.  17,  he  suggested  the 
rubbing-up  of  the  salicylic  acid  with  a  little  lanolin. 

Mr.  Tait  said  an  attempt  was  made  to  get  a  presentable 
liniment  by  dissolving  the  acid  in  the  olive  oil  with  heat, 
cooling  and  adding  the  lime-water,  and  shaking  vigorously. 
By  a  good  deal  of  shaking  a  creamy  liniment  was  obtained, 
but  it  very  quickly  separated.  Bucholz  has.  shown  that 
sodium  salicylate  is  nearly  equal  to  the  pure  acid  as  a 
bactericide.  An  equivalent  quantity  of  salicylate  dissolved 
in  the  lime-water,  added  to  the  olive  oil  and  well  shaken, 
gave  a  perfect  cream  which  did  not  separate. 

Mr.  Osmond  Rowland  said  he  made  the  liniment  by 
rubbing-up  the  acid  with  the  liniment  of  lime  in  a  mortar. 
He  got  a  cream  which  seemed  to  separate,  but  on  vigorously 
shaking  it  up  before  leaving  at  night,  he  again  got  a  cream 


which  was  still  all  right  in  the  morning,  but  separated  in 
course  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Kelly  obtained  a  practically  perfect  cream  by 
neutralising  the  salicylic  acid  with  lime  carbonate  and 
shaking  up  with  the  liniment  of  lime. 

Mr.  Plenderleith  also  made  a  few  remarks,  and  Mr. 
Duncan  replied. 


Lincoln  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Coffee  Palace,  Lincoln,  on 
December  11,  Mr.  J.  S.  Battle  (President)  in  the  chair. 
There  were  also  present  Messrs.  Cook,  Elmitt,  Hague,  Dixon, 
Wark,  Watson,  Walker,  Hill,  and  Birkbeck  (Secretary). 
Mr.  Birkbeck  reported  on  the  proceedings  at  the  P.A.T.A. 
Convention,  and  it  was  resolved — 

That  the  members  of  this  Association  approve  of  the  resolutions 
passed  at  the  P. A  T.A.  Convention,  and  undertake  to  use  every 
effort  to  enforce  the  same. 

Eight  of  the  members  joined  the  P.A.T.A.  and  seven  the 
Defence  Association.  Several  members  said  they  had  been 
offered  half  a  dozen  lung-tonic  by  Mr.  Owbridge  to  exhibit  a 
showcard,  but  had  declined  in  loyalty  to  Resolution  36.  It 
was  decided  to  fall  in  with  the  early-closing  movement,  and 
close  at  2  o'clock  on  Wednesdays,  commencing  January  7, 
1903. 

London  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  of  this 
Association  was  held  on  December  17,  at  the  Holborn  Viaduct 
Hotel,  Mr.  Albert  Cooper  (Chairman  of  the  Committee)  pre- 
siding. There  were  also  present  Messrs.  Campbell,  Pickering, 
Edwards,  Betty,  Burton,  Pentney,  Feaver  Clark,  Cracknell, 
Pond,  Truman,  Bustard,  Willson,  and  R.  H.  Jones  (Hon. 
Secretary). 

The  first  business  discussed  was  a  suggestion  by  Mr. 
Feaver  Clark  that  a  meeting  of  chemists  be  held  at 
Gravesend,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Association,  with  a 
view  to  the  formation  of  a  local  branch.  This  was  agreed 
to,  and  Mr.  Feaver  Clark  and  the  Secretary  have  the  matter 
in  hand. 

Mr.  Pentney  then  read  some  correspondence  between  the 
Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  himself 

Regarding  the  Deputation 

from  the  Association  to  the  Council  on  the  titles  question. 
Mr.  Bremridge  had  no  information  to  give  of  the  outcome 
of  the  matter.  The  question  had  been  remitted  to  a  special 
committee,  he  told  Mr.  Pentney,  and  the  committee  had 
placed  before  the  Society's  solicitors  several  new  points  in 
the  titles  controversy  for  legal  consideration.  Regarding  the 
privacy  of  the  deputation's  proceedings,  Mr.  Pentney  com- 
plained that  no  intimation  was  given  that  the  conference 
with  the  Council  was  to  be  private.  Mr.  Bremridge  replied 
that  his  first  letter  distinctly  stated  that  the  proceedings 
were  to  be  conducted  in  private;  moreover,  the  fact  was 
reiterated  when  the  deputation  came  into  the  Council- 
chamber.  Mr.  Pentney  denied  the  reiteration,  and  told 
Mr.  Bremridge  that  neither  he  nor  any  of  his  colleagues  on 
the  deputation  understood  that  the  conference  was  a  private 
one.  Mr.  R.  H.  Jones  hoped  nothing  more  would  be  said 
about  the  matter ;  but  Mr.  Pentney  considered  the  honour 
of  the  deputation  was  impugned.  Mr.  Cracknell  thought 
the  correspondence  was  private  as  between  Mr.  Pentney  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  had  nothing 
to  do  with  that  committee.  The  Chairman  deprecated 
further  discussion  on  the  subject,  which  had  arisen  through 
an  unfortunate  misunderstanding.  Messrs.  Campbell, 
Burton,  Bustard,  and  Pond  all  stated  that  they  had  no 
idea  I  he  conference  was  private,  but  each  thought  the  affair 
should  drop,  so  Mr.  Pentney  was  reluctantly  appeased. 

Parliamentary  Education. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  moved  by  Mr. 
Pentney  :— 

That  a  Parliamentary  Committee  of  seven  members  of  the 
General  Purposes  Committee  be  formed,  with  power  to  add  to 
their  number. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  the  aims  of  this  committee  would 
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be  to  watch  legislation  and  instruct  members  of  Parliament 
in  things  pharmaceutical.  The  Secretary  seconded  the 
proposition,  and  the  committee  will  consist  of  Messrs. 
Pentnoy,  Burton,  Truman,  Willson,  Betty,  Pickering,  Bunker, 
with  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  and  the  Hon.  Secretary  as  ex-offioio 
members. 

No  Paid  Canvasser. 

Mr.  Pentney's  next  resolution  suggested  the  appointment 
of  a  paid  canvasser  to  represent  to  chemists  of  the  London 
district  the  aims  and  claims  of  the  Association.  Mr. 
Edwards  was  the  seconder ;  but  the  Secretary  opposed  it 
on  the  ground  of  impracticability,  and  an  amendment  by  Mr. 
Burton,  "that  the  subject  of  a  paid  canvasser  be  post- 
poned indefinitely,"  was  carried. 

Lady  Members  and  Assistants. 

After  Mr.  Betty  had  been  assured  that  registered  lady 
chemists  were  eligible  for  membership  of  the  Association 
and  would  be  welcomed,  Mr.  Pickering  wanted  to  know 
whether  the  committee  would  allow  the  Chemists'  Managers' 
and  Assistants'  Society  to  become  affiliated  to  the  London 
Chemists'  Association.  Mr.  Pond  thought  the  idea  an  ex- 
cellent one,  and  moved  that  a  special  general  meeting  of 
the  Association  be  called  to  consider  the  matter ;  but  after 
some  desultory  conversation  and  a  cross-examination  of  Mr. 
Pickering  by  the  Secretary  as  to  the  personnel  and  life- 
history  of  the  Society,  it  was  felt  that  the  rules  of  the 
Association  barred  the  admission  of  the  Society,  and  the 
matter  dropped. 

Mr.  Campbell  was  disappointed  that  "  face-value  "  had 
not  been  insisted  on  as  the  minimum  at  the  recent  P.A.T.A. 
Convention  ;  but  the  Chairman  assured  him  that  the  dele- 
gates, discovering  the  impossibility  of  insisting  upon  that 
point,  had,  like  good  business  men,  made  the  best  bargain 
they  could.    This  concluded  the  business. 


Chemical  Society. 

At  the  meeting  held  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  December  17, 
Dr.  Emerson  Reynolds  presiding,  the  first  paper  was  by  Mr. 
Fenton,  of  Cambridge,  and  dealt  with  the 

Detection  op  Carbamide  and  other  Nitrogenous 
Compounds. 

The  reagent  employed  for  this  purpose  is  a  condensation 
product,  whose  constitution  is  at  present  unknown,  prepared 
from  methylfurfural  which  is  readily  obtained  by  the  action 
of  hydrogen  bromide  on  keto-hexoses,  such  as  lcvulose  and 
cellulose.  The  reagent  when  mixed  with  an  equal  part  of 
urea  gives  a  brilliant  blue  colour  on  the  further  addition  of 
any  substance  capable  of  furnishing  dry  hydrogen  chloride — 
e.g.,  acetyl  chloride  and  phosphorus  chloride.  The  same 
blue  colouration  is  produced  with  monoalkyl  substituted 
ureas,  but  is  not  given  by  the  disubstituted  compounds. 
A  similar  colour  is  produced  under  the  same  conditions  with 
aniline  and  other  primary  amines,  so  that  the  reagent 
appears  to  afford  a  means  of  diagnosing  the  NH2  group. 

Professor  James  Walker,  of  Dundee,  next  discussed 

The  State  of  Carbon  Dioxide  in  Aqueous  Solution. 

He  pointed  out  in  a  previous  paper  that  carbon  dioxide  in 
aqueous  solution  obeys  Ostwald's  dilution  law  as  tested  by 
electrical  conductivity,  and  so  it  appeared  possible  to  deter- 
mine the  amount  of  real  carbonic  acid  (H.2COs)  present  in 
the  solution  at  any  stage.  He  now  linds,  however,  that  the 
apparent  dissociation  constant  is  really  a  combination  of  two 
constants  dependent  upon  ionic  and  hydrolytic  dissociation 
respectively.  Professor  Walker's  second  paper  described  a 
new  method  for 

The  Qualitative  Separation  of  Arsenic,  Antimony, 
and  Tin. 

The  mixed  sulphides,  as  precipitated  in  Group  2,  are 
dissolved  in  caustic  soda  and  the  solution  boiled  with  a 
little  sodium  peroxide  to  oxidise  the  tin  salts  completely  to 
the  in  state.  Ammonium  chloride  is  then  added  to  the 
liquid  and  the  mixture  boiled,  when  the  tin  is  precipitated 
as  the  hydrated  stannic  oxide,  carrying  with  it  traces  of  the 
antimony.  For  the  separation  of  the  remaining  two  metals 
the  author  recommends  Bunsen's  method,  which  consists  in 


passing  sulphuretted  hydrogen  through  a  cold  hydrochloric 
acid  solution,  when  the  antimony  is  precipitated  first.  The 
third  paper,  contributed  by  Professor  Walker  and  Mr.  Fyffe 
gave  the  results  obtained  in  an  investigation  of 

The  Solubility  of  Barium  Acetate. 

It  was  found  that  the  solubility  curve  of  this  salt  is  not,  as 
was  previously  supposed,  a  continuous  line,  but  consists  of 
three  curves  cutting  each  other  at  the  temperatures  24°  "C. 
and  41°  C,  corresponding  to  the  progressive  dehydration  of 
the  ordinary  trihydrated  salt.  In  the  discussion  which 
followed  the  reading  of  this  paper,  Dr.  Tilden  pointed  out 
that  much  of  the  earlier  work  on  the  solubilities  of  metallic 
salts  required  revision — e.g.,  Etard  had  determined  the 
solubility  of  cupric  sulphate  in  water  at  13D°,  whereas  the 
speaker  had  found  that  a  basic  sulphate  is  produced  before 
this  temperature  is  reached ;  the  French  chemist's 
solubility  determinations  appeared,  however,  to  be  frequently 
quoted  in  chemical  literature,  and  were,  in  fact,  given  in 
Professor  Walker's  own  books. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Thorpe  and  Mr.  Young  then  described  a  method 
of  separating  the  isomeric  dimethylglutaric  acids,  which 
consists  in  heating  the  mixed  ammonium  salts  in  sealed 
tubes  whereby  the  cis  form  is  converted  into  its  imide, 
whilst  the  trans  form  remains  unchanged. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Metallic  Cyanides 

was  the  title  of  the  last  paper  read  by  Mr.  Marsh,  who  re- 
verted to  the  olcl-fashionea  view  that  the  cyanides  of  mercury 
and  silver  are  differently  constituted  from  those  of  other 
metals,  since  the  latter  are  oxidised  by  permanganate  to  the 
corresponding  cyanates,  whilst  the  former  undergo  a  com- 
plex decomposition.  Other  evidence,  drawn  principally  from 
the  results  of  hydrolysing  the  various  cyanides,  was  also 
brought  forward  in  support  of  this  view.  Mr.  Wade,  who  is 
the  English  exponent  of  the  isonitrile  view  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  metallic  cyanides,  pointed  out  that  the  oxidisa- 
bility  of  the  common  cyanides  by  permanganate  afforded  no 
real  evidence  as  to  their  constitution. 


Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
Society. 

A  special  general  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  on. 
December  12,  at  the  Montgomery  Hall,  Sheffield,  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  J.  Austen,  to  receive  the  report  of  the 
delegates  who  attended  the  P.A.T.A.  Convention.  The 
report  was  presented  by  Messrs.  J.  G.  Jackson  and  P.  Carr, 
and  after  some  discussion  it  was  decided  to  communicate 
with  the  Secretaries  of  the  Association  in  Sheffield,  in  order 
that  a  Conference  might  be  arranged  with  regard  to  future 
organisation. 

At  a  meeting  on  December  18,  Mr.  J.  Austen  presiding, 
Mr.  A.  Russell  Fox  gave  a  lecture  on 

Botanical  Science  :  Its  Mysteries  and 
Superstitions. 

He  referred  to  the  fact  that  in  the  early  ages  mankind  knew 
little  or  nothing  of  geology  or  mineralogy,  but  ancient  manu- 
scripts abounded  with  floral  allusions,  indicating  an  extensive 
acquaintance  with  the  vegetable  kingdom,  and  with  the 
practical  virtues  of  herbs.  iEsculapius  was  indebted  to 
botany  for  the  medicines  which  he  employed,  and  all  our 
ancient  Pharmacopoeias  were  furnished  from  flowers,  plants, 
or  herbs.  It  would  be  found  that  from  the  earliest  times, 
down  to  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century,  or  perhaps  well 
into  the  seventeenth  century,  botany  was  invariably  con- 
founded with  sorcery  or  witchcraft.  The  lecturer  enumerated 
those  plants  with  which  superstitions  are  most  prominently 
associated,  and  explained  the  supposed  reasons  which 
inspired  the  beliefs,  his  remarks  being  pleasantly  inter- 
spersed with  appropriate  quotations  from  Shakespeare  and 
the  classical  writers. 

Considerable  time  was  devoted  to  the  mistletoe,  deified 
by  the  Druids.  In  other  countries  besides  Britain  various 
superstitions  clustered  about  mistletoe,  including  Switzerland 
and  Germany,  and  it  played  a  prominent  part  in  the  cere- 
monies of  the  ancient  Greeks.  There  is  a  Scandinavian 
legend  that  Balder,  the  God  of  Mirth,  was  slain  by  an  arrow 
made  of  it.    Formerly  a  piece  of  mistletoe  hung  round  the 
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•  neck  was  considered  a  safeguard  against  witches,  but  in  our 
time  it  has  a  tendency  to  draw  the  members  of  one  sex  to 
witches  of  a  more  attractive  character. 

The  vervain  (  Verbena  officinalis),  or  the  holy  herb  of  Dios- 
corides,  was  reputed  to  cure  thirty  maladies,  and  to  possess 
great  moral  qualities,  notably  in  changing  enemies  into 
friends.  It  is  used  in  Essex  to  this  day  as  a  remedy  for  the 
king's  evil.  The  patient  is  to  wear  a  root  of  it  next  to  his 
skin,  and  suspended  round  his  neck,  and  to  use  a  daily  in- 
cantation in  order  to  gain  the  reputed  benefits.  Mr.  Fox 
dealt  similarly  with  St.  John's  wort,  brook- weed  or  water 
pimpernel,  rue,  the  giant  common  fennel,  and  mugwort. 
Speaking  of  the  house -leek,  he  said  it  was  supposed  to 
.possess  the  power  of  averting  lightning  from  the  building  on 
which  it  was  planted,  and  he  stated  that  the  early  Christians 
looked  upon  certain  flowers  with  much  reverence,  and  dedi- 
cated them  to  saints,  among  the  number  being  the  lily, 
hyacinth,  daffodil,  clematis,  lady  thistle,  lady's  finger,  &c. 
Hollyhock  is  a  corruption  of  holy  oak,  so-called  because  the 
Crusaders  were  said  to  have  brought  it  from  the  Holy  Land. 
Holly  was  known  to  the  monks  as  the  holy  tree.  The  lecture 
was  highly  appreciated,  and  Mr.  Fox  received  a  cordial  vote 
,of  thanks  at  the  close. 


East  Sussex  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday,  December  11,  at  the 
Devonshire  Hotel,  Bexhill,  the  President  (Mr.  Rossiter)  in 
the  chair.  Mr.  John  Smith,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Ripley  and 
himself,  reported  that  they  attended  the  P.A.T.A.  Conven- 
tion, and  spoke  of  the  businesslike  character  of  the  proceed- 
ifigs,  and  the  short  and  pithy  way  in  which  the  arrangements 
were  advanced  all  reflecting  credit  on  the  pharmaceutical 
body.  It  was  clear  to  all  that  retail  chemists  have  dis- 
covered that  profitless  trading  contributes  nothing  towards 
the  working  of  a  business,  and  he  felt  the  P.A.T.A.  would 
make  rapid  progress  in  the  near  future.  Mr.  Rossiter  pro- 
posed that  a  distinctive  label  should  be  affixed  to  all  P.A.T.A. 
articles,  and  suggested  that  a  private  trade-mark  should  be 
printed  on  each,  giving  the  minimum  P.A.T.A.  price.  A  vote 
of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  John  Smith  and  Mr.  Ripley. 


Western  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the  Westbourne 
Restaurant,  Craven  Road,  W.,  on  December  17,  which  was 
attended  by  about  twenty  members.  The  chair  was  occupied 
by  She  President,  Mr.  J.  W.  Bowen,  who  delivered  his 

Inaugural  Address. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  which  were  pithy  and  to  the 
point,  Mr.  Bowen  said  that  hitherto  he  had  played  the  part 
of  an  onlooker  in  pharmaceutical  politics.  He  was  much 
struck  with  the  awakening  interest  in  the  subject  shown  by 
chemists  throughout  the  country.  He  welcomed  the  growth 
of  local  associations  as  a  source  of  strength  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  and  to  the  craft  generally.  Tne  Council's 
draft  Bill,  when  adapted  to  modern  conditions,  will,  if 
passed,  give  pharmacists  all,  he  thought,  they  can  reasonably 
expect.  He  deeply  regretted  the  foolish  fashion  of  stigma- 
tising the  Pharmaceutical  Council  as  stagnating  and  un- 
businesslike. The  Council  was  composed  of  good  business 
men,  with  the  same  aims  and  aspirations  as  the  majority  of 
pharmacists.  "  The  Council  is  as  we  make  it,"  said  Mr. 
Bowen.  "  It  is  elected  on  democratic  lines,  and  when  we 
belittle  it  we  belittle  ourselves."  He  commended  the  speech 
.  oi  Mr.  Rymer  Young  at  Bradford  to  the  careful  perusal  of 
all  chemists.  Mr.  Young  showed  clearly  how  the  Council 
had  unwillingly  been  forced  by  pressure  of  circumstances  to 
take  up  the  position  indicated  in  the  terms  of  the  draft  Bill. 
He  hoped  the  trade  generally  would  be  satisfied  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  Poisons  Committee  when  made 
public,  but  it  was  ominous  that  Mr.  Walter  Hills  had  found 
it  necessary  to  write  a  minority  report.  Mr.  Bowen  then 
touched  upon  the  P.A.T.A.  Convention,  describing  it  as  the 
most  remarkable  gathering  of  pharmacists  he  had  ever  seen. 
The  organisers  of  the  Convention  were  to  be  congratulated, 
but  he  somewhat  feared  the  effect  of  such  a  gathering  on 
the  mind  of  those  that  legislate  for  us.  A  nervous  public 
also  may  rush  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  in  the  nature 


•of  a  trade  union  or  a  ring  for  raising  prices,  and  it  would 
be  a  difficult  matter  to  convince  them  to  the  contrary. 
This  was  a  view  which  he  hoped  pharmacists  would  do  all 
in  their  power  to  dispel,  for  there  is  no  saying  what  may 
happen  to  the  profession  of  pharmacy  if  the  idea  gains 
ground  that  pharmacists  after  all  are  merely  traders.  He 
thanked  members  for  his  election  to  the  presidency,  and 
urged  a  larger  attendance  at  the  meetings  of  the  Association. 

Mr.  W.  Prior  Robinson  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
President  for  his  interesting  and  thoughtful  address,  and 
Mr.  C.  B.  Allen,  in  seconding,  said  the  address  was  full  of 
points  worthy  of  careful  consideration  by  all  pharmacists. 
He  spoke  from  personal  experience  of  the  value  of  local 
associations,  and  lauded  the  P.A.T.A.  Convention.  He  did 
not  share  the  fear  of  the  President  regarding  the  effect  of 
the  meeting  on  the  public  mind.  He  had  always  held  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  pharmacist,  by  the  circulation  of 
literary  matter  and  by  personal  conversation,  to  educate  the 
public  in  his  views  regarding  pharmaceutical  affairs.  This 
can  be  done  without  showing  any  great  bias,  or  without 
introducing  the  question  of  £  s.  d.  at  all.  In  this  manner 
much  can  be  done  towards  checking  the  evils  of  company- 
trading  ;  thus  may  we  grapple  with  and  throttle  the  parasite 
that  is  choking  pharmacy.  Mr.  F.  A.  Rogers  supported  the 
motion,  and  Mr.  Albert  Cooper  did  likewise.  Mr.  Cooper 
said  he  had  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in  trade  matters. 
To  his  mind  the  line  of  demarcation  between  stamped  and 
unstamped  proprietaries  was  very  fine,  and  he  believed  no 
pharmacist  had  a  right  to  refuse  to  sell  proprietary  articles. 
It  was  part  of  the  chemist's  business  to  do  so,  but  he  should 
see  to  it  that  these  proprietaries  bore  him  a  working  profit. 
This  led  Mr.  Cooper  on  to  his  favourite  themes — the  P.A.T.A, 
and  the  CD.  A. — both  of  which  he  commended  heartily  and 
eloquently.  As  a  result  of  the  Convention  he  mentioned 
that  about  twenty  new  firms  had  joined  the  P.A.T.A.  The 
President,  replying,  was  comforted  by  the  thought  that  his 
fears  regarding  the  effect  of  the  Convention  were  not  shared 
by  other  members.  His  fear  was  not  so  much  regarding  its 
effect  on  the  general  public  as  on  such  bodies  as  the  General 
Medical  Council  and  the  Government.  He  quite  sympathised 
with  Mr.  Cooper's  remarks  regarding  the  good  done  by  the 
P.A.T.A.  Chemists  could  not  afford  to  banish  proprietary 
articles  for  pharmacy.  He  did  not  do  so.  He  supplied 
every  proprietary  that  was  asked  for.  Occasionally,  when 
his  advice  was  asked  as  to  the  virtues  of  a  proprietary,  he 
simply  told  his  customer  he  could  give  no  opinion,  as  he  was 
totally  unaware  of  the  composition  of  the  article. 

The  Education  of  Coroners. 

The  Spalding  Deputy-Coroner's  remarks  in  the  man- 
slaughter charge  against  a  chemist  (see  page  997)  were 
referred  to  by  Mr.  H.  Cracknell.  The  Coroner's  remarks 
were,  as  usual,  said  Mr.  Cracknell,  quite  uncalled  for,  and 
moreover  he  said  that,  inasmuch  as  the  chemist  had  pre- 
scribed, he  had  coutravened  the  Pharmacy  Act.  They  all 
knew  that  the  Pharmacy  Act  had  nothing  to  do  with  pre- 
scribing, therefore  he  thought  Associations  such  as  theirs 
might  do  a  little  towards  educating  coroners  by  drawing 
their  attention  to  such  glaring  errors.  Mr.  R.  H.  Jones 
considered  it  outside  the  province  of  the  Western  Chemists' 
Association  to  interfere  in  an  affair  at  Spalding,  but  thought 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  take  action.  The 
Registrar  might  send  the  Coroner  a  copy  of  the  Pharmacy 
Acts.  Action  in  the  matter  was  deprecated  by  Mr.  Allen, 
who  thought  it  unwise  to  attempt  to  interfere  at  this  junc- 
ture while  the  affair  is  still  sub  judiee.  In  all  probability 
the  Registrar  would  communicate  with  the  Coroner  at  the 
proper  time.  Mr.  Rogers  agreed  with  Mr.  Allen,  and  the 
matter  dropped. 


Eastbourne  Chemists'  Assistants' 
Association. 

At  the  fortnightly  meeting,  held  on  Thursday,  December  11, 
at  the  Royal  Restaurant,  an  interesting  paper  was  read  by 
Mr.  W.  E.  Pilgrim  ou  cod-liver  oil.  He  dealt  with  the 
extraction  of  the  oil  from  the  liver,  and  gave  a  description 
of  the  process  used  on  a  floating  factory.  A  good  discussion 
followed.  The  annual  dinner  of  the  Association  is  to  take 
place  early  in  January  next. 
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Reading  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  December  11,  the  President 
(Mr.  E.  Cardwell)  in  the  chair. 

Trade  Co-operation 

was  the  subject  discussed.  The  President  referred  to 
combined  buying  by  chemists  in  the  district,  the  necessity 
for  unity  of  action,  and  the  advantages  that  would  accrue  if 
mutual  arrangements  could  be  made  for  dealing  with  closing 
on  Sundays  and  Bank  Holidays.  Mr.  Mays  was  of  opinion 
that  the  greatest  benefit  would  arise  from  co-operation,  not 
so  much  in  buying,  as  in  the  principles  of  business,  such  as 
fixing  minimum  prices  for  proprietaries  and  dispensing,  and 
arranging  hours  of  closing  and  holidays.  He  then  traced 
the  tendency  of  industrial  evolution,  showing  the  change 
that  had  come  during  the  last  century,  and  pointed  out  the 
necessity  for  exercising  great  caution  in  using  combination 
as  a  weapon  against  competition.  Mr.  C.  Bradley  thought 
with  regard  to  individual  businesses  becoming  either  blotted 
out  or  absorbed  into  the  large  companies,  that  in  the  drug- 
trade  the  limited  supply  of  qualified  managers  would  prevent 
matters  going  quite  so  far.  In  regard  to  combined  buying, 
he  suggested  the  formation  of  a  wholesale  depot  as  a  limited 
company,  in  which  the  chemists  of  the  district  should  be 
chief  shareholders.  The  discussion  then  became  general, 
but  it  was  felt  impossible  at  this  stage  to  move  any  definite 
resolution.  _'. 


Business  Cbanges. 


Mr.  D.  T.  Evans,  of  Margate,  has  purchased  the  stock 
and  fixtures  in  Mr.  G.  F.  Ashton's  pharmacy  at  Birchington. 

Mr.  J.  Noble,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Greenhill,  Harrow, 
is  about  to  open  new  premises  on  up-to-date  lines  at 
Wallington,  Surrey. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Crawley,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Abbotsford, 
Melbourne,  Victoria,  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr. 
Edwin  B.  Morgan,  at  318  Nechells  Park  Koad,  Birmingham. 

Mr.  F.  Major,  chemist  and  druggist,  St.  Ives,  Cornwall, 
has  removed  to  the  opposite  side  of  Tregenna  Place,  where 
he  is  now  occupying  more  commodious  premises,  known  as 
"The  Tregenna  Pharmacy." 

The  business  of  Mr.  O.  E.  Windemer,  at  125  Camden  Road, 
Tunbridge  Wells,  has  been  purchased  by  Mr.  William  Arthur 
Phillips,  chemist  and  druggist,  Tenby,  and  not  by  his 
brother,  as  stated  in  last  week's  issue. 

In  consequence  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Edward  Cleaver 
(proprietor  of  Dietrichsen's  Rondeletia,  Dr.  de  Sanctis's  Pills, 
Mulreaddy's  Pills,  &c),  Mrs.  Cleaver  has  arranged  a  partner- 
ship with  Mr.  Ernest  T.  Bell,  under  whose  management  the 
business  will  be  carried  on  with  the  old  title  at  39  Great 
Portland  Street,  Oxford  Street,  W. 


BENEVOLENT- FUND  ELECTION. 

A  meeting  for  the  election  of  five  annuitants  took  place  at 
16  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  on  December  9.  There  were 
six  candidates  before  the  electors,  the  following  being  the 
result  of  the  voting,  which  was  declared  at  3  o'clock,  the 
first  five  being  the  successf  ul  candidates  : — 


Hughes,  George   3,972 

Jones,  M.  H   2,514 

Masters,  Mary    4j321 

Sincox,  E.  S   4J58 

Trotrnan,  A.  C                                  ...  7  426 

Tyrer,  T.  F   1,876 


The  above  figures  include  the  votes  allowed  to  those  candi- 
dates who  have  been  subscribers  to  the  Fund,  and  also  those 
carried  forward,  in  the  case  of  the  unsuccessful  candidates, 
from  last  year.  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  was  in  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  E.  N.  Butt,  as  usual,  was  chairman  of  the  scrutineers. 
The  number  of  voting-papers  received  was  3,806,  of  which 
89  were  informal. 


"  Belujbtfullp  Sootbino." 

The  Case  Stated  for  the  High  Court. 


IN  the  appeal  by  the  plaintiff  in  the  case  of  Jameson  v. 
Sanguinetti,  Messrs.  Montagu  Sharpe  and  John  Carver, 
J.P.s  for  Middlesex,  have  by  instructions  of  the  King's 
Bench  Division,  stated  a  case,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
summary  : — 

1.  Upon  the  hearing  of  the  information  the  following  facts  were 
proved :  (a)  The  respondent  is  a  duly  qualified  and  registered 
chemist  and  druggist,  at  120  TJxbridge  Road,  West  Ealing  ;  (6)  on 
December  14,  1901,  he  sold  to  Jameson  a  box  of  pastilles  or 
lozenges  which  was  unstamped,  and  to  which  was  affixed  a  label  as 
follows : — 

F.  Sanguinetti,  Ealing. 
Pure  Gum  Pastilles. 


INFLUENZA. 

Delightfully  soothing  to  singers  and  public  speakers. 
Must  be  kept  in  a  cool  place. 

2.  The  stamp-duties  on  medicines  are  granted  by  the  Acts 
[specified  with  schedule  (The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary, 
1903,  page  521,  beginning  "  and  also  all  other  "  down  to  "  human 
body")].  Section  2  of  the  Act  52  Geo.  III.,  c.  150,  imposes  a 
penalty  of  10?.  upon  any  person  who  shall  utter,  &c,  any  packet 
of  the  medicines  set  forth  in  the  schedule  unstamped. 

3.  It  was  contended  on  behalf  of  the  appellant  [Jameson]  that 
the  word  "  influenza  "  was  printed  on  the  label  for  the  purpose  of 
inducing  the  public  to  consider  that  the  pastille-;  were  beneficial 
for  the  prevention,  cure,  or  relief  of  influenza,  and  that  the  words 
"  delightfully  soothing  to  singers  and  public  speakers "  were 
printed  thereon  as  a  recommendation  of  the  sa  d  pastilles  as 
beneficial  for  the  prevention,  cure,  or  relief  of  such  ailments  or 
complaints  of  the  throat  as  are  common  with  singers  and  public 
speakers,  and  that,  therefore,  the  pastilles  were  within  the  words 
of  the  schedule. 

4.  It  was  contended  on  behalf  of  the  respondent  [Sanguinetti] 
that  the  word  "influenza"  was  upon  the  label  as  a  word  of 
description  or  designation  in  order  to  distinguish  it  from  several 
other  kinds  of  pure  gum  pastilles  which  are  asked  for  by  the  public 
under  their  respective  names.  In  support  of  this  contention 
boxes  containing  six  other  kinds  of  pure  gum  pastilles  kept  in 
stock  and  exposed  for  sale  by  the  respondent  at  the  time  and 
place  aforesaid  were  produced.  The  respondent  a'so  relied  upon 
the  instructions  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  their  officers 
dated  January,  1902,  a  printed  copy  of  which  was  produced,  con- 
taining the  following  passage  :  "  The  Board  recognise  the  necessity 
that  exists  for  giving  to  a  preparation  such  a  designation  or  name 
as  shall  distinguish  it  from  other  medicines,  and  they  do  not 
attribute  any  further  meaning  to  such  words  as  cough-mixturj, 
liver-pills,  lip-salve,  teething-powders,  corn-paint,  &c."  It  was 
further  contended  that  the  words  "  delightfully  soothing  to  singers 
and  public  speakers  "  did  not  refer  to  any  distemper,  malady, 
ailment,  or  complaint  affecting  the  human  body,  and  that  the  word 
"influenza  "  alone  did  not  constitute  a  holding-out  or  recom- 
mendation. 

5.  We  considered  that  the  words  "  delightfully  soothing  to  singers 
and  public  speakers"  were  not  definitely  connected  with  the  word 
"  influenza,"  and  that  by  themselves  they  contained  no  mention  of 
any  ailment  incident  to  or  affecting  the  human  body,  and  that  the 
word  "influenza"  alone  did  not  constitute  a  holding-out  or  recom- 
mendation that  the  pastilles  were  beneficial  for  the  prevention, 
cure  [eve.],  and  thereupon  we  found,  as  already  set  forth  in  our 
affidavit  to  the  King's  Bench  Division  in  this  case,  and  dated 
1st  May,  1902,  "  that  the  said  words  upon  the  aforesaid  label  did  not 
in  fact  hold  out  or  recommend  to  the  public  any  nostrum,  pro- 
prietary medicine,  or  specific,  or  that  the  pastilles  were  beneficial 
for  the  prevention,  cure,  or  relief  of  any  distemper  within  the 
meaning  of  the  said  Act,  and  we  accordingly  dismissed  the  in- 
formation." 

6.  The  question  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  is  whether  our 
decision  that  the  said  box  of  pastilles  labelled  as  aforesaid  was  not 
within  the  words  of  the  said  schedule  is  correct. 

The  case  will  be  heard  after  the  Christmas  vacation. 


The  New  Hair-dye. — Dr.  Lud wig  Bissinger,  a  pharmacist 
of  Kempten,  in  Bavaria,  has  been  fined  5/.  for  selling  a  hair- 
dye  containing  paraphenylendiamine.  It  was  marked 
"Absolutely  harmless  "  ;  the  purchaser,  however,  a  business- 
man of  Munich,  found  that  its  use  caused  inflammation  of 
the  skin. 
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festivities 


"  Au  Kevoie." 

On  Friday  evening  of  last  week,  Mr.  Walter  G.  Piper, 
F.L.S.,  editor  of  the  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia, 
■who  has  been  visiting  headquarters  during  the  past  few 

months,  was  enter- 
tained to  dinner  at 
the  "Pall  Mall" 
by  his  colleagues 
in  42  Cannon 
Street.  Mr.  Henry 
Walker  presided, 
Mr.  Meyjes  and 
Mr.  MacEwan  oc- 
cupying the  vice- 
chairs.  It  was  a 
happy  evening  in 
every  respect — ar- 
tist, poet,  singers, 
and  speakers  con- 
tributing to  make 
it  memorable  to 
Mr.  Piper,  who 
has  been  five- 
and-twenty  years 
with  the  firm.  He 
served  his  appren- 
ticeship at  Nor- 
wich, and  nego- 
tiated the  Minor 

in  1874,  three  years  later  joining  the  C.  $  JD.  staff  as 
assistant-editor.  In  1885  he  went  to  Melbourne  to  edit  the 
Australasian  journals,  and  has  been  closely  identified  with 
Colonial  pharmacy  since.  Mr.  Piper  returns  to  Melbourne 
with  his  family  on  December  22. 

Festive  Midlanders. 

The  annual  tea  and  concert  of  the  employes  of  Messrs. 
Blackwell,  Hayes  &  Co.,  manufacturing  chemists,  Moor 
Street,  Birmingham,  was  held  at  the  Cobden  Hotel, 
Birmingham,  on  December  13,  Mr.  J.  Blackwell,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  in  the  chair.  Supporting  the  Chairman 
were  Messrs.  J.  Hayes,  Clarkson,  Broderick,  Nesbit,  Atkinson, 
and  Foster.  After  tea  a  musical  programme  followed,  songs 
being  contributed  by  Messrs.  W.  Hunter,  H.  Crisp,  F.  Fleet- 
wood Edridge,  W.  Seward,  W.  Wood,  and  Misses  L.  Mantle, 
A.  Groves,  A.  Shaw,  and  W.  May.  Mr.  A.  Cartwright  was 
the  accompanist. 

Bradford  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  conveersazione  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening, 
December  16,  at  the  Koyal  Hotel  Bradford.  Owing  to  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather  the  attendance  was  not  very  large. 
The  evening  was  agreeably  filled  in  with  an  entertainment  to 
which  Mr.  Dutton  contributed  his  admirable  topical  ven- 
triloquial  sketch  ;  Miss  Hodgson,  Miss  Mitchell,  Mr.  Vallance, 
Mr.  Silson,  and  Mr.  Hanson  contributed  songs,  being  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  J.  A.  Mitchell;  and  one  of  Messrs.  Kiley 
Brother's  lanternists  gave  a  very  enjoyable  exhibition  of 
cinematograph  pictures. 

A  Students'  Dinner. 

On  December  11  the  fourth  annual  dinner  of  the  students 
of  the  West  of  Scotland  College  of  Pharmacy  took  place  at 
the  Alexandra  Hotel,  Glasgow,  about  one  hundred  being 
X-resent.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  T.  S.  Barrie,  F.C.S. 
(Principal),  and  the  toast  of  the  evening — "The  College" — 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill.  Mr.  Hill  emphasised 
the  need  for  "  tradition  "  in  a  college  or  school,  and  the  ac- 
quisition of  knowledge  not  only  for  the  day,  but  for  the 
future.  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie  presented  the  prizes  and  diplomas 
to  the  successful  students  of  the  last  session,  and  after- 
wards Mr.  Barrie  replied  to  Mr.  Hill's  toast.  An  enjoyable 
musical  programme  followed,  songs  being  given  by  Messrs. 
Currie,  Dow,  McNab,  and  Carmichael.  Selections  on  the 
gramophone  and  concertina  were  also  contributed. 


Nottingham  Chemists'  Association. 

One  of  the  most  successful  annual  dinners  in  connection 
with  the  Nottingham  Chemists'  Association  took  place  on 
December  11.  The  assembly  was  the  thirty-fourth  of  its 
character,  and  both  the  President  and  Vice-President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  (Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme  and  Mr. 
C.  B.  Allen)  were  present.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr. 
K.  Fitzhugh,  J.P.,  the  veteran  President  of  the  Association, 
and  there  were  also  present :  Alderman  F.  E.  Radford,  J. P., 
Councillors  J.  A.  H.  Green  and  A.  Page,  the  Chief  Constable 
(Mr.  P.  S.  Clay),  Mr.  T.  Wilson  (Vice-President  of  the  Not- 
tingham Association),  Dr.  Cattle,  Dr.  Proctor,  Mr.  A.  Eberlin 
and  Mr.  W.  Gill  (Secretaries),  Messrs.  F.  R.  Sergeant,  C.  A. 
Bolton,  F.  Vallance  (Mansfield),  A.  C.  Vallance  (Man*field), 
J.  Harrop  (Mansfield),  W.  J.  Clay,  Croft,  J.  Stanley,  John 
Brown,  A.  R.  Bennett,  R.  Weatherley,  A.  E.  Turton,  C. 
Prince,  Carr  (Sheffield),  A.  E.  Beilby,  J.  Radford,  R.  H. 
Beverley,  H.  Bailey,  J.  Beachell,  A.  W.  Dickens,  J.  Smith, 
E.  Daniel,  and  G.  J.  R.  Parkes. 

The  toast  of  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  "  was  proposed 
by  Mr.  Fitzhugh,  and  Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme  replied.  He 
said  a  matter  which  had  occupied  the  attention  of  everyone 
connected  with  pharmacy  throughout  the  country  had  been 
as  to  what  would  be  the  final  report  of  the  Commission 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  sale  of  poisons.  It  was 
generally  understood,  although  it  had  not  been  published, 
that  the  report  would  be  pretty  well  in  one  direction, 
favouring  the  idea  that  persons  other  than  chemists  and 
druggists  should  sell  poisons.  As  chemists,  they  must 
recollect  that  they  had  a  duty  to  themselves  as  well  as  to  the 
public,  and  it  was  necessary  for  the  16,000  or  17,000  members 
of  the  trade  to  join  the  Pharmaceutical  S  iciety  if  they 
were  to  exercise  an  effective  resistance  to  any  undesirable 
legislation  that  might  be  introduced  after  the  presentation 
of  the  report  of  the  Poisons  Commission  to  Parliament. 
(Applause.)  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  also  replied,  and  urged  the 
claims  of  the  Benevolent  Fund. 

The  toast  of  "  The  Nottingham  and  Notts  Chemists' 
Association"  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Newsholme,  to  which 
Mr.  Eberlin  and  Mr.  E.  Gascoyne  replied. 

Other  toasts  were  "  The  Mayor,  Magistrates,  and  Corpora- 
tion of  the  City,"  "  The  Visitors,"  and  "  The  Chairman." 

Newcastle  Chemists'  Association. 

The  members  of  this  Association  dined  together  at  the 
Hotel  Metropole,  Newcastle-  on-Tyne,  on  Wednesday  evening, 
December  10,  the  function  being  the  most  successful  of  the 
six  so  far  held — indeed,  the  Association  is  this  year  showing 
a  vigour  that  is  usually  found  only  in  more  youthful 
societies.  Amongst  the  seventy  diners  were  the  President 
and  Mrs.  G.  F.  Merson,  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill  (Edinburgh), 
the  Mayor  of  Sunderland  (Councillor  H.  J.  Turnbull,  chemist 
and  druggist),  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  M.  Clague,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
F.  R.  Dudderidge,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Gilc'erdale,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  Bonsor,  Mr.  and  Miss  Pattinson  (Y\h;tley  Bay),  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ed.  Dean,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Bailes,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C. 
Ridley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Wright,  the  Hon.  Secretary  and 
Mrs.  Atkins,  Mr.  A.  W.  Golightly  (Hon.  Secretary  Sunderland 
Association),  Councillor  L.  Thompson  (Sunderland),  and 
Dr.  Dagger.  Dinner  over,  the  President  gave  the  loyal 
toasts,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  F.  R.  Dudderidge  with  the 
toast  of  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain." 
Mr.  Dudderidge,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  said  in  order 
that  pharmacy  might  be  promoted  it  was  essential  that  the 
Society  should  take  steps  to  give  them  a  vigorous  lead.  It 
was  thirty-four  years  since  the  Pharmacy  Act  was  passed, 
and  yet,  to  a  very  great  extent,  the  position  of  pharma- 
ceutists now  was  more  unfortunate  and  unhappy  than  it 
was  then.  They  were  told  that  that  was  due  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  apathy  of  the  trade.  There  was  a  great  deal 
of  truth  in  that,  but  members  of  the  trade  were  not 
apathetic  in  opposing  the  views  put  forward  either  from 
Bloomsbury  Square  or  Cannon  Street.  That  was  a  healthy 
sign,  and  instead  of  pooh-poohing  such  views  and  trying  to 
shut  up  the  men  who  promoted  them  the  Society  would  do 
better  by  endeavouring  to  capture  such  men  and  make  them 
its  loyal  supporters. 

Mr.  Rutherford  Hill,  whose  name  was  associated  with 
the  toast,  said  Newcastle  men  had  always  taken  a  prominent 
and  loyal  part  in  sustaining  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in 
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its  work.  The  primary  need  of  the  Society  at  the  present 
moment  was,  he  said,  not  criticism,  not  praise,  but  members. 
They  were  cursed  by  this  fact — that  the  majority  of  the 
registered  chemists  in  Great  Britain  were  not  members  of 
the  Society.  Speaking  of  the  Poisons  Committee's  report, 
he  said  they  would  have  to  see  to  it  that  the  report  and  any 
action  which  might  follow  was  in  accordance  with  what 
had  been  the  established  principle  of  poisons  legislation  of 
the  United  Kingdom  and  in  all,  the  British-  colonies  for  the 
last  thirty-four  years.  They  were  not  going  back ;  they 
were  going  to  maintain  their  standard,  and,  if  possible,  they 
were  going  forward. 

The  Mayor  of  Sunderland  gave  "Newcastle  and  Kindred 
Chemists'  Associations."  He  considered  such  organisations 
were  a  great  factor  in  helping  to  combat  the  present-day 
disabilities  under  which  chemists  laboured,  and  thought 
that  trade  and  social  matters  should  most  properly  figure 
largely  in  their  programmes.  Mr.  W.  Atkins  (Hon.  Secre- 
tary), in  response,  emphasised  the  necessity  for  better 
organisation  at  the  present  day,  and  advocated  payment  of 
an  annual  registration-fee  by  chemists  and  druggists. 
Other  toasts  were  "  Our  Visitors,"  by  Mr.  M.  F.  Weston, 
Mr.  A.  W.  Golightly  responding  ;  "  The  Ladies,"  by  Mr.  W. 
Kerse,  Mr.  Layno  replying;  and  "  Our  Musical  Friends,"  by 
Mr.  Gilderdale.  The  musical  programme  was  contributed  to 
by  Mr.  C.  Bonsor,  Mr.  J.  T.  Kerse,  Mr.  Stoddart,  Mr.  Self, 
and  Mr.  Tindall,  whilst  Mr.  Layne  was  in  happy  vein  with 
his  recitations. 

Glasgow  Students'  Supper. 

The  fifth  annual  supper  of  the  students  of  this  School  was 
held  on  Tuesday  evening,  December  16,  in  the  North  British 
Station  Hotel,  Glasgow,  Mr.  John  Lothian  (Principal)  in  the 
chair.  The  toast  of  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  "  was  given 
by  Mr.  J.  P.  Taylor,  and  replied  to  by  Mr.  J.  Kutherford  Hill. 
Mr.  W.  L.  Currie  presented  the  Kinnimont  gold  medal, 
remarking  that  this  was  the  sixth  year  in  succession  that  it 
had  been  gained  by  a  student  of  this  School.  The  winner 
this  year  was  Miss  Annie  M.  Barr,  Gourcck,  who  had  sent  in 
an  excellent  paper.  The  medal  was  received  on  behalf  of 
Miss  Barr  by  Mr.  Lothian.  The  toast  of  "  The  Glasgow 
School  of  Pharmacy  "  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Martin  Meldrum, 
and  replied  to  by  the  Principal.  A  successful  programme  of 
songs  and  recitations  was  rendered  by  Messrs.  Currie, 
Dickson,  Ewing,  Gowans,  Hannah,  Gilmour,  Lothian, 
Macleod,  and  McKerrow. 

Smoking-concerts. 

The  "Allenburys"  Cricket  Club  is  to  hold  a  Bohemian 
concert  at  the  London  Ta\ern,  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C.,  on 
Friday,  January  2,  1903.  Tickets  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Hon.  Secretary,  Wm.  Goldman,  c/o  Allen  &  Hanburys 
(Limited),  Bethnal  Green ;  W.  J.  Petty,  811  Salisbury  House, 
London  Wall,  E.C.  ;  or  any  member  of  the  Club. 

A  smoking-concert  in  connection  with  the  Midland 
Pharmaceutical  Association  was  held  at  the  Great  Western 
Hotel,  Birmingham,  on  December  11.  Mr.  Jeffrey  Poole 
presided  over  a  numerous  gathering.  Mr.  Hussy,  manager 
of  the  hotel,  gave  a  couple  of  recitations,  and  songs  were 
rendered  by  Messrs.  W.  Burton,  F.  J.  Horner,  W.  J.  Wilson, 
and  J.  Walker.    The  evening  was  thoroughly  enjoyed. 

A  smoking-concert  took  place  on  December  11  at  the 
Koyal  Oak,  Sheffield,  in  connection  with  Boots'  Football 
Club.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  S.  Paddon,  and, 
though  the  attendance  was  not  large,  a  very  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent.  Songs  were  given  by  Messrs.  H. 
Autcliffe,  W.  Parkin,  Moseley,  and  the  Brothers  Bennett. 
Mr.  G.  Lee  gave  selections  on  the  concertina,  and  Mr.  Hill 
performed  on  the  mandoline.  Mr.  C.  Parkin  was  accom- 
panist. 

The  Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club  held  their  eleventh 
annual  smoking-concert  in  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Edinburgh, 
on  December  15.  Dr.  Inglis  Clark  (Hon.  President)  occupied 
the  chair.  A  long  and  varied  programme  of  excellent  talent 
was  got  through  expeditiously,  and  was  appreciated  to  the 
full  by  a  large  and  representative  turnout.  The  Chairman 
himself  gave  selections  on  the  'cello,  and  among  other 
artistes  were  Messrs.  J.  P.  Gibb,  Kowland,  Tait,  Bell,  Lush, 
Mitchell,  Bertram,  and  Gray.  During  an  interval  the  Dick 
Coif  M  dal  (presented  by  Mr.  Robt.  Dick,  of  Messrs.  Duncan, 


Flockhart  &  Co.)  and  the  T.  &  H.  Smith  Trophy  were  handed 
over  to  the  successful  competitors  of  the  past  season — viz., 
Dick  Medal,  Mr.  D.  S.  Philp  ;  T.  &  H.  Smith  Trophy,  Messrs. 
Weir  and  Philp. 

A  smoking-concert  in  connection  with  the  Middlesex 
Hospital  took  place  in  Queen's  Hall  on  December  9,  Mr. 
Henry  Morris,  F.R.C.S.,  in  the  chair.  The  gathering  was  a 
most  successful  one,  and  after  payment  of  expenses  there  is 
likely  to  be  a  considerable  sum  to  hand  over  to  the  Middlesex 
Hospital  Cancer  Charity.  A  dazzling  constellation  of  no 
fewer  than  sixty -five  of  the  stars  that  sparkle  in  the  theatrical 
firmament  were  billed  to  appear,  including  such  divergent, 
types  of  entertainment  as  Messrs.  H.  B.  Irving,  Louis  Brad- 
field,  Lionel  Brough,  George  Robey,  Wallis  Arthur, 
Herbert  Campbell,  Pat  Rafferty,  and  Signor  Tito  Mattei ; 
Miles.  Topsy  Sinden,  Marguerite  Cornille,  Edna  May, 
Vesta  Victoria,  Ada  Reeve,  and  Madame  Inverni.  The 
frontispiece  of  the  programme  is  a  clever  work  of  art,  repre- 
sentative of  various  (imaginary)  incidents  in  a  medical 
student's  career.  The  predominance  of  skulls  and  cross- 
bones  has  a  rather  gruesome  suggestion  to  the  lay|  mind, 
which  a  sprinkling  of  Maw's  surgical  instruments  hardly 
dispels.  But  the  George-Robey-esque  prehistoric  physician 
sounding  a  prehistoric  patient  with  a  ram's-horn  is  very  funny, 
especially  when  it  is  noticed  that  the  murderous-looking 
bludgeon  he  carries  typifies  the  prehistoric  anaesthetic. 


G^e^marfcs  HppUefc  Jfor. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  applications 
shou'd  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  D  Alton,  Esq.,  O.B.,  Comptroller -General  of 
Patents,  Designs,  ani  Trade-mirks,  at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.O.,  within  one  month  of  the 
dates  mentioned.  The  objection  mast  be  statel  on  Trade-marks 
Form  J,  cost  £1,  obtainable  through  any  money-o:-der  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  November  26.) 

"  Grosswood  " ;  for  chemicals.  By  Gross,  Sherwood  &  Heald 
(Limited),  Trafalgar  Bridge,  Old  Kent  Road,  S.E.  248,373. 

"Expho";  for  photographic  chemicals.  By  F.  S.  Ogilvie, 
12  Melina  Place,  »t.  John's  Wood,  N.W.  249,274. 

"  Armabron  " ;  for  chemicals.  By  Griffiths  Brothers  &  Co., 
29  Macks  Road,  Bermondsey,  S.E.  249,500. 

"  Jothion  " ;  for  a  pharmaceutical  product.  By  the  Bayer 
Company  (Limited),  Elberfeld,  c/o  Newton  &  Son,  6  Bream's 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  E.C.  248,804. 

"  Jecorine  "  (no  claim  for  "  Jecur  ")  ;  for  a  patent  medicine. 
By  W.  Natterer,  Munich,  c/o  C.  Richter  &  Co.,  90  Great 
Russell  Street,  W.C.  248,978. 

"  D.jesto  " ;  for  pills.  By  M.  V.  Smith,  103  Anerley  Road, 
S.E.  249,603. 

"  Barco  '• ;  for  infant's  food.  By  Moss,  Rimmington  &  Co., 
Selby,  Yorkshire.  248,833. 

"  Wadzone  "  ;  for  goods  in  Class  44.  By  J.  Wadsworth,  Manor 
House,  Bridge  Street,  St.  Ives.  248,917. 

Device  of  crossed  flags  ;  for  perfumery,  &c.  By  J.  Crosfield  & 
Sons  (Limited),  Warrington.  2+8,698. 

Device  bearing  in  Oriental  characters  "  Parfumerie  Pinaud, 
Paris  "  ;  for  a  perfume.  By  Ed.  Pinaud,  18  Place  Vendome, 
Paris.  249,360. 

"  Hairemovine  "  (no  claim  for  "  Hair  remove  ") ;  for  perfumery, 
&c.  By  E.  H.  Tibbetts,  67  Bull  Street,  Birmingham. 
249,383. 

From  the  "  Trade-marlis  Journal,"  December,  3,  1902. 

Facsimile  signature,  for  soap  in  Classes  2,  3,  47,  48,  and  50.  By 
Dr.  Peter  Stuart,  36a  Rodney  Street,  Liverpool.  249,574, 
249,533,  249,575,  249,534,  and  249,576. 

"Husose";  for  veterinary  medicines.  By  B.  Nicholson, 
502  Mansfield  Road,  Sherwood,  Nottingham.  249,720. 

"  Korallion  " ;  for  a  medicated  food.  By  the  Anglo- Americ3.11 
&  Colonial  (New  Patents)  Reliable  Remedy  Company, 
36  Great  James  Street,  Bedford  Row,  W.C.  247,725. 

"  Amerwitch  "  (no  claim  for  "  Amer ")  ;  for  chemicals.  By 
L.  G.  Gadd,  New  York,  c  o  T.  B  Browne  (Limited),  163  Queen 
Victoria  Street,  E.C.  248,771. 

"  Santheose  " ;  for  pharmaceutical  preparations.  By  A.  L. 
Richard,  Paris,  c/o  G.  G.  M.  Hardingham,  Clun  House, 
Surrey  Street,  W.C.  248,888. 
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Scientific  jprogress. 


S'lubarb. — Professor  Tschirsch  continues,  in  the  Arch,  der 
Pharm.,  his  observations  on  the  chemistry  of  this  drug,  the 
results  of  which  we  have  already  dealt  with. 

Epbedrin,  the  alkaloid  of  Ephedra  vulgaris,  was  isolated  by 
Najai  in  1878,  and  again  examined  by  Merck  in  1888,  who  obtained 
it  from  a  variety  of  the  plant.  According  to  Takahashi  and 
Miura,  it  has  the  formula  CI0H15NO.  The  base  has  now  been 
re-examined  by  Miller  {Arch,  der  Pharm.,  1902,  481).  He  has 
prepared  a  number  of  crystalline  compounds  of  the  alkaloid,  and 
confirms  the  formula  C10H,.-,NO.  No  further  light,  however,  is 
thrown  on  the  constitution  of  the  compound. 

Artificial  Cinnamon  Oi!.— A  Leipsig  firm  of  essential-oi] 
dealers  have  taken  out  a  patent  for  the  preparation  of  artificia 
cinnamon  oil,  depending  on  the  mixing  together  of  such  of  its 
constituents  as  have  so  far  been  detected.  These  bodies  are 
cinnamic  aldehyde,  amyl-methyl  ketone,  nonyl  aldehyde,  cumic 
aldehyde,  caryophyllene,  linalol  and  its  isobutyl  ester,  cymene, 
b3nzaldehy de,  phenyl-propyl  aldehyde,  furfurol,  pinene,  and 
eugenol  methyl  ether. — (Apotheher  Zeitung,  1902,  760.) 

YofaioiTjin. — A  lengthy  communication  from  the  laboratories 
of  Messrs.  J.  D.  Biedel  &  Co.,  by  Dr.  P.  Siedler,  on  the  chemistry 
o;  yohimbin,  appears  in  the  Apotheher  Zeitung,  1902,797.  Spiege! 
was  the  first  to  isolate  any  alkaloids  from  the  plant,  obtaining  one 
melting  at  231°  C,  which  he  called  yohimbine,  and  a  second  which 
he  named  yohimbenine.  A  series  of  analyses  led  Spiegel  to 
assign  to  yohimbine  the  formula  C23H3.,N20,|,  or  its  homologue 
C.,2H30N.,O4.  It  now  appears  that  in  addition  to  yohimbine  and 
yohimbenine  there  are  two  other  alkaloids  in  the  drug,  neither  of 
which  has  so  far  been  fully  examined. 

RIethyl  Anthranilate  in  Ssssntial  Oils.— Several 
observers  have,  during  the  past  few  years,  detected  methyl 
anthranilate  in  certain  essential  oils,  chiefly  those  of  the  Auran- 
tiaceaa.  These  are  neroli  (Erdmann),  orange  (Parry),  and  mandarin 
(Walbaum).  The  origin  of  this  characteristic  ester  has  been 
obscure,  but  Charabot  now  throws  some  light  on  the  question  by 
announcing  {Comptes  Bendus,  October)  that  he  has  found  it  in 
considerable  quantity  in  the  leaves  of  the  mandarin-tree,  Citrus 
madurensis.  The  leaves  of  this  plant  yield  an  essential  oil  of 
optical  rotation  +  6°  4-0',  and  containing  a  very  large  proportion 
of  esters.  Charabot  has  isolated  from  this  oil  as  much  as  50  per 
cent,  of  methyl  anthranilate.  This  is  the  highest  amount  of  a 
nitrogenous  compound  yet  discovered  in  an  essential  oil. 

Barbaloin.—  Leger  (Journal  de  Pharmacie,  1902,  519)  gives 
the  details  of  a  new  series  of  experiments  on  derivatives  of 
barbaloin  and  its  relation  to  anthraquinone.  In  1851  Stenhouse 
obtained  chrysamic  acid  by  treating  barbaloin  with  nitric  acid. 
Liebermann  showed  that  this  body  was  a  tetranitrated  dioxy 
anthraquinone,  which  is  now  termed  "  chrysasine."  Leger,  by 
treating  barbaloin  with  sodium  dioxide,  obtains  three  products  : 
(1)  a  body  identical  with  the  aloe-emodin  of  Tschirsch,  (2)  formic 
acid,  (3)  a  colourless  syrup  with  a  kuvorotatory  power  giving  all 
the  reactions  of  pentoses.  The  aloe-emodin,  heated  with  zinc- 
dust,  gives  methyl-anthracene,  easily  convertible  into  anthra- 
quinone, melting  at  273°  C.  Although  aloe-emodin  has  been 
regarded  as  containing  three  hydroxyl  groups,  no  tri-acetyl  com- 
pound has  hitherto  been  prepared.  Leger  succeeds  in  preparing 
the  tri-acetyl  derivative  of  its  chlorine  derivative,  thus  proving 
the  presence  of  the  three  hydroxyl  groups.  Numerous  new  deriva- 
tives of  barbaloin  are  described,  and  Leger  proposes,  with  much  in 
his  favour,  to  replace  the  old  formula  C10H16O7  for  barbaloin  by 
CoitLjoO;,,  thus  making  it  isomeric  with  franguline. 

Solomon's  Seal.— Hanausek  [Pharmaceutischc  Post)  says 
the  designation  "Solomon's  Seal"  is  applied  to  Convallaria 
Polygonatum,  L.,  or,  as  it  is  now  styled,  Polygonatum  officinale, 
All.  (P.  vulgare,  Desf.),  as  well  as  to  the  other  species  of  Poly- 
gonatum, such  as  P.  multij)orum,  All  ,  P.  latifolium,  Desf.,  &c. 
For  thirty  years  the  author  has  been  in  the  habit  of  pointing  out 
to  his  pupils  the  round  cicatrices  which  remain  each  year  after 
the  rhizomes  of  these  plants  dry  and  fall  off.  These  look  very 
much  like  impressions  of  a  circular  seal  in  wax,  and  at  the  bottom 
of  the  depression  are  the  cross  sections  of  the  bundles  of  vessels. 
In  a  recent  article  by  Mitlacher  on  drugs,  a  passage  occurs  in 
which  it  is  asserted  that  the  name  Solomon's  seal  was  given 
popularly  to  Convallaria  Polygonatum,  L.,  on  account  of  the 
appearance  of  cross  sections  of  the  roots  of  this  plant.  Leunis,  in 
Synopsis  der  Pflanzenkunde,  1877,  also  states  that  the  reason 
the  name  Solomon's  seal  was  applied  to  this  plant  was  that  the 
cross  sections  of  the  roots  looked  like  the  impressions  of  a  seal. 
The  author  calls  attention  to  this  fallacy  that  has  crept  into 
standard  books,  and  states  that  on  cross  sectioning  the  rhizome  of 
this  plant  he  was  unable  to  find  the  slightest  trace  of  a  resem- 
blance to  a  seal. 


Quotations  3IIuetrateo. 


Three  Little  Maids. 

[At  an  evening  meeting  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square. 
London,  on  December  10,  Dr.  John  Attfield,  P.B.S., 
introduced  to  the  admiring  spectators  the  Misses 
Remedial,  Penal,  and  Contract  Standard.] 

Three  little  maidens  prim  are  we, 
Chokeful  of  mischief  as  can  be, 
Brought  by  Pa  to  Bloomsburee — 

Three  little  maids  from  School. 
Pa  is  a  man  with  a  long,  wise  head, 
Makes  big  books  that  we  all  have  read ; 
Some  from  his  formulas  have  fled 

Ne'er  to  return  to  School. 
Three  little  maids  who,  light  and  airy, 
Ply  from  a  Watford  se-mi-ha-ry, 
Charged  with  a  mission  tu-te-la-ry — 

Three  little  maids  from  School. 

Miss  "  Bemedial  "  loves  B.P. ; 

"  Penal  "  flirts  with  the  Beak — ah,  me  ! 

"  Contract  "  ogles  the  L.G-.B. — 

Three  naughty  maids  from  School. 
All  are  agape  at  our  smart  entree, 
Dumb  with  wonder  and  dire  dismay ; 
And  Pa  "  talks  awful  rot,"  they  say — 

Some  who  are  not  at  School. 
Sisters  we  so  light  and  airy, 
Freed  from  a  Watford  se-mi-na-ry, 
Planked  on  the  pharmacist  unwary — 

Three  little  maids  from  School. 

Three  little  maids  who  softly  come, 
Making  the  Glinn  look  rather  glum, 
Breaking  the  heart  of  the  J.  C.  Um — • 

Now  that  he's  long  left  School ; 
Bousing  the  anger  of  Moor  and  Cripps, 
Parry-ing  Spurge  with  a  dozen  quips : 
Pa  never  drones  when  he  opes  his  lips — • 

He  was  so  long  at  School. 
Triplets  we  to  trap  th'  unwary, 
Sent  from  a  Watford  se  mi-na-ry  ; 
Each  on  a  mission  tu-te-la-ry — 

Three  little  maids  from  School. 

Miss  "  Bemedial  "  kicks  with  glee, 
"  Penal  "  winks  and  says  that  she 
Must  from  "  Contract  "  be  quite  free — 
Smart  little  maids  from  School. 
,  |    Many  a  definite  standard  curse ; 

Pharmacist  frowns  with  a  labial  purse  : 
"  One  is  bad  but  three  is  worse- 
Pert  little  maids  from  School." 
Three  little  maids — each  one  a  fairy 
Fledged  in  a  Watford  se-mi-na  ry  — 
Making  the  Pillman  feel  quite  "  sweary  "— 
Dreadful  maids  from  School. 
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©Enervations  ano  IReflecttone. 

By  Xrayseb. 

The  Legal  Aspect 

of  the  drug-standards  question  is  a 
tempting  one,  but  it  should  be  cart  fully  kept  apart  from  the 
consideration  of  the  figures  which  Mr.  Umney  and  many 
other  pharmaceutical  workers  have  from  time  to  time 
submitted.  Some  of  the  comments  which  have  appeared 
on  Mr.  Umney's  recent  paper  almost  suggest  that  the 
question  was  whether  that  investigator  had  done  a  service 
or  an  injury  to  pharmacists  in  making  his  results  public. 
Assuredly  no  one  would  calmly  insist  on  the  latter  view ; 
everybody  would  agree  that  it  is  not  possible  to  have  too 
exact  information  from  competent  workers,  and  everyone 
would  equally  agree  that  the  compilers  of  the  Pharmacopoeia 
are  justified  in  making  their  work  as  perfect  as  it  is  possible 
to  make  it.  Naturally  they  should  be  very  cautious  before 
they  adopt  a  description,  or  a  character,  or  a  figure  ;  they 
should  weigh  the  workers  as  well  as  estimate  their  work. 
But  when  they  can  with  intelligent  confidence  define  a  value 
they  should  not  hesitate  to  adopt  it.  But  it  seems  to  be 
feared  that  by  so  doing  they  will 

Help  the  Inspectors 

at  the  expense  of  the  pharmacists.  It  is 
insinuated  that  Courts  are  only  too  glad  to  be  able  to 
mechanically  refer  to  an  invariable  standard,  and  that  this 
tendency  may  sometimes  work  injustice.  Mr.  Glyn- Jones  is 
generally  explicit  enough,  but  I  do  not  gather  from  his  com- 
ments on  Mr.  Umney's  paper  whether  he  wants  the  Pharma- 
copo;  ia  to  be  a  great  deal  more  precise  than  it  is  in  its  definitions, 
or  whether  he  deprecates  standards  altogether.  Both  views 
are  deducible  from  his  speech,  but  so  far  as  I  can  see 
neither  of  these  objects  is  desirable.  I  believe  in  Mr. 
Umney's  "averages  "  ;  I  cling  to  that  blessed  word  "about" 
in  the  B.P.  notwithstanding  the  scoffs  of  the  expert. 
Absolute  minima  are  not  likely  to  produce  good  pharmacy, 
but  still  less  do  I  want  the  various  dispensers  who  make  up 
my  medicine  to  compete  with  each  other  to  see  who  can  give 
the  most  strychnine  in  his  tincture  of  nux  vomica. 

A  Good  Many  Subscribers 

to  the  Benevolent  Fund  may, 
perhaps,  as  Mr.  Holifield  asserts,  agree  with  his  view  that 
only  subscribers  and  their  widows  should  be  eligible  for  its 
benefits,  but  I  hope  these  will  never  wax  into  a  majority. 
There  is  not  the  least  reason  why  a  Provident  Fund,  or  a 
Thrift  Fund,  or  an  Insurance  Fund,  granting  old-age  pensions, 
should  not  be  arranged  among  chemists  if  there  is  a  sufficient 
demand  for  such  an  institution ;  but  nothing  of  the  kind 
could  be  fairly  described  as  a  Benevolent  Fund.  When  a 
chemist,  who  in  better  days  contributed  to  the  Fund,  falls  in 
need  of  its  aid,  that  consideration  must  and  should  influence 
the  almoners  ;  but  I  hope  and  believe  that  99/.  out  of  every 
100Z.  subscribed  comes  from  people  who  have  no  reasonable 
anticipation  of  needing  such  aid  themselves.  To  change 
the  character  of  the  Fund  would  mean  risking  a  good  pro- 
portion of  that  99  per  cent.  But  Mr.  Holifield  opportunely 
reminds  the  younger  generation  that  subscribers  and  donors 
are  dying,  and  that  new  men  must  take  their  places  year  by 
year  if  the  Fund  is  to  be  maintained.  This,  at  least,  is  a 
consideration  which  needs  pressing  on  the  new  men.  I  am 
not  sure  that  they  are  as  generous  as  their  ancestors. 

Manifold  are  the  Legal  Pitfalls 

by  which   the  chemist  is 

surrounded  throughout  his  career  from  apprenticeship  to 

bankruptcy.    He  can  only  become  familiar  with  them  al 


either  by  the  aid  of  convictions  and  fines,  or  by  a  careful 
study  of  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary.  The 
latter  process  saves  time,  temper,  and  money.  Every 
apprentice  or  assistant,  and,  more  urgently  still,  every  pro- 
prietor of  a  chemist's  business,  who  has  not  previously  made 
himself  acquainted  with  the  various  statutes  which  he  may 
infringe,  should  study  with  care  and  intelligence  the  various 
treatises  which  appear  in  this  year's  Diary.  It  is  just  as 
well  to  do  this  before  the  summons  comes  as  after. 

The  New  Codification 

of  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts,  which  is 
the  most  prominent  article  of  the  series,  was  no  doubt  called 
for,  inasmuch  as  the  present  executive  of  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  have  on  several  recent  occasions  shown  a  disposi- 
tion to  run  off  the  track  which  the  late  Mr.  Alpe  laid  down. 
The  very  difficult  work  of  presenting  in  reasonable  space  the 
medicine-stamp  law  as  it  is  laid  down  in  the  various 
statutes,  as  it  has  been  interpreted  in  numerous  courts,  and 
as  it  is  regarded  by  competing  authorities,  with  full  know- 
ledge and  without  a  trace  of  prejudice,  has  been  admirably 
performed.  I  have  read  the  treatise  carefully,  and  I  cannot 
think  of  anything  that  should  have  been  included  which  has 
been  missed.  There  are  several  of  the  opinions  of  the  I.R. 
which  I  believe  could  be  successfully  challenged,  but  the 
compiler  is  not  responsible  for  more  than  stating  them.  I 
cannot  help  regretting  a  little  the  announcement  that  Alpe's 
"  Handybook  "  is  out  of  print.  That  it  is  a  little  out  of  date 
may  be  the  case ;  but  I  fancy  Mr.  Denniss  would  have  an 
uphill  task  if  he  appeared  to  prosecute  on  instructions  which 
were  directly  CDntrary  to  Alpe's  view.  The  magistrate 
would  impose  a  very  trifling  penalty,  if  any,  if  it  were 
shown  to  him  that  while  one  responsible  official  of  the 
Board  had  only  a  few  years  since  published  a  defiaite 
statement  in  the  defendant's  favour,  another  of  no  higher 
authority  was  now  opposing  that  opinion. 
Eau  de  Cologne  (Limited) 

would  have  offered  a  tempting 
investment  if  it  had  included  the  business  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Farina, 
gegeniiber  dem  Jiilichs  Platz,  for  the  160, 00CW.  invited  from 
the  public.  I  am  not  surprised  to  notice  that  this  Mr. 
Farina's  agents  write  to  prevent  any  possible  incorrect 
impression  on  this  score.  That  Eau  de  Cologne  is  the  most 
famous  perfume  in  the  world  will  not  be  disputed.  The 
daily  purchasers  of  it  must  be  counted  by  the  million.  A 
good-sized  fraction  of  the  business  must  be  a  valuable 
property.  But  what  are  the  legal  rights  in  this  property  ? 
This  has  always  been  a  puzzle  to  me.  Some  years  ago 
Mr.  Farina  (the  "  gegeniiber "  gentleman)  took  me  into  a 
strong  room  on  his  premises  and  showed  me,  carefully 
stacked  and  alphabetically  arranged,  the  documents  con- 
nected with  hundreds  of  legal  actions.  But  just  what  these 
established  I  am  not  quite  clear  about.  There  is  certainly 
no  exclusive  property  in  the  title.  Talk  about  substitution  ; 
there  is  no  Eau  de  Paddington,  nor  Eiu  de  Peckham,  nor 
Eau  de  Timbuctoo,  but  Eau  de  Cologne  is  native  to  all  these 
places.  Nor  are  the  name,  nor  the  signature,  nor  the  style 
of  label,  nor  the  shape  of  the  bottles  much  better  respected. 
The  address  is  the  only  indication  which  rival  manufacturers 
seem  to  have  universally  consented  to  leave  to  each  other. 

A  Pretty  Little  Possession 

is  a  pill  which  with  scarcely  any 
advertising  yields  a  net  income  of  900Z.  a  year.  I  know  of 
nothing  much  nicer  to  portion  off  a  daughter  with.  We  all 
know  a  lot  of  these  old-established  medicines  which  we  sell 
occasionally  up  to  a  dozen  or  two  a  year.  Are  they  all  worth 
900/.  a  year  }  That  means  a  sale  of  a  hundred  a  day  at  6d. 
net  profit  each  package. 
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GOOD  WINTER  LIMES 

LUNG  AND  THROAT  AFFECTIONS. 

"To  breathe  'Sanitas'  is  to  breathe  health." — 

Gordon  Stables,  O.M.,  M.D.,  E.N. 


"  SAN1TAS  "  BRONCHITIS 

KETTLES  -     2S.  6d. 

"  SANITAS "  INHALERS  -  2S.  6d. 
"SANITAS"  POCKET 

INHALERS     1S.  Od. 
"SANITAS"  OIL, 

IS.  &  4S.  Bottles. 
"  SANITAS  "  EMBROCATION, 

is.  &  2s.  6d.  Bottles. 


Pamphlets  Free. 

THE  "SANITAS  "  CO., Ltd. 

Bethnal  Green,  London 


SPECIAL  OFFER. 

Sugar>Coated  2-Grain 

CASCARA  TABLETS. 

25  Tablets  in  best  Nickel  Screw-Cap  Bottles. 

PER   DOZEN    1™"°**"  tor  2°l- 

_   6  dozen  for  10  6 

for  12  Dozen.         3  dozen  for    5  6 
Carriage  Paitim  'Cash  with  Order. 

Bottles  of  so  at  3  3  per  dozen.  Bottles  of  ioo  at  5  6  per  dozen. 
Chemist's  Name  and  Address  Free  on  Labels. 

The  Tablets  are  made  from  Dm  -  d  Extract  op  Finest  Matured  Bark, 
and  cannot  be  excelled  for  finish,  soluoility.  arid  therapeutic  activity, 
WRITE    FOR   A  SAMPLE. 
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STANDARD  TABLET  CO.,  HOVE. 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO. 

49  Haymarket,  L.ONDON,  S. W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF  PHARMACEUTICAL   SPF^iai  ITIER 


FRENCH*GERMAN 

proprietaryMEDICINES 


"■RICE  LIST  ON  APPLICATION 


LOwEST  j«|C^S 


"THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST"  SERIES. 


Price  7/6,  by  Post  8/-. 
Price  5/6,  by  Post  5  10 
Price  3/6,  by  Post  3/10. 
Price  2/6,  by  Post  2/9. 
Pi  ice  2/6,  by  Post  2/9. 
Price  2,6,  by  Post  2/9 
Price  2/6,  by  Post  2;  9. 
Price  1/-,  by  Post  1/1.' 

Published  at  the  Offices  of  "THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST," 
LONDON,  MELBOURNE,  &  SYDNEY. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  FORMULAS. 
THE  ART  OF  DISPENSING. 
VETERINARY  COUNTER  PRACTICE. 
PHARMACEUTICAL  TESTING. 
DISEASES  AND  REMED  ES. 
GUIDE  TO  PRELIM.  EXAM. 
URINE  ANALYSIS. 
OPENING  A  PHARMACY. 


TOMLINSON  &  CO.'S 

DAIRY  HELPS 

BUTTER  POWDER, 
BUTT  ER  COLOUR, 
CHEESE   RENNET   &  COLOUR. 
Seasonable  Lines.    Splendid  Profits. 
Only  Address — 
TOMLINSON  &  HAYWARD,  Ltd.,  LINCOLN 


LOOK   OUT  I 


OUH  BOOKLET 


"About   Advertising " 

WILL   SOON   BE  OUT. 
A  note  on  your  Business  Paper  will  secure  a  oopy. 
ILES,   BAKER   &   CO.,   188  STRAND,  W.O. 


JEMtodal  Comments. 


Another  Spirit  Concession. 

Research  and  Teaching  with  Duty-free  Alcohol. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  British 
Association  in  Glasgow  in  1901  there  was  a  discussion  in  the 
Chemical  Section  regarding  the  disadvantages  which  schools 
of  chemistry  in  this  country  labour  under  owing  to  the  high 
cost  of  pure  spirit.  Professor  T.  E.  Thorpe  then  stated  that 
the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  are  perfectly  sym- 
pathetic, and  are  open  to  receive  recommendations  which 
would  remove  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  substantial 
grievance.  A  committee  was  therefore  appointed,  with  Sir 
H.  E.  Roscoe  as  Chairman  and  Professor  H.  B.  Dixon  as 
Secretary.  Now,  thanks  to  the  co-operation  of  Professor 
Thorpe,  the  desired  concession  has  been  made,  regula- 
tions for  the  use  of  duty-free  spirit  having  been  agreed 
upon.  The  concession  is  given  to  Universities,  Colleges,  and 
public  institutions  for  research  or  teaching,  and  application 
has  to  be  made  by  the  governing  body  of  each  institution 
or  their  representatives,  with  a  statement  regarding  the 
quantity  to  be  used  annually,  and  if  50  gals,  or  more  is  used 
a  bond  has  to  be  given.  Stringent  regulations  are  laid 
down  for  guarding  the  revenue,  and  it  will  be  seen  from  the 
text  on  p.  1016  that  these  conditions  are  sufficiently  sympa- 
thetic to  permit  chemical  research  and  teaching  to  be 
carried  on  more  cheaply  as  regards  alcohol  than  hitherto. 
The  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  the  Committee  state  that  pure 
methyl  alcohol  may  also  be  obtained  under  the  same  regula- 
tions, and,  should  smaller  quantities  of  it  be  required  than 
the  minimum  permitted  in  the  case  of  ethyl  alcohol,  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  will  consider  special  applica- 
tions to  that  effect  How  far  the  Board  will  go  in  inter- 
preting the  word  "  college "  remains  to  be  seen.  There 
are  in  Great  Britain  alone  twenty  schools  of  pharmacy 
unconnected  with  universities,  and  of  a  proprietary  rather 
than  public  character.  The  teaching  in  these  schools  is  on 
all-fours  with  that  in  Universities  and  Technical  Colleges, 
and  we  suggest  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  new  privilege 


Decembeb  20,  1902 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


1013 


At  all  events,  they  should  try,  especially  as  we  gather  from  a 
correspondent  that  there  is  a  disposition  in  official  quarters  to 
make  a  more  liberal  interpretation  of  the  regulations.  Our 
correspondent,  as  the  representative  of  a  hospital  connected 
with  a  c allege,  has  been  encouraged  by  the  local  Inland 
Revenue  officers  to  apply  for  permission  to  use  duty-free 
absolute  alcohol  for  surgical  purposes  (cleaning  and 
sterilising  instruments).  In  this  case,  however,  what  is 
wanted  is  a  more  suitable  denaturing  agent  than  wood- 
spirit,  but  the  fact  that  the  authorities  do  not  discourage 
such  an  application  as  this  indicates  that  we  are  now  fairly 
on  the  way  for  greater  freedom  in  regard  to  the  use  of  duty- 
free spirit. 

Why  not  for  Industrial  Purposes  1 
As  is  well  pointed  out  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Umtiey,  in  a  communi- 
cation on  page  1027,  it  is  aaomalous  to  allow  duty-free  spirit 
to  be  used  for  research  and  deny  it  for  industrial  purposes  ; 
the  one  is  a  natural  sequel  to  the  other.  In  this  connection 
it  is  useful  to  state  what  the  joint  committee,  representing 
the  Chemical  Section  of  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  have  done  to 
extract  advantages  from  Section  8  of  this  year's  Finance  Act 
(see  The  Chemists' and  Druggists'  Diary,  1903,  page  539;. 
Last  month  the  committee  asked  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  how  the  concession  would  be  applied  to,  amongst 
others,  pharmaceutical  products,  and  the  Secretary  replied 
that  exemption  from  duty  would  not  be  allowed  in  respect 
of  (1 )  spirit  used  in  the  preparation  of  any  article  intended 
for  human  consumption,  or  (2)  in  the  manufacture  of  articles 
not  intended  for  human  consumption,  but  capable  of  being 
sd  used,  such  as  perfumes,  essences,  tinctures,  &c.  This 
does  nit,  of  course,  exclu  le  the  privilege  of  manufacturing 
such  aiticles  with  denatured  spirit  or  with  pure  spirit  in 
bond  for  export,  which  has  existed  for  years,  and  is  not 
affected  by  the  Finance  Act.  The  joint  committee  have 
since  drawn  up  a  statement  of  opinion,  in  which  they  say 
that  the  chemical  industries  of  this  country  are  hampered 
through  the  lack  of  duty-free  alcohol,  that  the  Government 
recognise  the  injustice  to  the  revenue  through  the  importa- 
tion duty-free  of  products  in  the  manufacture  of  which  duty- 
free alcohol  is  used,  but  that  the  Government  would  not 
include  such  products  in  the  Customs  tariff.  The  committee 
have  accordingly  drawn  up  a  circular  giving  information, 
and  asking  for  such  advice  as  will  enable  them  to  show  the 
Government  Department  exactly  what  duty-free  alcohol 
would  mean  to  the  industries  of  the  country.  In  the 
course  of  this  the  following  quotations  and  statements  are 
printed  :  — 

(F)  Customs  Consolidation  Act  1876  (not  repealed). 
Appendix  39th  and  40th  Victoria  Chap.  35. 
Goods  not  prohibited  to  be  importel  into  or  used  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  composed  of  any  article  liable  to  duty  as 
a  part  or  ingredient  th-ireof,  shall  be  chargeable  with  the  full 
duty  payable  on  such  article,  or  if  composed  of  more  than 
one  article  liable  to  duty,  then  with  the  full  duty  payable  on  the 
article  charged  with  the  highest  rate  of  duty. 

Upon  the  importation  into  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  of  any 
articles  in  the  manufacture  of  which  spirit  has  been  used,  there 
shall  be  charged  in  respect  of  such  quantity  of  spirit  as  shall 
appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Treasury  to  be  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  such  articles,  a  duty  equivalent  to  that  which 
would  be  chargeable  oo  the  like  quantity  of  spirit  0:1  its  im- 
portation into  the  United  Kingdom. 

Note  also— Finance  Act  1901.    Chap.  7  Part  I.— Sec.  7. 

Where  any  m  mufactured  or  prepared  goods  contain,  as  a 
part  or  ingredient  thereof,  any  article  liable  to  any  duty, 
Customs  duty  shall  be  charged  in  respect  of  such  quantity  of  the 
article  as  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Treasury  to  be 
used  in  the  manufacture  or  prepiration  of  the  goods,  and  in  the 
case  of  goods  so  containing  more  than  one  such  article,  shall  be 
charged  in  a  similar  manner  on  each  article  liable  to  duty  at  the 
rates  of  duty  respectively  applicable  thereto,  unless  the  Treasury 
shall  be  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the 


revenue  that  duty  should  be  charged  in  accordance  with  the 
Customs  Tariff  Act  1876. 

Any  rebate  which  can  be  allowed  by  law  on  any  article 
when  separately  charged  shall  be  allowed  in  charging  goods 
under  this  section  in  respect  of  the  quantity  of  that  article  used 
in  the  manufacture  or  preparation  of  the  goods. 

(G)  It  is  found  on  inquiry  that  in  the  Indian  and  other  important 
colonial  markets  the  chemicals  are  to  a  large  extent  drawn  from 
Germany,  whilst  the  drugs  and  crude  products  are  drawn  from 
this  country,  the  German  minufacturers  and  dealers  not  failing 
to  communicate  to  the  consumers  that  in  many  instances  the 
chemicals  that  would  be  sent  from  this  country  would  only  be 
German  products  imported  into  Great  Britain  and  resold. 

(H)  It  is  hoped  that  firms  engaged  in  any  specific  trade  will 
furnish  detailed  particulars  of  the  substances  that  can  be 
advantageously  manufactured  with  modified  conlitions  for  the 
use  of  alcohol  free  from  duty.  For  example,  chem.eal-manu- 
facturers  might  indicate  pyrogallic  acid,  dye-m  mufacturers 
might  specify  certain  aniline-dyes,  wholesale  druggists  the 
various  extracts,  alkaloids,  &c,  prepared  with  or  crystallised 
from  alcohol,  &c. 

It  is  obvious  that  if  the  principles  of  the  Customs  Con- 
solidation and  Finance  Acts  above  quoted  were  stringently 
enforced  we  in  this  country  would  have  to  pay  a  greal  deal 
more  than  we  do  for  many  articles  in  which  duty-free  spirit 
is  used.  But  the  committee  is  probably  right  in  con- 
cluding that  the  Government  is  not  likely  to  meet  the 
difficulty  by  imposing  Customs  duties  on  such  articles. 
There  is  precedent  for  this,  however,  and  it  would  be  better 
to  direct  the  Government's  attention  to  the  desirability  of 
giving  manufacturers  in  this  country  similar  privileges  to 
Germans  in  respect  to  duty-free  spirit  more  suitably 
denatured  than  is  our  present  methylated  spirit.  The 
paper  by  Mr.  Millard  on  page  1015  shows  exactly  what 
facilities  German  manufacturers  have  in  this  respect,  and  it 
should  be  noted  that  they  do  not  get  pure  spirit  duty  free. 
The  joint  committee  would  have  greater  chance  of  success 
if  their  efforts  were  directed  to  secure  more  varied  methods 
of  denaturing,  as  some  method  of  making  alcohol  un- 
potable  is  regarded  as  essential  for  industrial  purposes. 


New  Patents  Law. 

The  Bill  which  has  now  passed  through  all  its  parliamentary 
stages  comprises,  chiefly,  two  sections  relating  to  official 
examination  of  applications  for  patents  for  the  purpose  of 
discovering  if  such  are  anticipated,  and  two  sections  relating 
to  the  granting  of  compulsory  licences.  The  proposed  ex- 
amination "for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the 
invention  claimed  has  been  wholly  or  in  part  claimed  or 
described  in  any  specification  (other  than  a  provisional 
specilicatioa  not  followed  by  a  complete  specification) 
published  before  the  date  of  the  application  and  deposited 
pursuant  to  any  application  for  a  patent  "  is  a  considerable 
departure  from  the  present  practice  and  concerns  both 
inventors  and  the  public.  At  present  the  official  examina- 
tion is  only  concerned  with  the  compliance  by  the  applicant 
with  certain  formalities,  including  sufficiency  of  description 

of  the  invention.  Under  the  new  scheme,  the  examiner's 
report  to  the  Conptroller  will  state  whether  the  invention 
has  been  anticipated,  wholly  or  in  part,  by  any  complete 
specidcation,  the  date  of  which  is  not  more  than  fifty  years 
previous  to  the  date  of  the  application.  If  anticipation  is 
found,  and  the  applicant  refuses  to  amend  the  specification 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Comptroller,  the  latter  will  deter- 
mine what  reference  shall  be  inserted  in  the  specification  by 
way  of  notice  to  the  public.    An  appeal  from  the  Comp- 

roller's  decision  may  be  made  to  the  Law  Officer.  The 
time  allowed  for  filing  the  complete  specification  has  been 
reduced  from  nine  months  to  six,  and  an  additional  fee  not 
exceeding  11.  may  be  imposed  on  the  sealing  of  the  patent. 
The  Bill  expressly  states  that  the  official  examination  must 
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not  be  taken  to  guarantee  the  validity  of  the  patent  in  any 
way,  and  that  any  invention  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be 
anticipated  by  reason  only  of  its  publication  in  a  complete 
specification  dated  not  less  than  fifty  years  previously  nor  in 
a  provisional  specification  of  any  date.  The  section  relating 
to  examination  will  not  come  into  force  until  so  directed  by 
an  order  of  the  Board  of  .  Trade,  to  be  laid  before  both 
Houses  of  Parliament. 

Considerable  difference  of  opinion  has  been  shown  upon 
several  points  in  connection  with  this  measure.  Without 
entering  too  deeply  into  contentious  matter,  it  may  be 
pointed  out  that  a  patent  is  of  the  nature  of  an  agreement 
between  the  inventor  and  the  Government,  as  representing 
the  public.  The  inventor,  in  repayment  of  a  monopoly 
granted  to  him  for  the  working  and  using  of  his  invention, 
gives  his  invention  to  the  public  at  the  expiration  of  his 
monopoly.  As  the  Patent  Office  acts  as  agent  for  both 
parties  to  see  that  the  agreement  is  properly  carried  out,  it 
follows  that  the  discovery  by  it  that  an  alleged  invention  is 
not  new  should,  unless  the  applicant  amend  his  specifica- 
tion, be  communicated  to  the  public  in  some  unmistakable 
form,  or  the  specification  should  be  rejected;  otherwise  the 
public  will  be  defrauded.  The  option  given  to  the  inventor 
in  the  Bill  appears  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  a  genuine 
inventor  to  avoid  infringement  of  prior  patents  or  partial 
want  of  novelty,  without  injuriously  ear-marking  or  possibly 
rejecting  his  specification.  On  the  other  hand,  such  patents 
as  are  now  often  used  for  blackmailing  purposes  will,  to 
some  extent,  be  rendered  ineffective  or  reduced  in  numbers. 
The  blackmailing  consists  in  extorting  royalties  from  manu- 
facturers, who  find  it  cheaper  to  pay  such  royalties  than  to 
enter  into  a  possibly  expensive  lawsuit  to  upset  a  patent 
which  they  are  practically  certain  is  invalid  throught  want 
of  novelty.  The  only  absolute  remedy  for  such  practices 
appears  to  be  the  rejection  of  patents  which  are  wanting  in 
novelty,  but  the  insertion  of  specific  references  will  render 
the  upsetting  easier.  Patents  obtained  by  manufacturers, 
who  find  it  a  trade  advantage  to  mark  their  productions 
"  Patent,"  though  the  patent  may  be  invalid,  will  apparently 
not  be  interfered  with  by  the  Bill,  though  such  marking  is 
practically  a  deception  of  the  public. 

The  statement  in  the  Bill  that  the  anticipations  must  be 
in  published  complete  specifications  appears  to  be  intended 
to  relate  to  the  period  prior  to  1884-,  during  which  provisional 
specifications,  unaccompanied  by  complete  specifications, 
wrere  published.  This  proviso,  however,  also  covers  pro- 
visional specifications  filed  at  the  present  time,  and  it 
appears  quite  possible  under  the  Bill  for  an  inventor  who 
files  a  complete  specification  with  his  application  to  obtain  a 
patent  for  subject-matter  contained  in  a  provisional  specifi- 
cation, unknown  to  him,  and  of  some  months  earlier  date, 
but  which  has  not  been  completed  when  the  said  inventor 
files  his  complete  specification.  A  difficulty  will  in  this  case 
arise  when  the  provisional  specification  is  completed,  the 
inventor  with  the  later  date  having  already  obtained  a 
patent  to  which  the  inventor,  who  filed  the  provisional 
specification,  is  presumably  entitled.  This  difficulty  will 
also  arise  in  connection  with  cases  filed  under  the  Inter- 
national Convention  Kules,  by  which  an  inventor  may  make 
application  in  this  country  any  time  up  to  twelve  months 
after  the  date  of  making  his  first  application  abroad,  and  is 
granted  such  date  in  this  country  in  priority  to  other  appli- 
cants who  may  have  intervened. 

Suggestions  have  also  been  made  that  the  limiting  of  the 
search  to  fifty  years  is  inadvisable,  and  that  the  search 
should  extend  back  to  the  first  granting  of  patents  or 
monopolies  by  James  I.  It  may  be  pointed  out  in  this  con- 
nection that  search  among  earlier  patents  would  necessarily 


bs  very  imperfect,  as  it  is  in  many  cases  quite  impossible  to 
discover  the  details  and  exact  scope  of  the  invention  owing 
to  the  defective  description  and  claims.  This  objection 
applies  to  some  extent  to  all  specifications  filed  before  1884, 
the  date  at  which  the  present  system  of  examination  was 
adopted.  The  two  sections  of  the  BUI  dealing  with  com- 
pulsory licences  substitute  for  the  present  system  of  appeal 
from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the  High  Court,  a  petition  to 
the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  such  petition 
requiring  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  The  present 
system  is  practically  a  dead  letter  due  to  the  cumbrous 
process  necessary  to  obtain  redress,  but  the  proposed  system, 
though  possibly  more  direct,  appears  likely  to  be  too  ex- 
pensive for  general  use,  having  in  view  the  scale  of  costs 
before  the  Privy  Council.  One  simple  remedy  for  obtaining 
the  working  of  foreign  patents  in  this  country  would  be  to 
render  such  patents  voidable  unless  the  inventors  could  show 
the  impracticability  of  working  the  patents  in  this  country. 
This  plan  is  adopted  in  Germany,  and  appears  to  work  satis- 
factorily. 


USE  OF  DUTY-FREE  ALCOHOL  IN  MANUFACTURES. 

The  following  are  the  questions  drawn  up  by  the  Joint 
Committee  referred  to  in  a  previous  article  : — 

1.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  use  of  alcohol  free  from  duty  for 
manufacturing  purposes  ? 

2.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  revenue  would  suffer  by  such 
provision,  taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  industries  non- 
existent could  be  established  and  industries  existent  could  be 
extended  with  corresponding  employment  of  increased  capital  and 
labour  and  advanced  income  ? 

3.  Would  the  trade  in  which  you  are  interested  be  influenced  in 
its  home  aspect  by  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on  the  substances 
upon  which  duty  can  now  be  imposed  at  the  will  of  the  Treasury, 
but  which  has  not  hitherto  been  done  ? 

4.  Would  your  trade  with  our  colonies  and  other  countries  be 
materially  increased  by  the  use  of  alcohol  free  from  duty  for 
manufacturing-purposes  ? 

5.  (a)  Is  there  any  chemical  product,  in  which  alcohol  plays  any 
part,  which  you  cannot  make  in  competition  with  other  countries, 
if  you  had  the  use  of  duty-free  alcohol  ?  If  there  is  such  a  product, 
please  name  it. 

(6)  Are  there  any  processes,  in  which  alcohol  plays  a  part,  which 
you  cannot  carry  out,  or  chemical  products  which  you  cannot  make 
in  competition  with  other  countries,  unless  you  have  the  use  of 
duty-free  alcohol  ?    If  so,  please  name  them. 

6.  Will  you  compile  a  list  of  those  industries  that  could  be 
extended  by  the  use  of  duty-free  alcohol,  giving  according  to  your 
experience  as  far  as  possible  the  specific  articles,  the  manufacture 
of  which  would  be  influenced  ? 

Any  persons  interested  who  have  not  received  a  copy  of 
the  circular  may  send  in  answers  to  the  questions  to  either 
of  the  Secretaries,  London  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Botolph 
House,  Eastcheap,  London  ;  or  Society  of  Chemical  Industry, 
Palace  Chambers,  Westminster,  London,  S.W. 

CHEMISTS  AND  THE  PRACTICE   OF  MEDICINE. 

The  lamentable  accident  through  which  a  Spalding 
chemist  gave  a  customer  a  fatal  dose  of  strong  solution  of 
ammonia  instead  of  spirit  of  sal  volatile  has  resulted  in  the 
Coroner's  jury  returning  a  verdict  of  manslaughter  against 
the  chemist.  Such  accidents  are  exceedingly  rare  in  the 
drug-trade,  but  the  verdict  is  open  to  criticism.  It  appears 
to  have  been  arrived  at  through  the  Coroner  directing  the 
jury  that  the  Pharmacy  Act  provides  that  "  no  chemist  shall 
practise  medicine  or  surgery  or  any  branch  of  medicine  or 
surgery."  The  Coroner  came  to  this  conclusion  after  corre- 
spondence with  Mr.  Wynne  Baxter.  It  is  not  a  correct 
statement.  The  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  makes  no  reference 
whatever  to  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  by 
chemists  and  druggists.  Section  8  of  the  1852  Act  provides 
that  the  examinations  for  certificates  "  shall  not  include  the 
theory  and  practice  of  medicine,  surgery,  or  midwifery." 
That  is  all.  There  is  no  prohibition  as  to  the  individual, 
who  retains  all  the  rights  which  every  citizen  has  in  this 
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respect ;  and  if  the  statement  that  the  Spalding  chemist 
contravened  the  Pharmacy  Act  by  prescribing  weighed  in 
determining  the  verdict  it  should  be  promptly  negatived 
when  furthei  proceedings  take  place. 

A  RESEARCH   ON  THE  EUCALYPTS. 

_Messrs.  Richard  T.  Baker,  F.L.S.,  and  Henry  G.  Smith, 
F.C.S./of  Sydney,  N.S.W.,  have  done  excellent  work  on  the 
eucalypts  and  their  essential  oils,  as  the  exhaustive  article 
in  our  1903  Diary  shows.  The  whole  of  their  work  has  now 
been  collected  in  one  bulky  quarto  volume,  which  has  been 
published  by  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  State 
of  New  South  Wales.  We  hope  to  review  the  monograph 
soon. 

"THE  YEAR-BOOK   OF  PHARMACY." 

The  members  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference 
will  be  receiving  the  Year-book  of  Pharmacy  this  week.  It  is 
bulkier  than  the  1902  volume  by  about  twenty  pages,  a  little 
more  space  having  been  devoted  to  the  sections  containing 
abstracts  of  work  done  in  chemistry,  materia  medica,  and 
pharmacy  during  the  period  covered  by  the  Year-book.  The 
frontispiece  is  a  portrait  of  Dr.  John  Attfield,  senior  past- 
President  of  the  Conference.  Some  biographical  notes 
accompany  the  picture.  The  abstracts  of  papers  are,  we 
find,  impartial  and  well  done ;  but  in  the  section  devoted  to 
"  Notes  and  formula?  "  there  is  room  for  more  discrimination. 
The  armchair  formulas  which  appear  in  foreign  drug- 
journals  can  only  be  quoted  with  the  greatest  caution. 

EAU  DE  COLOGNE  (LIMITED). 

Before  the  ink  of  the  O.  $  B.  was  dry  last  week  we  re- 
ceived two  telegrams  from  the  Secretary  of  this  company, 
saying  that  the  money  was  to  be  returned  to  those  who  had 
subscribed  for  shares,  and  the  business  carried  on  by  a 
syndicate.  This  did  not  prevent  continuance  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of 
Justice  where,  on  Friday,  December  12,  Mr.  Justice  Byrne, 
in  the  case  of  the  London  City  and  Midland  Bank  v.  Eau  de 
Cologne  (Limited),  heard  a  motion  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs 
for  the  injunction  referred  to  last  week.  Mr.  Norton,  K.C., 
on  behalf  of  Eau  de  Cologne  (Limited),  said  they  were  pre- 
pared to  give  an  undertaking  not  to  draw  on  any  cheques 
for  a  week.  Thereupon  the  following  pithy  conversation 
took  place : — 

Mr.  Justice  Byrne  :  Let  us  know  where  we  are.  Whom  do  you 
represent  ? 

Mr.  Norton  :  I  should  like  to  see  my  clients,  to  know  positively 
whether  I  am  the  syndicate.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Levett  (for  the  Bank)  :  I  want  the  syndicate  here  in  person. 
I  should  like  to  see  him.    I  do  not  care  who  he  is. 

Mr.  Norton  :  I  know  absolutely  nothing  about  it,  because  I  have 
not  seen  the  notice  of  motion 

Mr.  Levett :  Then  it  had  better  stand  until  next  motion-day. 

Mr.  Justice  Byrne  said  that  was  so. 

The  case  was  mentioned  again  on  Thursday,  the  Judge 
stating  that  he  and  Mr.  Norton  had  arranged  the  matter. 
The  money  is  to  be  returned.  So  ends,  practically,  public 
interest  in  the  matter.  It  is  stated  that  a  director,  the 
Hon.  Fitzroy  S.  K.  Stewart,  following  upon  the  resignation 
of  Dr.  Ryan,  Cower  Street,  from  the  Board,  was  the  moving 
spirit  in  the  action  which  has  resulted  as  stated. 

THE  CHAPMAN  CASE. 

In  the  pursuit  of  their  investigations  in  the  case  of  the 
man  Chapman  at  present  on  trial  for  poisoning  (see  page  996), 
the  police  appear  to  have  visited  all  the  chemists  in  Hastings. 
A  detective  told  one  chemist  that  he  had  learned  that  Mr. 
Davidson  had  sold  1  oz.  of  tartar  emetic  to  Chapman  "  for 
photographic  purposes."  Another  informant  states  that  the 
entry  in  the  sale  of  poisons  book  shows  that  Chapman  had 
written  "  to  teke  "  as  the  purpose  for  which  the  poison  was 
required.  Mr.  Davidson's  former  business  at  Hastings  was 
bought  in  September,  1897,  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Shipman. 


CHEMISTS'  MANAGERS'  AND  ASSISTANTS'  SOCIETY. 

Particulars  of  this  organisation  were  omitted  from  The 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  1903,  because  we 
received  no  reply  to  communications  addressed  to  the  head- 
quarters. Mr.  C.  E.  Pickering,  52  Acacia  Road,  London,  N.  W., 
writes  that  other  communications  have  not  been  answered 
because  the  Society  has  no  paid  secretary.  Funds  are  much 
wanted ;  indeed,  a  "  very  urgent "  circular  has  been  issued 
by  Mr.  Pickering  and  the  Treasurer  (Mr.  Geo.  Cullwick),  in 
which  they  say — 

Our  printer's  account  is  about  31?.,  the  rent  of  the  head  offices 
is  9/. ;  in  addition  there  are  debts  of  about  3?.,  making  in  all  43?., 
which  must  be  wiped  out  before  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  not 
fair  to  allow  this  expense  to  be  borne  by  the  officers,  as  well  as 
the  work  of  the  Society.  We,  on  their  behalf,  ask  you  to  assist 
us  to  the  best  in  your  power  to  liquidate  this  debt  of  your  Society, 
'  in  order  that  it  may  continue  its  existence  and  influence  on  your 
behalf. 

We  therefore  ask,  Will  you  undertake  to  raise  this  month  21. 
towards  the  funds,  that  we  may  be  relieved  from  financial  em- 
barrassment ? 

If  the  members  will  put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  and  do 
this,  there  is  a  good  future  for  the  Society's  work. 

Mr.  Pickering  informs  us  that  the  names  of  175  members  are 
on  the  books,  and  most  of  them  have  either  not  sent  their 
subscriptions  or  the  change  of  their  addresses.  The  moral 
that  we  deduce  from  all  this  is  that  Messrs.  Pickering  and 
Cullwick  would  be  wise  to  drop  the  Society. 


(Serman  Denatured  HIcobol. 

By  E.  J.  Millard,  F.C.S. 


THE  subject  of  denatured  alcohol  in  pharmacy  has  been 
discussed  lately  in  Canada,  and  I  was  recently  requested 
by  my  friend  Mr.  H.  Miles,  J.P.,  of  Montreal,  to  obtain  par- 
ticulars under  which  denaturing  is  performed  on  the  Con- 
tinent. It  is  well  known  that  in  this  respect  the  German 
Government  is  exceptionally  enlightened  and  has  devised 
and  permitted  a  number  of  methods  of  denaturing  alcohol 
which  are  of  great  value  to  chemical-manufacturers  and 
others.  The  latest  information  on  the  subject  is  contained 
in  a  work  entitled  "The  Imperial  Spirit-tax  Laws,"  by 
Gustav  Lehmann  (Breslau,  1902),  where  the  regulations  are 
explained  in  detail  especially  for  the  use  of  distillers.  I  am 
indebted  to  Mr.  Chas.  Honeywill  for  procuring  me  a  copy. 
The  following  is  a  translation  of  the  part  mo^t  interesting  to 
pharmacists  and  chemical-manufacturers  (vide  page  192 
e t  scq.)  : — 

Denaturing  of  Spirit 

Denaturing  is  either  complete  or  partial :  in  the  former  case 
it  is  considered  sufficient  to  render  the  spirit  undrinkable,  and 
in  the  latter  further  measures  are  taken  to  prevent  illegal  use  of 
the  spirit. 

For  complete  denaturing  a  mixture  is  used  consisting  of 
4  volumes  of  wood-spirit  and  1  volume  of  pyridine  bases,  to  which 
must  be  added,  at  the  time  of  mixing,  50  grams  of  oil  of  lavender 
or  oil  of  rosemary  to  each  litre  of  the  mixture.  Of  this  mixture 
2-5  litres  is  to  be  added  to  every  100  litres  of  the  alcohol  to  be 
denatured. 

Complete  denaturing  may  also  be  effected  by  the  addition  of 
1'25  litre  of  the  above  general  denaturing-agent,  together  with 
0-25  litre  of  crystal  violet  solution  *  and  2  to  20  litres  of  benzol  to 
every  100  litres  of  alcohol. 

For  partial  denaturing  the  following  special  denaturing-agents 
are  to  be  added  to  every  100  litres  of  alcohol :  — 

(a)  For  industrial  uses  of  all  kinds,  including  the  manufacture 
of  medicines,  5  litres  of  wood  alcohol  or  0'5  litre  of  pyridine 
bases. 

(6)  For  the  manufacture  of  brewery  glazes  and  in  the  treatment 
of  rubber  goods,  20  litres  of  shellac  solution  composed  of  2  parts 


*  The  crystal  violet  referred  to  is  the  hydrochloride  of  hexa- 
methyl-p-rosaniline,  C  =  [CjHj.NtCHsJjj 
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by  weight  of  alcohol  and  1  part  of  shellac.  The  spirit  used  in 
preparing  this  shellac  solution  is  to  be  considered  as  denatured  so 
long  as  the  making  of  the  solution  is  officially  supervised. 

(c)  For  the  manufacture  of  celluloid  and  pegamoid,  1  kilo,  of 
camphor,  or  2  litres  of  turpentine,  or  05  litre  of  benzol. 

(d)  For  the  manufacture  of  sulphuric  ether;  ethereal  salts; 
agaricin,  podophyllin,  and  the  gum-re=ins  of  scaminony,  guaiacum, 
and  jalap;  aldehyde  and  paraldehyde;  white-lead  and  other  lead 
salts,  such  as  sugar  of  lead,  &c. ;  ethyl  chloride  and  iodide ; 
bromo-,  chloro-,  and  iodo-silver  gelatin  and  similar  preparations, 
as  well  as  photographic  papers  and  dry-plates ;  chloral  hydrate ; 
glucosides  ;  collodion,  and  solutions  of  pyroxylin  in  spirit ;  pan- 
creatin ;  vegetable  alkaloids ;  salicylic  acid  and  salicylates ; 
santonin,  tannin ;  coal-tar  colours,  including  intermediate  pro- 
ducts and  compounds  used  in  their  manufacture ;  and  chemical 
preparations  not  specified  in  which  alcohol  is  no  longer  present, 
10  litres  of  sulphuric  ether,  or  1  litre  of  benzol,  or  0  5  litre  of 
turpentine,  or  0'025  litre  of  tar  oil. 

Collodion  for  trade  use  made  from  denatured  alcohol  must 
contain  at  least  1  per  cent,  by  weight  of  pyroxylin, 

(«)  For  the  manufacture  of  chloroform,  iodoform,  bromoform, 
and  ethyl  bromide,  300  grams  of  chloroform,  or  200  grams  iodo- 
form, or  300  grams  ethyl  bromide.  It  is  permitted  to  dissolve  the 
iodoform  in  part  of  the  alcohol  to  be  denatured,  and  to  mix  the 
rest  of  the  spirit  with  this  solution. 

The  remaining  sections  refer  to  the  manufacture  of 
vinegar,  coloured  lakes,  &c,  but  (I)  states  that  for  medical 
and  botanical  specimens  for  educational  purposes  a  denatured 
alcohol  may  be  prepared  by  mixing  1  litre  of  pure  methyl 
alcDhol  and  1  litre  of  petroleum-benzine  with  100  litres  of 
alcohol. 

(m)  For  making  soda  soaps,  1  kilo  of  castor  oil  and  400  grams 
soda-lye. 

(»)  For  the  manufacture  of  lanolin,  5  litres  of  petroleum- 
benzine. 

The  above  extract  shows  the  facilities  afforded  by  the 
German  Government,  and,  in  comparison,  our  sole  form  of 
denatured  alcohol  (methylated  spirit)  contrasts  strangely. 
There  is  reason  to  believe,  however,  that  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue,  having  received  power  from  Parliament  to  vary  the 
character  and  composition  of  denatured  alcohol  for  the  use 
of  manufacturers,  is  prepared  to  receive  applications  from 
those  interested  in  chemical  and  allied  industries  for  per- 
mission to  use  some  other  cheaper  or  more  suitable  form  of 
duty-free  alcohol.  It  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  the 
new  Chief  Inspector  of  Excise  is  Mr.  S.  D.  Leah,  who,  during 
the  agitation  for  the  removal  of  some  of  the  restrictions  in 
the  regulations  for  exportation  of  medicinal  spirits  and 
essences  under  drawback,  took  a  keen  and  intelligent  interest 
in  the  subject.  Mr.  Leah  informed  me  then  that  in  his 
younger  days  he  had  had  some  connection  with  medicine 
and  pharmacy,  which  has,  no  doubt,  enabled  him  to  appre- 
ciate the  difficulties  under  which  chemical  and  pharma- 
ceutical manufacturing  has  been  conducted  in  Great  Britain 
compared  with  Germany. 


StatB-free  Hlcobol  in 


SOME  advance  has  recently  been  made  in  the  United  States 
by  manufacturers  who  wish  more  favourable  terms  as 
regards  the  use  of  alcohol  in  manufacturing  processes.  They 
have  again  brought  forward  the  Joy  Bill,  which  proposes  to 
reduce  the  tax  from  #1.10  to  70c.  per  gal.,  and  there  appears 
to  be  some  hope  of  the  Bill  passing,  as  business  men  appreciate 
better  the  disadvantages  of  high-priced  alcohol  in  chemical- 
industries.  It  is  considered  to  be  absolutely  impossible  that 
alcohol  wholly  free  from  duty  can  be  obtained,  and  the 
committee  of  manufacturers  have  accordingly  modified  their 
demands.  The  Bill  is  in  charge  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Com- 
mittee of  Congress.  In  a  memorial  to  Congress  the  manu- 
facturers point  out  that  pure  alcohol  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  certain  purposes,  and  that  no  loss  of  revenue  would 
accrue  by  decreasing  the  duty,  as  more  alcohol  would  be  used 
for  manufacturing  purposes.  The  American  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  the  National  Wholesale  Druggists'  Association, 
the  Proprietary  Association  of  America,  and  the  National 
Association  of  Retail  Druggists  have  passed  resolutions 
favouring  reduction  of  the  tax.  Instances  of  the  retarding 
influence  of  the  present  alcohol-duty  are  given  by  a  Phila- 
delphia firm  in  a  letter  to  the  New  York  Commercial,  wherein 


it  is  stated  that  since  1887  fourteen  wholesale-drug  houses 
in  Philadelphia  have  gone  out  of  business.  At  the  present 
time  they  pay  #2.07  per  gal.  for  all  alcohol  used  for  manu- 
facturing purposes  before  it  leaves  the  warehouses,  "while 
England  and  Germany  get  alcohol  averaging  in  price  about 
35c.  per  gal." — which  is  incorrect  so  far  as  Great  Britain  is 
concerned.  Tincture  of  opium  is  cited  as  an  instance  of 
unjust  discrimination,  as  the  tax  of  #1  per  lb.  on  opium 
brings  the  net  cost  of  manufacture  (with  spirit  at  #2.50  per 
gal.)  to  #5.40  per  gal.,  "  while  England  and  Germany  manu- 
facture at  a  cost  of  #2.30  per  gal."  This,  it  is  maintained, 
also  applies  in  a  more  or  less  degree  to  other  tinctures,  fluid 
extracts,  chemicals,  and  other  alcoholic  preparations,  and  it 
is  pointed  out  that  with  cheaper  alcohol  British  and  German 
firms  could  not  undersell  American  on  their  own  markets. 
Although  there  is  much  fallacy  in  the  Philadelphia  writer's 
statements,  we  give  them  as  indicating  how,  even  on  the 
alcohol  question,  there  is  synchronism  in  the  greater  coun- 
trres  of  the  world. 


But^free  Spirit  for  IResearcb. 


The  following  is  the  text  of  the  regulations  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  for  thi  use  of  duty-free  spirit  at 
universities,  colleges,  &c.  : — 

1.  An  application  must  be  made  by  the  governing  body  or  their 
representative,  stating  the  situation  of  the  particular  university, 
college,  or  public  institution  for  research  or  teaching,  the  number 
of  the  laboratories  therein,  the  purpose  or  purposes  to  which  the 
spirits  are  to  be  applied,  the  bulk  quantity  likely  to  be  required  in 
the  course  of  a  year,  and,  if  it  amounts  to  50  gais.  or  upwards,  the 
name  or  names  of  one  or  more  sureties,  or  a  guarantee  society  to 
join  in  a  bond  that  the  spirits  will  be  used  solely  for  the  purpose 
requested  and  at  the  place  specified. 

2.  The  spirits  received  at  any  one  institution  must  only  be  used 
in  the  laboratories  of  that  institution,  and  must  not  be  distributed 
for  use  in  the  laboratories  of  any  other  institution,  or  used  for  any 
other  purpose  than  those  authorised. 

3.  Only  plain  British  spirits  or  unsweetened  foreign  spirits  of 
not  less  strength  than  50°  over  proof  (i.e.,  containing  not 
less  than  80  per  cent,  by  weight  of  absolute  alcohol  may  be 
received  duty  free,  and  the  differential  duty  must  be  paid  on  the 
foreign  spirits. 

4.  The  spiril  s  must  be  received  under  bond  either  from  a  dis- 
tillery or  from  an  Excise  or  Customs  general  warehouse  and 
(except  with  special  permission)  in  quantities  of  not  less  than 
9  bulk  gals,  at  a  time.  They  will  be  obtainable  only  on  presenta- 
tion of  a  requisition  signed  by  the  proper  supervisor. 

5.  On  the  arrival  of  the  spirits  at  the  institution,  the  proper 
Revenue  officer  should  be  informed,  and  the  vessels,  casks,  or 
packages  containing  them  are  not  to  be  opened  until  he  has  taken 
an  account  of  the  spirits. 

6.  The  stock  of  spirits  in  each  institution  must  be  kept  under 
lock  in  a  special  compartment  under  the  control  of  a  professor  or 
some  responsible  officer  of  the  university,  college,  or  institution. 

7.  The  spirits  received  by  the  responsible  officer  of  the  institu- 
tion may  be  distributed  by  him  undiluted  to  any  of  the  laboratories 
on  the  same  premises. 

8.  No  distribution  of  spirits  may  be  made  from  the  receiving- 
laboratory  to  other  laboratories  which  are  not  within  the  same 
premises. 

9.  A  stock-book  must  be  provided,  and  kept  at  the  receiving- 
laboratory,  in  which  is  to  be  entered  on  the  debit  side  an  account 
of  the  bulk  and  proof  gallons  of  spirits  received  with  the  date  of 
receipt,  and  on  the  credit  side  an  account  of  the  bulk  and  proof 
gallons  distributed  to  the  other  laboratories.  A  stock-book  must 
also  be  kept  at  each  other  laboratory,  in  which  must  be  entered  on 
the  day  of  receipt  an  account  of  the  bulk  and  proof  gallons  of  spirits 
received  from  the  receiving-laboratory. 

These  books  must  be  open  at  all  times  to  the  inspection  of  the 
Revenue  officer,  and  he  will  be  at  liberty  to  make  any  extract  from 
them  which  he  may  consider  necessary. 

10.  The  quantity  of  spirits  in  stock  at  any  one  time  must  not 
exceed  half  the  estimated  quantity  required  in  a  year  where  that 
quantity  amounts  to  20  gals,  or  upwards 

11.  Any  contravention  of  the  regulations  may  involve  the  with- 
drawal of  the  Board's  authority  to  use  duty-free  spirits. 

12.  It  must  be  understood  that  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
reserve  to  themselves  full  discretion  to  withhold  permission  for  the 
use  of  duty-free  spirit  in  any  case  in  which  the  circumstances  may 
not  seem  to  them  to  be  such  as  to  warrant  the  grant  of  it. 

J.  B.  Meerp,  Secretary. 
Inland  Revenue,  Somerset  House,  W.C., 
November  17,  1902. 
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Xeoal  IReports. 


Trade  Law. 

Injuries  from  Artificial  Teeth. — At  the  Birmingham 
Assizes  on  December  16,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wilson  sought  damages 
for  personal  injuries  from  Arthur  Ryland,  described  as  a  maker  of 
artificial  teeth,  and  practising  in  Summer  Hill  Road,  Birmingham. 
The  defendant,  who,  it  was  explained,  was  not  on  the  Dentists 
Register,  supplied  a  set  of  teeth  to  the  plaintiff  in  March  last  year. 
They  did  not  fit,  and  the  springs  were  made  of  German  silver, 
which  caused  corrosion,  and  thus  poisoned  her  mouth  and  tongue. 
The  defendant  was  unable  to  call  evidence.  His  witnesses,  he 
said,  had  neglected  to  return  to  court  after  the  adjournment  for 
luncheon.  He  had  practised  in  the  city  for  ten  years,  and  he 
affirmed  that  the  action  was  an  attempt  to  extort  money  from 
him  and  to  drive  him  out  of  the  district  simply  because  he  was 
doing  better  than  his  rivals.    The  jury  awarded  the  plaintiff  50?. 

Damaging-  to  Credit:  a  Privileged  Statement.— The 

Lord  Chief  Justice,  sitting  at  the  Crown  Court,  Birmingham,  last 
week,  gave  a  decision  in  a  libel  case,  which  is  of  some  importance 
to  business  men.  In  October  last  the  secretary  of  the  United  Alkali 
Company  received  a  circular  stating  that  a  Mr.  Eccleston  had 
liquidated  his  affairs,  and  he  mentioned  it  to  the  manager  of  the 
soap  department,  who,  assuming  that  it  referred  to  Mr.  "William 
Eccleston,  grocer,  Brockmoor,  wrote  about  it  to  the  company's 
Birmingham  representative.  This  gentleman  asked  another  firm's 
agent  if--  he  had  heard  that  Eccleston  was  gone,  and  soon  the 
matter  "  was  all  over  the  place,"  much  to  Mr.  Eccleston's  annoy- 
ance and  depreciation  of  his  trade  reputation.  He  sued  the 
company  for  libel  and  slander  ;  but  when  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 
heard  the  soap-minager's  explanation,  and  saw  the  circular,  he 
said  a  gross  mistake  had  been  made,  and  he  deeply  regretted  that 
the  occasion  was  privileged,  so  that  he  had  to  dismiss  the  action, 
with  costs.  [We  gather  that  it  was  the  secretary's  communication 
to  the  Birmingham  representative  that  was  privileged.] 


High  Court  Cases. 

Horlick  &  Co.  v.  Lloyd. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  on 
Tuesday,  December  16,  this  case  was  on  the  list  for  hearing 
by  Mr.  Justice  Buckley.  Plaintiffs'  claim  was  for  an  in- 
junction to  restrain  the  defendants  (T.  Howard  Lloyd  & 
Co.,  of  Leicester),  their  servants  and  agents,  from  selling 
under  the  name  "  malted-milk  food  "  any  food  or  other  like 
product  not  made  by  the  plaintiffs,  and  from  passing  off  any 
such  product  as  and  for  a  product  made  by  the  plaintiffs, 
and  without  sufficiently  distinguishing  the  same,  and  from 
selling  under  my  name,  of  which  malted  milk  forms  part, 
any  food  not  made  by  the  plaintiffs. 

Mr.  Fletcher-Moulton,  K.C.,  for  the  plaintiffs,  appeared  and 
stated  that  neither  party  was  anxious  to  have  confusion,  and 
plaintiffs  frankly  admitted  and  withdrew  all  suggestion  that 
there  had  been  anything  in  the  way  of  bad  faith  in  the 
defendants  selling  the  food.  Defendants  consented  to  a  per- 
petual injunction  not  to  use  the  name  of  "  malted-milk  food  " 
or  any  other  name  of  which  malted  milk  formed  part,  and 
they  agreed  to  destroy  labels  and  to  give  the  names  of 
customers. 

Parties  had  agreed  to  an  injunction  on  these  terms. 
Mr.  Justice  Buckley  :  What  about  costs  ? 
Mr.  Fletcher-Moulton:  Oh,  nothing  about  costs. 

Purification  of  Glycerin. 

In  our  issue  of  March  15,  page  424,  we  reported  the  trial  and 
decision  by  Mr.  Justice  Buckley  in  the  petition  by  Joseph 
Crosfield  &  Son,  of  Warrington,  and  S.  J.  Studer,  for  the 
revocation  of  letters-patent  granted  in  1897  to  E.  G.  Scott 
for  an  improvement  in  connection  with  the  concentration 
and  purification  of  glycerin.  Mr.  Justice  Buckley  granted 
the  petition.  The  respondent  appealed,  and  this  week  the 
case  has  been  argued  in  the  Court  of  Appeal  before  Lord 
Justices  Vaughan  Williams,  Stirling,  and  Cozens-Hardy.  Mr. 
Lewis  Edmunds,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  David  Fulton  appeared  in 
support  of  the  appeal,  which  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Walter 
and  Mr.  Grey. 

Lord  Justice  Williams,  in  giving  judgment,  said  that  Mr. 
Justice  Buckley  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  Scott's 
specification  was  limited  to  multi-tubular  water-condensers. 
He  had  also  found  that  in  this  case  there  was  no  prior  user 


or  anticipation  of  the  alleged  invention.  He  (Lord  Justice 
Williams)  came  to  a  different  conclusion  from  that  arrived 
at  by  Mr.  Justice  Buckley  upon  the  first  point.  He  thought 
that  the  specification  as  drawn  included  air-condensers. 
Upon  the  respondent's  own  showing  the  air-condensers  were 
not  competent  to  do  that  which  was  the  object  of  the  patent. 
It  followed  from  that  that  the  claim  was  too  wide,  and  that 
being  so  the  order  for  the  revocation  of  the  patent  mu;t  go. 
It  might  be  that  the  respondent  would  wish  to  do  something 
before  judgment  went.  If  he  wished  to  disclaim  so  as  to 
validate  his  patent  he  was  of  opinion  that  he  ought  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  doing  so. 

Mr.  Walter  said  the  judgment  would  be  order  for  revoca- 
tion, the  order  to  be  stayed  except  as  to  taxation  of  costs  for 
one  month  in  view  of  an  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords,  with 
liberty  within  the  month,  if  the  respondent  so  desired,  to 
apply  to  the  Comptroller  for  leave  to  amend. 

Lord  Justice  Williams  said  the  respondent  must  decide 
within  the  month  whether  he  would  appeal  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  or  whether  he  would  amend  his  claim. 

Willow-bark  for  Salicin. 

The  case  of  L.  Schiltz  &  Co.  v.  J.  F.  Macfarlan  &  Co  ,  in 
regard  to  a  willow-bark  contract,  again  came  before  Lord 
Kyllachy  in  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on  December  17. 
Since  the  case  was  last  before  the  Court  the  summons  has 
been  served  in  a  counter-action  by  Messrs.  J.  F.  Macfarlan  k. 
Co.  against  Messrs.  Schiltz  &  Co.,  in  which  a  claim  was  made 
for  860/.,  in  respect  of  breach  of  warrant,  and  defences  were 
lodged  to  that  action.  On  Wednesday,  however,  appearance 
was  made  for  Messrs.  Macfarlan  for  leave  to  abandon  that 
action,  and  it  was  intimated  that  another  action  would  be 
raised,  making  a  claim  for  the  freight,  carting,  and  storage 
of  the  cargo  in  dispute.  For  Messrs.  Schiltz  it  was  repre- 
sented that  it  was  of  importance  that  the  two  cases  should 
be  tried  together.  The  Judge  supported  that  view,  and 
suggested  that  the  record  should  be  framed  and  got  ready 
for  going  on  with  the  case  on  January  6,  the  date  fixed  for 
the  proof.  Later  on  the  parties  asked  for  a  postponement 
of  the  proof,  and  his  Lordship  said  he  would  consider  the 
matter. 


Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Address  on  Label. 

At  the  Liverpool  City  Police  Court,  before  Mr.  W.  J.  Stewart 
(Stipendiary  Magistrate),  on  December  17,  Stephen  Stephen- 
son, pharmaceutical  chemist,  270  Kensington,  Liverpool,  was 
summoned  for  selling  poison  in  a  bottle  which  was  not 
labelled  with  the  proper  address  of  the  vendor,  contrary  to 
Section  17  of  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

Mr.  Charles  E.  Neild  (Liverpool)  prosecuted  on  behalf  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  stated  that  four  years  ago 
the  defendant  carried  on  business  at  Waterloo,  near  Liver- 
pool. He  removed  to  Kensington,  and  they  now  charged 
him  with  selling  poison  there  with  the  labels  containing  his 
Waterloo  address  attached  to  it. 

Mr.  Stewart  mentioned  that  Mr.  Stephenson  had  written 
to  him  admitting  the  offence,  and  stating  that  it  was  clearly 
a  mistake.  The  defendant  had  now  destroyed  the  labels. 
It  was  not  a  serious  case,  and  he  would  impose  a  fine  of  20*. 
and  costs. 


Dentists  Act. 

An  Old  Name-plate. 

At  the  Bolton  Borough  Police  Court  on  Thursday,  Decem- 
ber 11,  before  Messrs.  J.  W.  Makant,  J.  C.  H.  Greenhalgh,  E. 
Walker,  and  Alderman  William  Nicholson,  John  Henry 
Mawson,  carrying  on  a  dental  practice  at  66  Derby  Street, 
was  summoned,  in  that  he,  not  being  registered  under  the 
Dentists  Act  of  1878,  and  not  being  a  properly  qualified 
medical  practitioner,  did  unlawfully  take  and  use  the 
description — namely,  "  J.  Mawson,  Surgeon-dentist  " — im- 
plying that  he  was  registered  under  the  said  Act,  or  that 
he  was  specially  qualified  to  practise  dentistry,  on  Monday, 
December  1,  1902. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Turner,  barrister,  of  London,  briefed  by  Messrs. 
Bowmann,  Curtis    &  Hayward,  solicitors,  Bedford  Row, 
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London,  appeared,  on  behalf  of  the  British  Dental  Associa- 
tion, to  prosecute  ;  and  Mr.  F.  T.  Coupland,  Bolton,  defended  . 
Mr.  Mawson  pleaded  guilty. 

Mr.  Turner  stated  that  the  proceedings  were  taken  under 
Section  3  of  the  Dentists  Act.  Defendant  carried  on 
practice  as  a  dental  surgeon  at  66  Derby  Street,  and  on  the 
name-plate  on  his  door  was  inscribed  "J.  Mawson,  Surgeon- 
dentist."  Defendant  admitted  that,  but  excused  himself 
with  the  explanation  that  he  had  bought  the  practice  from 
his  father,  who  was  dead,  and  who  was  on  the  register  as  in 
practice  before  August  18,  1878. 

Mr.  Coupland,  for  the  defence,  pointed  out  that  his  client's 
name  is  "John  Henry  Mawson,"  and  his  father  had  carried 
on  the  practice  almost  half  a  century  ago.  Defendant  was 
an  apprentice  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and  he 
(Mr.  Coupland)  claimed  that  defendant  was  entitled  to 
registration  under  Section  37.  He  satisfied  the  requirements 
of  that  section,  but  by  some  misfortune  he  did  not  get 
registered  at  the  time.  That  was  in  1878,  and  since  that 
time  his  client  had  been  in  the  business  with  his  father  all 
along ;  and  he  should  further  submit  that  the  spirit  of  the 
Act  was  to  keep  off  the  register  those  who  were  not  only  un- 
qualified but  incompetent.  Having  been  in  practice  so  long 
he  certainly  felt  inclined  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
defendant  was  at  any  rate  not  an  incompetent  man  in  his 
business.  Shortly  before  the  death  of  Mr.  Mawson,  sen.,  the 
practice  was  left  in  defendant's  hands  as  manager,  and  he 
took  the  business  into  his  own  hands.  There  was  no 
objection  to  his  carrying  on  the  business  so  long  as  he  did  not 
describe  himself  as  a  dentist.  The  plate  which  he  had  now, 
and  of  which  complaint  had  been  made,  was  there  when  his 
father  had  the  business.  His  father  died  in  February  last. 
Considering  all  the  circumstances  Mr.  Coupland  thought  a 
nominal  penalty  would  meet  the  case. 

After  a  brief  deliberation  the  Presiding  Magistrate  (Mr.  J.  W. 
Makant)  said  they  should  fine  defendant  the  nominal  penalty 
of  21. ,  and  costs.  "  We  do  not,"  he  added,  "  think  this  an 
aggravated  case  in  any  way,  or  we  should  have  made  the 
penalty  much  more  severe." 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Turner,  the  Bench  declined  to  give  special 
costs — merely  court  costs. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Tartaric  Acid. 

At  Glasgow  on  December  8,  James  Kirkwood,  grocer,  was 
charged  before  Sheriff  Fyfe  with  having  sold  tartaric  acid 
containing  only  93  75  per  cent,  of  tartaric  acid  instead  of 
99  75  rjer  cent,  as  the  Pharmacopoeia  prescribes.  The 
Sheriff  said  the  offence  seemed  to  be  a  trifling  one,  and 
imposed  a  penalty  of  2s.  6d.,  and  5s.  costs. 

Blue  Pill. 

At  Bootle  Police  Court  on  December  17,  before  Alderman 
W.  R.  Brewster  and  Mr.  J.  Newell,  John  Roberts,  of  Knowsley 
Road,  Bootle,  was  summoned  for  selling  blue  pills  which 
were  not  of  the  nature  and  substance  demanded.  The 
evidence  went  to  show  that  defendant  sold  to  Dr.  Daley 
a  rhubarb  pill  which  did  not  contain  any  of  the  con- 
stituents of  blue  pill.  The  defence  was  that  the  buyer  was 
asked  if  he  required  a  blue  cathartic  pill.  The  Magistrates 
considered  the  case  proved,  and  imposed  a  fine  of  20s.  and 

COSt  

City  and  County  Court  Cases. 

Laboratory-dispute. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  December  15,  before  Judge 
Rentoul,  K.C.,  Mr.  John  T.  Norman,  F.C.S.,  26  Lantdowne 
Crescent,  W.,  sued  Professor  James  Bayne,  F.C.S.,  22  Milton 
Avenue,  Highgate,  to  recover  69^.  7s.  1CM,  rent  due.  Mr. 
Gover,  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  said  that  his  client  was  an 
analytical  and  consulting  chemist,  as  was  also  the  defendant. 
Plaintiff  took  a  laboratory  at  23  Leadenhall  Street,  which 
defendant  agreed  to  share,  and  plaintiff  became  liable  to  the 
landlord  for  the  rent.  The  defendant  had  paid  2,01.  on 
account  of  the  fixtures  and  other  expenses  incidental  thereto. 
The  style  under  which  the  defendant  practised,  the  City 
Central  Laboratory,  was  put  up  on  the  premises.  While 
negotiations  were  going  on  the  defendant  said,  "  We  are  pro- 
fessional men  and  brother  Masons ;   we  do  not  want  any 


lawyers  in  this  affair ;  a  little  note  will  answer  the  purpose.' 
Letters  passed  embodying  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  but 
when  the  plaintiff  heard  that  the  defendant  was  going  to 
take  in  a  partner  he  thought  it  would  be  desirable  for  a 
formal  agreement  to  be  prepared.  The  defence  to  the  action 
was  that  there  had  never  been  any  binding  contract,  and 
that,  as  the  parties  were  never  ad  idem,  the  plaintiff  could 
not  recover.  The  Judge,  however,  did  not  think  so,  and 
found  for  the  plaintiff  on  the  claim  and  counterclaim  which 
the  defendant  had  raised,  an  undertaking  being  given  to 
deliver  up  to  the  defendant  the  furniture  which  he  had  sent 
into  the  premises. 

A  Cure  for  Intemperance. 
At  Liverpool  Assizes  on  Tuesday,  December  16,  the  Hayden 
Cure  for  Intemperance  (Limited),  Liverpool,  sued  Herbert 
Leyland  for  breach  of  duty.  Mr.  Justice  Walton  tried  the 
case  without  a  jury.  Mr.  Horridge,  K.C.,  asked  that  the 
case  might  be  heard  in  camera,  on  the  ground  that  the 
evidence  would  make  public  what  was  a  secret  prescription 
for  the  cure  of  intemperance.  Mr.  Taylor,  K.C.,  opposed  the 
application.  After  some  argument,  his  Lordship  decided  to 
hear  the  case  publicly  at  first,  and  decide  afterwards  whether 
the  rest  of  the  evidence  should  be  heard  privately. 

Mr.  Horridge  said  the  defendant  was  formerly  an  office- 
boy  to  a  Liverpool  solicitor,  ran  away  to  sea,  and  then  joined 
the  county  police.  He  entered  plaintiffs'  service  in  1900  as 
valet,  and  used  to  unpack  the  drugs,  and  in  that  way  no 
doubt  obtained  a  knowledge  of  the  ingredients  of  the  drugs, 
which  were  set  forth  on  the  bottles.  The  drugs  were 
specially  supplied  by  a  firm  of  chemists  in  Philadelphia, 
U.S.A.,  through  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  London. 
These  drugs  could  not  be  obtained  from  any  chemist  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  plaintiffs'  case  was  that  defendant 
afterwards  made  use  of  that  knowledge  to  exploit  the  com- 
pany's patent  for  his  own  profit  by  stealing  their  patients 
and  selling  them  medicines,  posing  as  the  sole  inventor  and 
patentee  of  the  cure.  Defendant  remained  in  the  company's 
service  until  July,  1901,  and  then  went  to  Belfast,  where  a 
certain  Dr.  Graham  joined  him  in  the  sale  of  the  drugs  as 
defendant's  invention  and  patent.  About  that  time  an 
advertisement  appeared  in  a  paper  calling  attention  to  the 
Leyland  cure  for  alcoholism.  This  was  answered  by  gentle- 
men at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Lightbound,  a  Liverpool  solicitor, 
for  whom  Leyland  worked  as  office-boy,  and  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  fee  was  ten  guineas,  a  speedy  cure  being 
guaranteed. 

Defendant  said  that  he  got  the  necessary  drugs  from  a 
Liverpool  firm  of  chemists.  He  had  obtained  2,000  com- 
pressed tablets,  1,000  No.  3  tablets,  and  1,000  tablets  of 
another  description. 

His  Lordship  :  What  is  the  legal  position  ? 

Mr.  Taylor  (for  defendant) :  We  say  that  Leyland  did  not 
obtain  his  knowledge  from  the  plaintiffs,  but  knew  all  about 
the  case  before  he  entered  their  service. 

Evidence  was  called  for  the  plaintiffs,  and  during  the 
hearing  great  care  was  taken  in  order  that  the  public  should 
not  learn  the  identity  of  certain  parties  mentioned,  these 
being  spoken  of  by  various  initials. 

Mr.  Justice  Walton  then  said  he  would  hear  the  rest  of  the 
evidence  in  camera ;  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  hearing 
which  lasted  all  day,  his  Lordship  reserved  judgment. 


Bankruptcies  ant>  jf allures. 

Be  Campbell,  Finlay  &  Co,,  Exchange  Street,  Dundee,  Whole- 
sale Chemists  and  Druggists.— A  meeting  of  creditors  has  been 
held,  at  which  a  statement  of  affairs  was  submitted,  showing  an 
apparent  dividend  of  6s.  ll^d.  in  the  pound,  subject  to  expenses.  It 
was  resolved  that  the  business  be  carried  on  until  it  can  be  dis- 
posed of  either  as  a  going  concern  or  otherwise.  Since  the  meet- 
ing Mr.  W.  J.  Campbell  has  approached  the  trustee  with  a  view 
to  a  composition,  but  he  is  not  yet  in  a  position  to  make  a  definite 
offer.  The  business  is  meanwhile  being  carried  on,  and  will  be 
disposed  of  as  soon  as  possible  failing  the  receipt  of  a  satisfactory 
offer  of  composition. 

Be  Jabez  Swindale,  23  Bessemer  Street,  Blackhill,  and 
8  Shakespeare  Street,  Consett,  Durham,  Chemist  and  Druggist.— 
A  sitting  for  the  public  examination  of  this  debtor  took  place  on 
December  11  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne.    Debtor  stated  that  seven 
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years  ago  he  started  in  business  without  any  capital.  There  wer  e 
overdrafts  at  his  bank,  which  were  secured.  His  sales  were  all 
cash  sales.  His  deficiency  was  stated  to  be  577?.,  and  he  believed 
he  had  lost  that  amount  through  having  paid  too  high  wages  to 
his  assistants.  In  examination  by  his  solicitor,  debtor  explained 
that  of  the  577? ,  5001.  was  due  to  personal  friends.  In  the  result 
an  adjournment  was  ordered. 

'  Be  S.  A..  Webb,  late  of  21  Mincing  Lane,  E.C.,  Colonial  Mer- 
chant.— This  debtor  attended  on  December  16  at  the  London 
Bankruptcy  Court  for  public  examination  upon  accounts  showing 
liabilities  1,077?.,  against  assets  11.  10s.  He  stated  in  the  course 
of  his  evidence  thit  his  failure  was  due  to  losses  by  speculations 
in  general  produce  and  on  the  Stock  Exchange.  His  profits  had 
amounted  to  6001.  a  year,  but  his  speculative  losses  on  general 
produce  were  1,228?,  which  alone  more  than  absorbed  the  profits 
of  his  legitimate  business.    The  examination  was  concluded. 

Be  Chables  Woods,  late  of  the  Thoroughfare,  Harleston, 
Norfolk,  Chemist  and  Druggist  (deceased). 

A  meeting  of  the  creditors  of  the  late  Mr.  Woods  was  held  at 
Harleston  on  December  12,  when  Mr.  Bobert  Borrett,  who  had 
investigated  the  affairs,  reported  how  matters  stood. 

Mr.  Borrett  said  the  assets,  if  an  offer  which  had  been  made  for 
the  real  estate,  stock-in-trade,  fixtures,  &c,  were  accepted,  would 
realise  2,210?.  6s.  6d.  The  liabilities,  which  must  be  met  in  full, 
amounted  to  1,723?.  17s.  2f?.,  leaving  486?.  9s.  4<?.  to  meet  the 
simple  contract  debts,  which  amounted  to  1,333?.  18s.  l^d.,  so  far 
as  had  been  ascertained.  It  had  been  a  difficult  matter  to  find  out 
what  the  liabilities  were,  and  some  accounts  had  only  just  been 
delivered,  whilst  the  books  were  not  well  kept.  It  was  proposed 
and  seconded  that  an  offer  of  1,600?.  for  the  real  estate,  &c,  be 
accepted. 

In  reply  to  a  creditor,  who  asked  what  was  the  position  of 
those  creditors  who  had  supplied  goods  since  Mr.  Woods's  death, 
the  Chairman  said  he  thought  they  should  be  paid  in  full  for  the 
goods  so  supplied.  Mr.  Borrett  said  the  debts  incurred  since  the 
death  amounted  to  about  77?.,  and  there  were  new  book-debts  to 
meet  them  to  the  extent  of  115?.  A  question  was  raised  by  Mr. 
Mummings  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  figures  quoted  in  the 
statement,  and  as  to  whether  an  audit  of  the  books  should  be 
made;  but  the  Chairman  (Mr.  A.  E.  Stubbs)  said  he  represented 
the  largest  creditors,  and  he  was  willing  to  accept  Mr.  Borrett's 
statement,  and  Mr.  Harvey  (Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.)  having 
expressed  his  willingness  to  do  the  same,  the  proposal  was  carried 
nem.  con.  It  was  likewise  agreed,  in  order  to  give  effect  to  the 
previous  resolution,  Mrs.  Woods  should  be  requested  to  take  steps 
to  prove  the  will,  and  convey  the  property  to  the  purchaser,  the 
balance  of  the  purchase-money,  after  paying  off  the  mortgages, 
being  paid  to  Mr.  A.  E.  Stubbs  on  behalf  of  the  creditors,  and  that 
Mr.  Hazard  be  instructed  to  effect  the  winding-up  of  the  estate. 
The  furniture,  to  the  value  of  50?.,  is  to  be  retained  by  Mrs.  Woods. 
Mr.  Hazard,  Mr.  Borrett,  and  Mr.  Frank  Harvey  were  appointed 
a  committee  of  inspection.    The  principal  creditors  are  : — 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.,  London  ... 

...  11 

16 

1 

Blundell,  Spence  &  Co  

...  40 

6 

4 

Browning,  H.  H,  &  Co  

...  59 

4 

11 

Button,  J.  &  W.  E  

...  10 

17 

3 

Cocking,  T.,  Harleston   

...  10 

12 

0 

Colchester,  W.,  &  Co  

...  160 

13 

1 

Consolidated  Petroleum  Company 

...  36 

12 

7 

Cooper,  William,  &  Nephews  .:. 

...  18 

6 

0 

Dakin  &  Co.,  Norwich   

...  46 

11 

9 

Durrant  &  Sons   

...  13 

11 

6 

Edwards,  W.,  &  Co  

...  59 

2 

0 

Edwards,  W.,  &  Sons,  London 

...  27 

2 

1 

Idris  &  Co  

...  24 

11 

6 

Lambert,  F.,  &  Sons   

...  46 

12 

1 

Lee  Barber's  Oil  Mills   

...  31 

11 

6 

Maw,  S.,  Son  &  Sons   

...  40 

7 

5 

Prentice,  J.  G.  ...   

...  39 

13 

9 

Sanger,  John,  &  Sons,  London 

...  53 

17 

5 

<5a3ette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 
Dyson,  3".,  and  Dyson,  R.  C,  mineral- water  manufacturers, 
Nelson,  Lancashire,  under  the  style  of  H.  Dyson  cfc  Sons, 
Owing  to  the  death  of  R.  C.  Dyson. 

Kelsey,  A.,  and  Palmer,  A.  S.,  surgeons,  apothecaries, 
and  accoucheurs,  Redhill,  Surrey,  under  the  style  of  Kelsey 
&  Spencer  Palmer. 

IVXcZrab,  A.  A..,  and  Courtney,  3.  J.,  physicians  and 
Surgeons,  Leeds,  under  the  style  of  McNab  &  Courtney. 


Nolan,  W.,  and  Redmond,  C.  S.,  medical  practitioners, 
Manchester,  under  the  style  of  Doctors  Nolan  &  Charles 
Stennett  Redmond. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Order. 

Bateman,  Godfrey,  Dewsbury,  Yorkshire,  chemical  manu- 
facturer. 


Company  IRews. 


Brooke,  Simpson  &  Spiller  (Limited). — The  proposals 
of  the  liquidators  to  stay  proceedings  and  reconstruct  were 
adopted  by  a  large  majority  of  the  shareholders  at  a  general 
meeting  on  December  16. 

London  Super-Aeration  (Limited). — The  first  report 
of  the  directors  states  that  from  June  1,  1901,  to  the  same 
date  1902  the  number  of  draught-arms  supplied  increased 
from  43  to  744.  The  net  result  of  business  up  to  March  31, 
1902,  was  a  loss  of  6,457?.,  but  since  that  a  profit  of  905?. 
has  been  made,  reducing  the  loss  to  5,551/.  The  company 
is  likely  to  be  consolidated  with  others  in  the  same  line. 

Oxychlorides  (Limited). — The  report  for  the  period 
ended  November  30  states  that  the  freehold  land  and 
buildings  at  Kilmorie  Road,  Forest  Hill,  stand  in  the 
company's  books  at  1,339?.,  and  the  directors  are  satisfied 
that  they  have  acquired  this  property  on  very  favourable 
terms.  These  works  have  been  equipped  for  the  purpose  of 
demonstrating  the  process  on  a  commercial  scale,  and  a 
laboratory  and  assay-office  have  been  established  there.  In 
May  last  the  first  big  machine  to  produce  oxychloride 
solution  on  a  large  scale  was  completed.  Since  then  the 
machine  has  been  simplified,  and  further  improvements  made 
in  the  details  of  construction,  for  which  further  patent 
applications  have  been  made.  The  directors  have  every 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  patents, 
which  have  been  applied  for  in  the  various  foreign  countries, 
are  coming  in.  Since  the  construction  of  the  machine  on  a  com- 
mercial scale  continual  tests  have  been  carried  out  in  various 
directions,  and  the  works  have  been  visited  by  practical  men 
interested  in  the  various  trades. 

Lennon  (Limited). — The  report  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1902,  states  that  the  net  profit  amounted  to 
44,070?.,  and  after  providing  for  the  interest  on  the  pre- 
ference shares,  amounting  to  7,845/.,  and  adding  the  balance 
brought  forward  from  the  previous  year,  there  remains 
46,246.'.,  which  the  directors  recommend  to  be  dealt  with  as 
follows :  Dividend  on  ordinary  shares  at  10  per  cent., 
23,585?. ;  reserve  fund,  10,000/. ;  premium  on  new  issue  to 
reserve  fund,  1,326/. ;  balance  carried  forward,  11,335/. 
During  the  rjast  year  two  shops  have  been  erected  on  the 
new  site  in  Bulawayo,  one  being  occupied  by  the  company 
as  a  pharmacy  and  photographic  depot,  and  the  other  let. 
The  new  building  for  the  Durban  branch  has  been  com- 
pleted, and  the  whole  of  the  offices  in  the  building  have 
been  let  on  lease  at  a  satisfactory  rental.  The  Bloemfontein 
building  is  also  practically  completed,  and  the  offices  on  the 
upper  floor  have  all  been  let.  The  premises  of  the  Fords- 
burg  branch,  which  was  destroyed  by  lire  and  rebuilt,  are 
expected  to  be  ready  for  possession  this  month.  The  annual 
general  meeting  was  held  at  Cape  Town  on  November  25, 
when  the  report,  balance-sheet,  and  profit-and-loss  account 
were  read  and  carried  unanimously.  Messrs.  A.  J.  Rivett  and 
J.  H.  Bell  being  the  only  nominees  for  the  vacant  director- 
ships were  declared  duly  elected. 

Idris  &  Co.  (Limited). — The  ordinary  general  meeting  of 
this  company  was  held  at  Pratt  Street,  Camden  Town,  on 
Desember  15,  Alderman  T.  H.  W.  Idris,  J.P.,  L.C.C  ,  presiding. 
There  was  a  large  and  harmonious  gathering  of  shareholders 
in  the  new  showroom  at  the  company's  offices,  where  the 
various  products  of  the  firm  were  displayed.  In  moving  the 
adoption  of  the  report  and  balance-sheet  (see  C.  $  D., 
December  13,  page  972)  the  Chairman  said  the  increased 
profit  made  during  the  year  was  remarkable,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  many  friends  had  told  him  they  had  done  15  per 
cent,  to  30  per  cent,  less  in  aerated  waters  last  year  than  in 
previous  years.  Regarding  the  balance-sheet,  the  leasehold 
I  and  freehold  properties'  account  had  been  increased  by 
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reason  of  their  building  new  warehouses  at  Margate. 
"Business  and  sundry  investments  "  had  been  increased  by 
the  fact  that  the  company  had  taken  into  the  premises  an 
old-established  business  which  they  had  hitherto  worked 
separately,  and  a  certain  sum  was  required  to  clear  off 
current  liabilities.  During  the  year  there  had  been  a 
substantial  increase  in  the  value  of  the  company's  premises. 
The  directors  do  not  propose  this  year  to  pay  a  dividend  on 
the  founders'  shares,  and  an  increased  balance  will  be  carried 
forward.  In  reply  to  a  shareholder,  the  Chairman  said  the 
reserve  fund  (40,000Z.)  was  invested  in  leasehold  and  free- 
hold property,  which,  besides  their  own  premises,  brought  in 
something  like  2.000?.  per  annum  to  the  company.  That  he 
considered  a  better  investment  than  Consols.  Another 
shareholder,  who  wanted  to  know  why  the  company  refused 
to  serve  Idris  waters  to  a  friend  of  his  own,  was  met  with  the 
reply  that  the  company  had  always  gone  on  the  principle 
that  when  they  had  a  good  customer  they  ought  to  protect 
him,  and  they,  therefore,  declined  to  supply  waters  to 
traders  in  their  customers'  immediate  neighbourhood.  Mr. 
Baptie  (the  company's  broker)  pointed  out  that  the  quota- 
tions of  Idris  shares  in  the  Stock  Exchange  Official  List  did  not 
anything  like  represent  their  real  value,  and  strongly  advised 
Idris  shareholders  not  to  dispose  of  their  shares  on  these 
quotations.  The  Chairman  emphasised  this  advice,  and  the 
motion  for  adoption  and  the  payment  of  dividends  was 
agreed  to  unanimously,  after  being  seconded  by  Mr.  Adpar 
Jones.  Messrs.  E.  K.  Bishop  and  J.  Bradford  were  re-elected 
directors,  and  Messrs.  Arthur  J.  Hill,  Vellacott  &  Co.  were 
reappointed  auditors. 


IPersonaltttee. 


Brother  John  B.  Martin,  chemist  and  druggist,  has 
been  elected  Worshipful  Master  of  the  Helston  Lodge  of 
Freemasons. 

.  Amongst  the  legacies  in  the  will  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr. 
Parker,  of  the  City  Temple,  is  one  of  500Z.  to  Mr.  John 
Morgan  Richards. 

Mr.  John  Munday,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  44  Mount 
Stuart  Square,  Cardiff,  has  been  appointed  stocktaker  for  the 
Outdoor  Dispensary  of  the  Cardiff  Union. 

Mr.  T.  K.  Rose,  D.Sc,  F.C.S.,  assistant  assayer  in  the 
Royal  Mint,  has  been  appointed  chemist  and  assayer  in 
succession  to  the  late  Sir  W.  L.  Roberts-Austen,  K.C.B. 

Mr.  Marmaduke  Richards,  M.P.S.,  late  manager  to 
Messrs.  Maynard  &  Co.  (Limited),  Singapore,  has  passed  with 
honours  the  Dioptric  examination  of  the  British  Optical 
Association. 

Mrs.  Lamb  (wife  of  Alderman  Thos.  C.  Lamb,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Mayor  of  Chatham)  gave  her  first  official  reception 
at  the  Chatham  Town  Hall  on  December  10.  Upwards  of  200 
residents  were  present. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of 
Notts  Freemasons,  held  last  week  at  the  Masonic  Hall, 
Nottingham,  Brother  T.  Roberts,  senior  partner  in  the  firm 
of  Dennis  &  Roberts,  wholesale  druggists,  was  appointed  to 
an  office  of  Past  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  rank. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  E.  Linstead,  F.C.S.,  for  the  titles  of 
the  novels  written  by  Dr.  Andrew  Balfour,  director  of  the 
laboratories  at  Khartoum.  They  are  :  "  Cashiered,  and  other 
War  Tales,"  "  To  Arms,"  "  Vengeance  is  Mine,"  and  "  By 
Stroke  of  Sword."  In  these  Dr.  Balfour  maintains  the 
literary  traditions  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  School,  and  he 
shares  with  Sir  A.  Conan  Doyle,  M.D.,  the  gift  of  graphic 
description  of  war  events. 

Mr.  Arthur  S.  Green,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  has  been  appointed 
to  the  Chair  of  Dyeing  at  Yorkshire  College,  in  succession  to 
the  late  Professor  Hummel.  Mr.  Green  was  trained  at 
University  College,  London.  Subsequently  he  was  for  nine 
years  chemist  to  Messrs.  Brooke,  Simpson  &  Spiller  (Limited), 
aniline-colour  manufacturers.  During  that  period  he  made 
researches  in  colour  and  coal-tar  chemistry,  and  discovered  a 
series  of  new  colouring-matters  (primuline  derivatives)  and 
a  new  method  of  producing  fast  colours  on  fabrics. 


tKIlestmmster  Mtefcom. 

{From  our  Parliamentary  Representative.') 


The  Poisons  Committee's  Report. 

This  report  was  quite  ready  to  present  to  Parliament 
before  the  Session  terminated  on  Thursday,  but  certain 
formalities  have  to  be  observed,  and  accordingly  its  presenta- 
tion has  been  held  over  until  next  Session.  I  understand 
that  the  report  will  not  be  circulated  or  published  until  it 
has  been  presented  to  Parliament  about  two  month's  hence. 

Concession  to  Irish  Medical  Service. 

One  of  the  last  Bills  which  passed  through  Parliament 
before  the  prorogation  this  week  directly  affects  the  Irish 
medical  profession.  For  a  long  time  the  Poor-law  service  in 
Ireland  has  suffered  from  several  admitted  grievances,  and 
the  Government  has  taken  advantage  of  a  Bill  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Irish  Local  Government  Act  to  remedy  some  of 
these.  A  notable  grievance  has  been  in  connection  with  the 
provision  and  payment  of  loeuni  tenens.  The  Bill  provides 
that  any  sum  paid  with  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  by  the  Guardians  of  a  Union  as  remuneration  to 
a  medical  practitioner  temporarily  employed  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  a  medical  officer  of  a  workhouse  or  dispensary 
while  that  officer  is  absent  on  vacation  shall  be  taken  to 
be  part  of  the  salary  of  the  medical  officer,  and  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  shall  cause  one-half  of  the  sum  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  Local  Taxation  (Ireland)  Account.  It  also  provides  that 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  shall  cause  to  be  paid  out  of  the  same 
account  one-half  of  the  salary  of  any  officer  appointed  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  them 
in  ascertaining  whether  medicines  and  medical  and  surgical 
appliances  are  provided  in  accordancj  with  their  prescribid 
conditions. 

Chemists  and  a  Bread-contract. 

Recently  I  referred  to  a  question  put  by  Mr.  Tully  as  to  a 
bread-contract  for  the  Victoria  Barracks,  Belfast,  and  the 
Hollywood  Barracks,  county  Down,  which  had  been  given  by 
the  military  authorities  to  a  firm  of  chemists.  The  Minister 
for  War  has  now  intimated  that  from  the  full  inquiries  which 
have  been  made  it  appears  that  the  contract  is  not 
technically  sublet,  but  he  does  not  consider  the  present 
arrangement  satisfactory,  and  he  proposes  to  terminate  it 
shortly. 

Ministries  op  Commerce. 

An  interesting  promise  has  been  made  by  Lord  Cranborne. 
In  1899  a  report  on  the  constitution  and  functions  of 
Ministries  of  Commerce  was  laid  before  Parliament,  but,  as 
Mr.  Louis  Sinclair  has  put  it,  since  that  date  all  the  prin- 
cipal countries  of  the  world  have  more  or  less  reformed  their 
administration  and  commerce,  and  the  Under-Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  has  undertaken  ,to  collect  further  informa- 
tion showing  the  manner  in  which  trade  and  commerce  is 
administered  abroad,  and  the  powers  conferred  on  the 
Minister  of  Commerce  by  those  countries  which  possess 
such  a  Minister. 

Typhoid  Inoculation. 
In  answer  to  Mr.  Goulding,  who  asked  whether  Professor 
Wright  is  resigning  his  appointment  in  the  Army  Medical 
School  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  the  authorities  to 
allow  him  to  pursue  his  investigations  in  connection  with 
typhoid  inoculation  at  a  London  hospital,  Mr.  Brodrick  has 
issued  the  following  printed  answer  : — 

It  was  considered  that  as  the  duties  of  the  post  to  which  Pro- 
fessor Wright  had  been  appointed  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital  would 
seriously  interfere  with  those  in  the  Medical  Staff  College,  he 
should  not  be  allowed  to  hold  Jthis  appointment  at  the  hospital. 
Professor  Wright  preferred  to  retain  the  latter,  and  has  accord- 
ingly resigned  his  appointment  in  the  Medical  Staff  College." 

Flash-point  of  Petroleum. 

Several  questions  have  been  asked  recently  in  regard  to 
the  advisability  of  raising  the  flash-point  of  petroleum,  but 
the  Home  Secretary  has  always  replied  in  a  general  way  that 
he  does  not  intend  to  take  any  action  in  the  meantime. 
Following  upon  this  Mr.  Tully,  one  of  the  Nationalists, 
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although  no  longer  the  solitary  one  present  in  the  House,  in 
quired  on  Tuesday  whether  it  is  the  case  that  Dr.  Dupre,  the 
Home  Office  chemist,  stated  in  a  speech  at  Sutton  that  there 
will  be  no  legislation  raising  the  flash-point  from  the  73" 
Abel  close  test,  and  whether  Dr.  Dupre  has  been  called  on 
for  any  explanation  of  his  remarks  !  Mr.  Akers-Douglas  has 
replied  as  follows:  "The  speech  consisted  of  remarks 
delivered  at  least  five  years  ago  by  Dr.  Dupre  in  the 
course  of  discussion  at  a  meeting  of  the  Sutton  Scientific 
and  Literary  Society.  The  words  in  the  question  do  not 
accurately  represent  what  was  said  so  far  as  can  be  recol- 
lected. Dr.  Dupre's  remarks  were  known  in  the  Home  Office 
at  the  time,  and  I  find  nothing  which  I  feel  called  upon  to 
ask  him  to  explain." 

Contaminated  Plague-serum. 

Mr.  Weir  having  called  the  attention  of  the  Government 
to  the  deaths  which  have  recently  occurred  in  the  Punjab 
through  natives  haviDg  been  inoculated  with  contami- 
nated plagne-sernm.  Lord  George  Hamilton  has  given  the 
following  reply : — 

Certain  changes,  state!  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Plague  Commission,  were  recently  maie  in  the 
manufacture  of  plagne-serum  in  the  Plague  Research  Laboratory, 
Bombay,  by  the  director,  with  the  object  of  expediting  manufac- 
ture, reducing  the  dose,  and  increasing  protective  efficiency.  On 
complaints  reaching  the  Government  of  the  Punjab  from  the 
inoculating-staff  that  certain  bottles  of  the  fluid  thus  prepared 
had  been  found  to  be  putrid,  that  Government,  on  November  1, 
directed  its  discontinuance,  after  it  had  been  in  use  for  exactly  a 
month.  At  that  date  only  two  suspicious  deaths  had  been  reported, 
but  subsequently  twenty-one  others  occurred,  nineteen  ensuing 
from  the  use  of  one  particular  bottle.  The  doctor  using  this 
bottle  had  offered  to  inoculate  himself  first,  but  the  villagers 
accepted  inoculation  without  this,  no  official  pressure  being 
employed.  A  thorough  inquiry  is  being  made  as  to  the  cause  of 
the  contaminated  serum  and  the  precise  degree  of  responsibility 
attaching  to  the  officers  concerned,  and  I  have  requested  that  the 
result  may  be  telegraphed  to  me  without  delay.  Inoculation  has 
now  been  resumed  with  the  fluid  as  previously  used,  under  special 
precautions  as  to  purity. 


HDarriaoes. 


Aitken. — At  14  Scotland  Street,  Edinburgh,  on  Decem- 
ber 14,  very  suddenly,  Mr.  James  Aitken,  chemist  and 
druggist,  3  Pitt  Street."  Aged  70.  Mr.  Aitken  was  the  son 
of  the  late  Mr.  William  Aitken,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  North  British  Branch  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  and  a  President  of  the  Branch.  He  started 
in  business  in  Broughton  Street,  Edinburgh,  and  when  his 
father  retired  he  took  over  the  business  in  Pitt  Street,  while 
the  Broughton  Street  one  was  for  some  years  carried  on  by 
his  son,  Sir.  William  Aitken,  now  in  Durham.  Mr.  Aitken 
was  a  man  of  retiring  disposition,  although  genial  and 
most  kind-hearted.  He  went  through  the  full  medical 
cu-riculuta  of  the  Edinburgh  University,  but  never  qualified. 
He  was  prevented  by  deafness  from  taking  part  in  public 
affairs,  and,  although  approached  on  several  occasions,  never 
acied  as  an  officer  of  the  North  British  Branch.  His  death 
was  exceedingly  sudden.  He  became  ill  on  his  way  home 
from  church  on  Sunday  morning,  and  on  reaching  his  house 
a  stimulant  was  administered.    His  dauehter  left  the  rcom 


Barnes — Chap3Ian. — On  December  7,  at  St.  Mary's, 
Theydon  Bois,  by  the  Rev.  G.  V.  Collier,  Edward  Walter 
Barnes,  chemist  and  druggist,  241  Tooley  Street,  S.E.,  to  his 
ward,  Lilian  Eliza,  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  F.  T.  Chapman, 
of  Newington,  London. 

Jordan" — McLoughlin. —  On  December  15.  at  Queen 
Street  Presbyterian  Church,  Cork,  bvthe  Rev.  Wm.  Mackeow, 
Wm.  Jordan,  L.P.S.I.,  46  South  Wall,  Cork,  to  Mary  Eliza- 
beth McLoughlin  (Sister  Edith),  daughter  of  the  late  Mr. 
Wm.  McL oushlin.  Annadale.  co.  Dublin. 


only  for  a  minute,  and  on  returning  found  him  lving  on  the 
floor  dead,  the  cause  of  death  being  failure  of  the  heart's 
action. 

Bainbridge.— At  The  Gables,  Newbold  Road,  Chesterfield, 
on  December  12.  Mr.  John  Bainbridge,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Aged  40.  Mr.  Bainbridge  had  for  several  years  been  chemist 
at  the  works  of  Messrs.  Robinson  &  Sons  (Limited), 
manufacturers  of  lint  and  other  surgical  dressings,  Chester- 
field. Mr.  Bainbridge  succumbed  to  an  attack  of  appendicitis. 
!  He  was  a  native  of  Kirkby  Stephen,  Westmoreland,  and 
served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  Armstrong,  chemist  and 
druggist,  there.  He  afterwards  held  several  appointments 
in  the  South  of  England,  and  when  Messrs.  Robinson  brought 
out  their  patent  for  the  antiseptic  treatment  of  lint,  surgical 
bandages,  &c.,  he  was  appointed  chemist  to  the  firm.  Mr. 
Bainbridge  was  well-known  and  highly  respected  in  Chester- 
field. He  was  an  enthusiastic  amateur  photographer,  and 
being,  in  addition,  an  ardent  lover  of  nature  and  a  great 
pedestrian,  he  had  secured  a  splendid  collection  of  pictures 
of  the  beauty  spots  for  miles  around.  He  was  much  sought 
after  by  local  literary  societies,  by  whom  his  chatty  papers 
on  the  subjects  in  which  he  was  most  interested  were  much 
appreciated. 

Collier. — Last  week  we  reported  the  death  of  Mr.  Henry 
Collier,  who  for  many  years  had  been  head  dispenser 
at  Guy's  Hospital.  We  now  give  his  portrait,  taken  a  few 
years  ago.  Mr.  Collier 
served  his  apprentice- 
ship with  Mr.  Botham- 
ley,  at  Chatteris,  Cam- 
bridgeshire, and  had 
passed  the  Minor  ex- 
amination before  the 
Pharmacy  Act  came  into 
force.  He  passed  the 
Major  in  1874.  when  he 
joined  the  dispensarv 
staff  at  Guy's,  Mr.  A.  W. 
Gerrard  being  the  chief 
dispenser  at  the  time  ; 
and  when  Mr.  Gerrard 
went  to  University  Col- 
lege Hospital  in"  1878 
as  the  late  William 
Martindale's  successor, 
Mr.  Collier  became  head 
dispenser  and  lecturer 

on  pharmacy  at  Guy's.  He  retained  the  position  until  last 
year,  when  failing  health  compelled  him  to  retire,  his 
colleagues  and  old  friends  at  Guy's  marking  his  retirement 
by  presenting  him  with  a  service  of  silver  plate. 

Daventort. — At  Bromley,  Kent,  on  December  10,  the  wife 
of  Richard  Cartwiight  Davenport,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Aged  34. 

Dickinson*. — At  Allendale  Town,  Northumberland,  on 
December  11,  Mr.  William  Errington  Dickinson,  chemist 
and  druggist.  Aged  59.  Mr.  Dickinson,  who  was  suffering 
from  depression,  shot  himself  with  a  revolver. 

HiRSCH. — At  Dresden  on  December  3,  Dr.  Bruno  Hirsch. 
Aged  77.  Dr.  Hirsch  was  from  1856  to  1875  proprietor  of 
the  Adler  Pharmacy  in  Griinberg.  In  1876  he  received  the 
concession  to  establish  the  Goethe  Pharmacy  in  Frankfurt  - 
on-Main,  which,  however,  he  was  unable  to  carry  on  longer 
than  six  years  on  account  of  ill-health.  From  that  time  he 
devoted  himself  to  literary  work,  and  was  the  author  of  the 
"  Universal-pharmakopoe,"  besides  other  books. 

Hughes. — At  Birkenhead,  on  December  2.  Mr.  Thomas  E. 
Hughes,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  54. 

Lucas. — At  Levenshulme,  Manchester,  on  December  11, 
;  Mr.  Isaac  Lucas,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  33.  For 
many  years  Mr.  Lucas  had  been  employed  in  the  "  wet " 
department  at  Messrs.  Jas.  Woolley,  Sons     Co.'s  warehouse 
in  Victoria  Bridge,  Manchester,  and  previously  had  been  in 
their  shop  in  Market  Street,  where  he  was  much  respected. 
',  The  interment  took  place  at  the  Southern  Cemetery  on 
,  December  15,  and  among  the  wreaths  was  one  from  the 
I  deceased's  fellow-workers  at  Messrs.  Woolley's. 
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Tinline. — At  8  Dilston  Villas,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  on 
December  15,  Mr.  James  Tinline,  after  a  protracted  illness 
Aged  55.  Mr.  Tinline  has  spent 
practically  all  his  business  life 
in  the  northern  counties.  In 
the  later  sixties  he  represented 
Messrs.  John  Ismay  &  Sons,  of 
Newcastle,  and  afterwards  the 
late  firm  of  Messrs.  Jones  &  Rid- 
ley, wholesale  druggists,  New- 
castle. After  some  time  with 
a  London  firm  he  went  to  Messrs. 
Taylor,  Gibson  &  Co.,  of 
Newcastle,  joining  about  ten 
years  ago  Messrs.  Wilkinson  & 
Simpson  (Limited),  wholesale 
chemists,  Newcastle,  with  whom 
he  remained  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  Mr.  Tinline  was  well- 
known  and  highly  respected 
amongst  commercial  travellers 
in  the  North,  and  for  many 
years  was  Hon.  Treasurer  of  the  North  of  England  Com- 
mercial Travellers'  Benevolent  Society.  He  was  a  prominent 
Freemason,  being  a  member  of  the  Northern  Counties  Lodge. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  local  Chemists'  Association.  He 
leaves  a  widow,  but  no  family. 

Ward. — At  77  Lorrimore  Road,  Walworth,  on  December  6, 
Mr.  George  Ward,  retired  manufacturing  chemist.    Aged  77. 

Webb. — On  December  10,  at  Drumcondra,  Dublin,  Agnes 
(Aggie),  youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Henry  Webb, 
pharmaceutical  chemist. 


tTrabe  motes. 

The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  Telegraphic 
Addresses. — We  shall  be  obliged  if  all  those  who  have 
received  the  Diary  will  make  the  following  corrections  on 
the  last  columns  of  page  227  : — 

Zimmermann,  A.  &  M. — Ziinmermann  London. 

Zimmermann,  C,  &  Co. — Poisonable  London. 

Poisonable — Zimmermann,  C,  &  Co. 

Zimmermann — Zimmermann,  A.  &  M. 

Through  inadvertence  the  telegraphic  address  of  the  younger 
firm  has  been  attached  to  Messrs.  A.  &  M.  Zimmermann's 
name — a  circumstance  which  we  regret. 

Retailers'  Almanacks  for  1903. — We  shall  be  glad  to 
receive  copies  from  subscribers  for  comment. 

Telephones. — Messrs.  May,  Roberts  &  Co.,  of  9  and 
11  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.C.,  have  discarded  the  "  National " 
for  the  Post  Office  telephone-service.  Their  new  numbers 
are  "  941  Central  "  and  "  4487  Central." 

Christmas  Holidays. — Messrs.  F.  Boehm,  S.  Maw,  Son  & 
Sons,  Potter  &  Clarke,  T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co.,  T.  Tyrer  &  Co. 
(Limited),  and  Wright,  Layman  &  Uinney  (Limited)  inform 
us  that  their  business  premises  will  be  closed  on  Decem- 
ber 25  to  27. 

A  Cattle-condiment.  —  At  the  Denbigh  Agricultural 
Show  and  sale  of  fat  stock  last  week  special  prizes  were 
given  by  Mr.  J.  Hookes-Kennard,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Denbigh,  for  the  best  cattle  and  pigs  fed  on  Hookes- 
Kennard's  condiment. 

The  chemist  who  wants  to  know  how  to  turn  a  halfpenny 
into  twenty-six  times  as  much  has  merely  to  write  on  a  post- 
card his  name  and  address  and  "  A  Happy  Christmas  and  a 
Merry  New  Year,"  and  send  it  to  Daisy  (Limited),  Leeds. 
For  the  rest,  see  our  advertisement-pages  ;  they  are  well 
worth  reading. 

Metalotype,  a  gas-light  developing-paper  in  which  the 
emulsion  is  spread  on  silvered  paper,  is  probably  familiar  to 
most  photographic  chemists.  The  paper  is  now  one  of  the 
many  photographic  lines  for  which  Messrs.  Geo.  Houghton 
&  Son,  88  and  89  High  Holborn,  W.C.,  are  the  wholesale 
agents.  Christmas  cards  printed  on  metalotype  are  most 
effective. 

Antiseptic  Throat-pastilles. — It  will  be  noted  that 
Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited)  have  com- 


pleted arrangements,  approved  by  the  Attorney-General  of 
the  County  Palatine  and  the  approbation  of  Dr.  Bark  and 
other  medical  men,  for  continuing  to  the  Liverpool  Throat 
Hospital  a  share  of  the  proceeds  of  antiseptic  throat-pas- 
tilles (Evans),  of  which  the  amalgamated  firms  are  now  the 
sole  manufacturers  and  vendors.  -t,  •  •  ,, 

More  Convention-fruit  has  been  gathered  by  the 
P.A.T.A.  this  week.  Mr.  R.  J.  Reuter,  6  Well  Street,  E.C., 
has  put  "  4711  "  Eau  de  Cologne  on  the  list,  the  minimum 
retail  price  being  lid.  for  the  2  oz.,  Is.  for  the  4  oz., 
2s.  9d.  for  the  ^  pint,  and  so  on.  Mr.  Reuter  is  also  pro- 
tecting the  prices  of  Rhine  violets,  Rhine  gold,  Mar6chal 
Niel,  and  Malmaison,  the  3s.  6d.  sizes  being  placed  at  a 
minimum  of  3s.  and  the  others  proportionately.  Messrs. 
H.  H.  Warner  &  Co.  (Limited),  86  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.C., 
also  inform  us  that  they  have  placed  Warner's  "  Safe " 
remedies  on  the  list,  but  they  do  not  tell  us  their  prices. 

The  Doggie  Annual. — The  wall-calendar  for  1903  issued 
by  Messrs.  Spratts  Patent  (Limited),  of  24  and  25  Fenchurch 
Street,  E.C.,  is  one  to  commend  itself  to  all  lovers  of 
animals.  Each  month  of  the  year  has  to  itself  a  portrait 
either  of  a  prize  dog  (eight  varieties  are  depicted)  or  of 
turkeys  and  cage-birds.  These  drawings  are  excellently 
reproduced  on  surface  paper  by  half-tone  blocks.  A  new 
feature,  and  a  useful  one,  introduced  this  year  is  that 
the  monthly  sheets,  when  done  with,  need  not  be  torn  off, 
but  may  be  kept  for  reference  by  a  simple  arrangement  for 
turning  them  over  the  back.  Messrs.  Spratt  will  send  a  copy 
to  those  of  our  subscribers  who  make  early  application  and 
send  a  penny  stamp  for  postage,  addressing  their  request 
to  the  Almanack  Department. 

Pure  Pilocarpine  Nitrate. — We  have  already  had  the 
opportunity  of  noting  the  high  degree  of  purity  which  has 
been  obtained  by  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co  in  the 
production  of  crystallised  aconitine.  Now  we  have,  in  a 
sample  of  pilocarpine  nitrate,  an  instance  of  chemical  purity 
which  has  been  obtained  entirely  through  researches  con- 
ducted in  their  laboratories,  there  being  no  question  that 
Dr.  Jowett's  work  has  made  our  knowledge  of  jaborandi- 
alkaloids  as  precise  as  that  of  cinchona-alkaloids,  and  it  is 
to  that  research  we  owe  it  that  pilocarpine  is  no  longer  a  mix- 
ture of  active  and  inactive  alkaloids,  but  a  definite  principle 
representing  the  entire  therapeutic  action  of  the  drug.  More 
than  two  years  ago  we  said,  when  writing  of  Marshall  and 
Jowett's  research  on  jaborandi  and  pilocarpine,  that  their 
"discredit  of  galenical  preparations  of  jaborandi  will  doubt- 
less receive  due  official  notice,  and  requires  no  emphasis." 
We  were  wrong  in  the  last  phrase,  for  the  fact  does  not  yet 
appear  to  be  sufficiently  known  that  the  alkaloidal  contents 
of  the  drug  are  not  a  measure  of  its  therapeutic  action. 
Therefore,  we  commend  the  use  of  this  pilocarpine  nitrate  as 
being  the  surest  medicine  and  the  cheapest  in  the  end. 
Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  put  it  up  in  15-gr.  tubes, 
also  in  larger  bottles. 

"Rajar"  Changer. — Last  April  we  had  an  opportunity 
of  inspecting  in  an  incomplete  condition  the  "  Rajar  "  system 
of  daylight  loading  and  unloading  of  stiff  flat  films.  The 
apparatus  is  now  ready  for  the  market,  and  is  likely  to  be 
heard  much  of  in  the  future.  The  essential  part  of  the  in- 
vention is  the  changer — a  kind  of  dark  slide — into  which  a 
tin  of  ten  flat  films  is  placed  in  daylight.  On  drawing  out 
and  pushing  back  a  sliding  part  of  the  changer  one  of  the 
films  is  taken  out  of  the  tin  case  and  placed  in  position 
before  the  lens.  After  exposure  the  slide  is  again  drawn 
out,  and  on  returning  it  the  exposed  film  is  replaced  in  the 
same  case.  The  films  can  thus  be  exposed  one  by  one,  and, 
unlike  roll  films,  can  be  developed  independently  of  each 
other.  "  Certainty  in  action  "  is,  according  to  the  makers,  a 
characteristic  of  the  system,  and  the  action  is  simple  enough 
to  warrant  such  a  statement.  With  the  increasing  favour 
which  flat  films  are  finding  with  amateur  photographers 
there  is  sure  to  be  good  business  done  in  the  "Rajar" 
changer,  especially  as  it  does  not  involve  any  structural 
alterations  in  such  cameras  as  already  take  dark  slides.  The 
Brooks-Watson  Daylight  Camera  Company  (Limited),  Great 
Homer  Street,  Liverpool,  the  owners  of  the  "  Rajar"  changer, 
will  send  a  booklet  explaining  in  detail  the  working  of  the 
system,  and  also  their  trade  terms  to  photographic  chemists 
who  ask  for  them  on  a  postcard. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS. — The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  pricei 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  December  18. 

THE  volume  of  business  grows  perceptibly  less  as  the  end 
of  the  year  approaches,  and  next  week  there  will  be 
practically  nothing  doing.  Since  the  auctions  a  fair  business 
has  been  done  in  Cartagena  ipecacuanha,  and  holders  in 
some  instances  have  advanced  values.  Oil  of  lemon  is  firm 
at  the  advance  of  last  week  ;  peppermint  is  quiet,  and  star- 
aniseed  oil  is  easier.  Menthol  is  also  easier  on  the  spot. 
Carbonate  of  ammonia  is  offering  at  a  slightly  lower  figure. 
Crude  camphor  is  very  firm,  and  an  advance  in  refined  would 
not  be  surprising.  A  small  auction  of  cinchona  was  held  on 
Tuesday,  when  the  unit  obtained  was  unaltered.  Japanese 
wax  is  steady,  and  American  refined  spermaceti  is  a  shade 
easier. 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  &c.,have  arrived  at  the  principal 
ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  December  9  to  17,  in- 
clusive:— Acid,  acetic,  118  cbys. ;  acid,  boric  (@  Leghorn),  10; 
acid,  tartaric  (@  Messina),  10 ;  albumen  (@  Havre),  4 ;  aloes  (@ 
Mossel  Bay),  26;  aniseed  (©Marseilles)  10,  (@  Komgsberg)  60  ; 
arrowroot  (@  Rotterdam',  25;  benzoin  (@  Singapore),  31;  buchu, 
19;  canary-seed  (@  Morocco),  956;  cardamoms,  37;  castor  oil 
(Fr.)  40,  (@  Antwerp)  33  brls.,  (@  Genoa)  35  cs.,  (@  Coconada)  14, 
(@  Calcutta)  840  ;  castorum,  1 ;  cinchona  (@  Calicut),  32  ;  citrate 
of  lime  (@  Messina),  66 ;  coca-leaves  (@  Hamburg)  20,  (@  Ceylon) 
2;  cod-liver  oil  (<®  Rotterdam)  50  cs.,  (@  Aalesund)  430,  (@ 
Bergen)  67,  (@  Drontheim)  30,  (@  Hamburg)  10;  coriander-seed, 
472;  cream  of  tartar  (@  Marseilles)  39,  (@  Bordeaux)  176;  drugs 
(@  Baltimore),  70  ;  ergot  (@  Hamburg),  11 ;  gentian  (@  Bordeaux), 
40  ;  gum  sandarac  (@  Morocco),  38  ;  honey  (@  Montreal)  50  bxs., 
(@  Dunedin)  8;  jaborandi  (@  W.C.S.  America*,  91;  jumper- 
berries,  200 ;  kino  (@  Cochin),  8  ;  kola  (W.I.),  2  ;  lime-juice  (@ 
Dominica),  159  pkgs.  250  pns. ;  lime  oil  (@  Dominica),  12 ;  menthol 
(in  tr.),  15;  nux  vomica  (@  Mangalore)  983,  (@  Calicut)  416; 
opium  (@  Constantinople)  101,  (@  Smyrna)  60 ;  pot.  carb.  (@ 
Hamburg),  20 ;  pot.  cyanide  (@  Paris),  120 ;  pot.  pruss.  (@  Ham- 
bur")  14;  quillaia,  175 ;  quinine  (@  Amsterdam),  46  cs. ;  shellac 
795,°  button  lac  36;  soy,  260;  tamarinds  (E.I.1,  100;  tartar  (@ 
Bordeaux),  183;  tonka-beans  (@  Para),  8;  vanilla  (@  Ceylon),  2 ; 
wax,  bees'  (@  W.C.Africa)  37,  (@  Jamaica)  2,  (@  Morocco)  181; 
wax,  Carnauba,  153;  wax,  ceresin  (@  Hamburg',  130;  wax, 
Japanese  (@  Havre)  25,  (@  Kobe)  25  ;  wood  oil  (@  Shanghai)  349, 
(@  Singapore)  60. 

Next  Year's  Drug=auctions. 

The  following  dates  have  been  fixed  for  the  auctions  in 
1903  :— 

New  and  Old  Drugs—  January  8,  February  5,  March  5,  April  2 
and  30,  May  28,  June  25,  July  23,  August  20,  September  7, 
October  15,  November  12,  and  December  10. 

Goods  not  Previously  Offered,.— January  22,  February  19, 
March  19,  April  16,  May  14,  June  11,  July  9,  August  6,  Septem- 
ber 3,  October  1  and  19,  and  November  26. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

Business  is  rather  quiet  in  the  heavy-chemical  market  at 
present,  and  it  is  quite  to  be  expected  that  it  will  now  continue  so 
until  after  the  end  of  the  year.  However,  considering  the  season,  the 
volume  of  trade  is  certainly  not  disappointing,  and  the  tone  of  the 
market  is  a  fairly  good  one.  For  immediate  requirements  demand 
is  slack,  whilst  for  next  year's  requirements  orders  are  good, 
considering  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  business  has  already  been 
done. 

Alkali  Produce.— Bleaching-powder  is  moving  fairly  well  on 
old  account,  but,  of  course,  as  little  as  necessary  is  being  taken 
by  buyers,  seeing  that  price  for  this  year  still  stands  at  about 
61.  7s.  6d.    For  next  year  figures  are  roughly  4?.  to  47.  10s.  per 


ton.  Caustic  soda  meets  with  good  inq airy,  and  price  is  firm. 
Ammonia  alkali  and  soda  crystals  are  also  moving  well.  Chlorates 
of  potash  and  soda  are  quiet,  and  similar  remark  applies  to  yellow 
prussiates  and  saltcake. 

Linseed  and  Cottonseed  Cakes  are  in  increased  demand,  owing 
to  colder  weather,  and  are  firm  at  late  figures,  with  probability  of 
early  advancement. 

Lead  Compounds  are  all  in  good  demand,  and  firm  in  price. 
Owing  to  scarcity,  white  acetate  of  lead  is  considerably  dearer, 
and  now  stands  at  257.  10s.,  less  2h  per  cent.  Glasgow.  Brown 
sugar  of  lead  17?.  per  ton,  less  2J  per  cent.  Glasgow.  Nitrate  of 
lead  221.  10s.,  less  2g  per  cent.  Glasgow. 

Barium  Products. — There  is  little  alteration  in  this  depart- 
ment. Demand  is  scarcely  so  heavy  as  it  was,  but  prices  are  fairly 
well  maintained.  Mineral  carbonate  of  barytes  is  now  in  ample 
supply,  at  unchanged  figures,  varving  in  accordance  with  quality, 
&c.  Chloride  of  barium,  best  ordinary  refined  crystals,  6?.  10s.  to 
11.  per  ton,  ex  stock,  in  casks,  about  8  to  10  cwt.  each,  and  6/.  5s. 
to  67.  15s.  per  ton  in  bags.  Blanc  fixe,  pure  precipitated  sulphate 
of  barytes,  in  paste  form,  very  quiet,  at  67.  10s.  to  77.  per  ton,  in 
usual  casks.  Mineral  sulphate  of  barytes,  ground,  in  steady 
request,  at  unaltered  rates  of  40s.  to  100s.  per  ton,  according  to 
quality,  quantity,  and  package.  Hydrate  of  baryta  in  moderate 
request,  at  137.  10s.  to  147.  par  ton,  in  6  to  7  cwt.  casks.  Nitrate 
of  baryta  maintains  a  very  steady  tone  :  Crystals  177.  to  187.  per 
ton,  free  on  rails,  in  casks,  and  powdered  177.  5s.  to  187.  5s.  per 
ton.  Sulphide  of  barium,  crude  calcined,  70  to  75  per  cent.,  is 
lifeless,  and  lower  at  47.  15s.  to  57.  5s.  per  ton,  in  ordinary  casks. 

Liverpool  Drug- market. 

Liverpool,  December  17. 

Castor  Oil. — The  value  of  good  seconds  Calcutta  has  receded 
to  2§r7.  per  lb.  from  the  quay ;  and  2rV?.  is  asked  from  store. 
First  pressure  French  is  available  about  the  same  price.  Second- 
pressure  French  is  held  for  2T%<7.  to  2§<7.  per  lb. 

Grains  of  Paradise. — Three  casks  were  offered  at  auction  this 
week,  but  no  bids  were  forthcoming;  45s.  per  cwt.  was  asked. 

Canary-seed. — Of  mixed  Barbary  and  Turkish  260  bags  have 
sold  at  62s.  Qd.  per  quarter.  For  fine  Turkish  some  are' 
asking  65s. 

African  Ginger. — Further  sales  are  reported  at  46s.  per  cwt. 
For  arrival  early  in  the  new  year  lower  figures  are  being  quoted. 

Tonka-beans. — Nineteen  cases  mixed  quality  offered  at  auction, 
but  no  bids  were  forthcoming.  Subsequently  a  few  cases  of  the 
parcel  were  sold  at  Is.  ihd.  per  lb. 

Arsenic. — Firm  at  127.  5s.  to  127.  10s.  per  ton  for  delivery  early 
next  year.    Prices  may  advance  considerably. 

Acacia  Sorts. — Small  sales  continue  to  be  made  at  full  rates, 
and  the  holders  of  one  parcel  of  60  serons  ambery  sorts  have 
raised  their  figure  Is.  per  cwt.,  which  is  now  31s.  per  cvt.  Soft 
Soudan  sorts  are  held  for  35s.  per  cwt. 

Quillaia -bark. — Slightly  easier  owing  to  arrivals,  and  sales 
have  been  made  at  197.  per  ton,  but  the  price  is  expected  to 
recover. 

Honey. — Although  no  movement  of  importance  has  occurred 
during  the  week  all  parcels  are  very  firmly  held. 

Beeswax. — Further  sales  are  reported  of  mixed  quality  Chilian 
at  77.  5s.  to  77.  10s.  per  cwt. 

German  Drug- market. 

Hamburg,  December  16. 

Business  is  very  quiet,  as  is  usual  at  the  present  season. 

Agar-agar  is  firm,  and  prime  qualities  are  scarce  at  295m.  to 
300m.  per  100  kilos. 

Antimony  is  quiet  at  21nin.  to  21|m.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphor. — Refined  is  firm  at  425m.  per  103  kilos. 

Cantharides  is  steady,  540m.  per  100  kilos,  being  asked. 

Citric  Acid  for  1903  delivery  is  offered  at  from  210m.  to  218m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  is  unchanged  at  293m.  to  295m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cevadilla-seed  isifirmer  on  account  of  the  trouble  in  Venezuela ; 
90m.  per  100  kilos,  is  asked. 

Golden-seal  is  reported  higher  from  America,  second-hand 
sellers  ask  520m.  per  100  kilos. 

Myrrh  continues  very  scarce  aud  rising.  Fair  natural  sorts  is 
quoted  160m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha  is  firm,  Cartagena  being  quoted  10^m.,  and  Rio 
14m.  to  15m.  per  kilo. 

Japanese  Wax  is  firm  on  the  spot  at  108m.  per  100  kilos.,  and 
for  forward  delivery  100m.  to  102m.  is  asked. 

Lycopodium  is  steady  at  465m.  per  100  kilos,  for  cases. 

Senega. — For  Western  root  460m.  per  100  kilos,  has  been  paid. 

Worm-seed  is  firmer  at  90m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils,  Fixed. — Cod-liver  is  quoted  175m.  per  barrel  for  non-con- 
gealing. Castor  is  dull  at  46m.  per  100  kilos.,  c.i.f.,  for  first- 
pressing.    Linseed  again  lower,  and  rape  quiet. 

Oils,  Essential. — Peppermint  (HGH)  is  quoted  19£m.  to  20m. 
per  lb.  Japanese,  23m.  per  kilo,  for  spot.  Star-anise,  lOfm.  to 
I  11m,  per  kilo. 
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American  Drug-market. 

New  York  December  9 

Business  generally  is  diminishing  in  volume  owing  to  the 
approach  of  the  holiday  season  and  the  annual  stocktaking. 

Beeswax  is  in  good  demand,  and  the  market  is  firm  at  27c.  to 
33c.  per  lb.  for  pure  yellow. 

Balsam  Copaiba  is  jobbing  freely  at  39c.  to  40c.  per  lb.,  with 
small  lots  offered  down  to  37Ac. 

Damiana-  leaves  are  in  good  supply,  and  the  market  is  easy  at 
9c.  to  10c.  per  lb. 

Ipecacuanha. —  Kio  is  firm  at  $1.75,  and  Cartagena  at  $1.20,  in 
sympathy  with  the  London  market. 

Jalap  is  very  firm  at  12c.  to  14  c.  per  lb. 

Menthol. — The  market  is  well  supplied  at  present,  and  §6.25  is 
being  quoted. 

Opium  is  quiet  at  §2.70  per  lb.  for  case  lots. 

Peppermint  Oil.— Bulk  is  held  at  §4.75  to  §5  with  little  busi- 
ness passing.  HGH  from  first  hands  is  quoted  at  §5.50,  but 
second-hands  will  sell  down  to  §5. 

Quinine  is  selling  well  from  second-hands.  Java  has  sold  at 
22c.  and  German  at  23c,  but  24c.  is  now  the  inside  quotation  for 
the  latter. 

Sassafeas-babk  is  scarce,  and  the  market  is  firm  at  8c.  to  9c. 
per  lb. 

Senega  is  quiet,  with  quotations  firm  at  70c.  to  75c.  per  lb. 

Cablegrams. 

Smyrna,  December  18 : — Severe  frosts  having  occurred, 
opium  is  firm,  and  sellers  are  tenacious.  An  advance  is 
expected. 

Hamburg,  December  18  : — Refined  camphor  is  firm,  but  as 
yet  refiners  have  not  advanced  their  prices.  Senega  is  now 
quoted  700m.  per  100  kilos,  for  Western  root.  Balsam 
copaiba  is  advancing,  3.85m.  per  kilo  being  quoted. 

New  York,  December  18 : — Business  here  is  tame  in  view 
of  the  holidays  and  stocktaking.  Cascara  sagrada  is  firmer 
at  6c.  per  lb.,  and  in  good  demand.  Senega  is  dearer,  at 
75c.  per  lb.  for  Western.  Eio  ipecacuanha  is  firmer  at  1.65 
per  lb.  Cod-liver  oil  is  easier  at  $50  per  barrel  for  non- 
congealing  oil.  Jalap  is  a  strong  market  at  13c.  per  lb. 
Sarsaparilla  is  easy  at  7c.  per  lb.  for  Mexican.  Gamboge  is 
higher  at  70c.  for  pipe;  and  menthol  is  firm  at  $6.50  per  lb. 

Acid,  Salicylic. — A  Berlin  report  states  that  the  pro- 
duction continues  to  increase  in  spite  of  prevailing  low 
prices,  and  the  tendency  of  values  is  still  downwards. 

American  Drugs. — The  following  are  the  current  c.i.f. 
quotations  for  some  of  the  leading  barks  and  roots  : — Barks  : 
Angostura,  170s.  per  cwt.,  net ;  Sassafras,  4rZ. ;  Wahoo,  of 
root,  9d. ;  witch-hazel,  2d.  and  2\d.  per  lb.  Hoots  :  Elecam- 
pane, 2jd. ;  culvers,  6i.  ;  mandrake,  22s.  and  24s.  per  cwt.  ; 
blood,  3\d.  ;  serpentary,  Is.  lid. ;  deer- tongue  leaves,  9d. 
per  lb. 

Ammonium  Carbonate  is  \d.  per  lb.  lower,  being  quoted 
at  3\d.  per  lb.,  less  6  per  cent.,  and  with  falling  clause. 

Arrowroot.— Steady.  In  auction  1,318  packages  St. 
Vincent  were  offered,  of  which  200  barrels  sold  at  3^d.  per  lb. 
for  good  manufacturing. 

Benzol.— Dearer,  at  9\d.  to  lQ\d.  per  gal.  for  90  percent., 
and  8|d  for  50  per  cent. 

Bromides. — Nothing  new  has  transpired  in  this  market, 
except  the  fact  that  the  German  syndicate  has  definitely 
refused  to  lower  the  price  of  bromine  at  the  present  juncture. 
Meanwhile  fresh  business  is  at  a  standstill,  and  is  likely  to 
be,  while  there  is  a  possibility  of  American  bromides 
menacing  the  market.  AH  indications  point  to  the  fact  that 
nothing  further  will  be  offered  from  the  United  States  for 
some  time,  as  inquiries  sent  to  several  likely  American 
houses  elicit  the  fact  that  they  cannot  offer.  Some  of  the 
American  bromides  sold  for  December  shipment  are  due  in 
London  this  week. 

Our  New  York  correspondent  writes  on  December  9  that  the 
present  low  prices  have  resulted  in  considerable  demand  for 
export,  and  some  lots  have  been  sold  despite  the  efforts  of  the 
combine  to  prevent  it.  Potassium  bromide  has  sold  at  a  fraction 
below  25c.  per  lb  ,  sodium  at  30c,  and  ammonium  bromide  at  35c. 
The  O.,  P.,  cC  D.  Reporter  of  December  8  states  that  the  demand  is 
good  especially  for  potassium  bromide,  and  there  is  no  talk  of  any 
further  price-cutting.  Some  holders  are  reported  to  have  sold 
out,  and  others  are  holding  steadily  up  to  the  market-prices. 
Canada  is  buying  potassium  bromide  freely.    When  the  price  was 


cut  to  35c.  large  orders  were  sent  to  New  York  from  the  Dominion, 
but  in  the  meantime  the  price  went  down  to  30c,  and  the  orders 
were  filled  at  that  figure.  When  the  decline  to  25c  was  announced 
more  orders  came  a  shade  under  the  market. 

Camphor. — Crude  is  a  strong  market,  further  business 
having  been  done  in  Japanese  at  170;*.  per  cwt.,  spot,  with 
further  buyers.    An  advance  in  refined  is  anticipated. 

Capsicums. — Steady  in  auction.  Of  Natal  32  bag?  offered 
and  sold  at  51s.  to  57s.,  small  bright  at  45s.  to  46;.,  and 
yellowish  mixed  33s.  to  40s.  per  cwt. ;  31  bags  Japanese  an  1 
240  bags  Bombay  were  bought  in. 

Cardamoms. — The  exports  from  Ceylon  continue  to 
expand,  as  the  following  official  figures  relating  to  the  ship- 
ments from  January  1  to  November  2%  show  : — 

1902         1901        1900  1899 
Lbs.    ...    532,793     418,3 16     451,454  333,990 
Cascara  Sagrada  is  dearer,  27s.  net,  spot,  being  quoted 
for  two-year-old  bark,  and  for  parcels  of  new  to  arrive  21s.  9d., 
c.i.f.,  is  quoted  per  sailer  shipment. 

Chillies. — Pair  to  good  bright  Nyassaland  sold  in 
auction  at  42*.  to  47s.  per  cwt.,  and  red  and  yellowish  mixed 
at  38s.  to  40*. 

Cinchona. — At  auction  on  Thursday  the  small  supply  of 
895  packages  was  offered,  the  bulk  of  which  consisted  of 
Calisaya  and  African  quills.  There  was  a  fair  demand,  and 
the  larger  proportion  sold  at  an  average  unit  of  l\d.,  or  about 
equal  to  the  parity  of  the  Amsterdam  sale  last  week. 

The  following  were  the  quantities  of  bark  offered  and  sold  : — 


Packages  Packages 
offered  sold 

South  American  cinchona  (Cali- 
saya)   357  of  which  357 

East  Indian  cinchona    269  „  84 

African  cinchona    ...       ...       ...      147  „  147 

Ceylon  cinchona     ...       ...       ...        67  „  67 

Java  cinchona    55  „  55 


895       „  710 
The  following  were  the  approximite  quantities  of  bark  pur- 
chased by  the  principal  buyers  : — 


Lbs. 

The  Brunswick  factory  ,   

...  39,311 

The  Zimmer  and  Frankfort  factories 

...  25,047 

The  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories 

...  12,310 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons   

...  10,709 

The  Imperial  Quinine  factory   

...  7,555 

The  American  factory 

...  7,404 

Druggists,  &c.   

...  7,450 

Total  quantity  sold 

...  109,786 

Bought  in  or  withdrawn 

...  43,498 

Total  quantity  offered  ... 

...  153,284 

Among  the  prices  paid  were  the  following : — 

South  American. — Bolivian  cultivated  Calisaya,  quill,  4JfZ.  to 
6§<7.  per  lb.  ;  good  quillings,  6d. ;  dark  broken  quill,  6rf. 

Java. — Crushed  Ledgeriana  branch,  4£d.  to  5j<7. ;  hybrid,  Z^d. 
to  4rf. ;  and  Succirubra  root,  4^(7.  per  lb. 

African. — Fair  quill,  5|d. ;  quillings,  5f  <7. ;  broken  quill,  Zhd. 
per  lb. 

Ceylon. — Ledgeriana  stem  chips  and  shavings,  6f<7. ;  renewed 
ditto,  5g<?. ;  branch  ditto,  4j(7.  per  lb.  Succirubra  chips,  Zfed.  to 
Z$d.  ;  and  red  quill,  4k7.  per  lb. 

East  Indian. — Original  stem  chips  and  shavings,  3k7.  to  5i<7.  ; 
branch,  4ic7. ;  renewed  stem  chips,  6hd.;  hybrid  stem  chips,  2id.  ; 
root,  2^7."to  Aid. 

The  exports  from  Java  for  the  first  half  of  the  month  have 
been  780,000  Amst.  lbs.,  against  500,000  last  year,  and 
470,000  in  1900. 

Cloves. — In  auction  90  bales  of  Zanzibar  offered  and  sold 
at  t\\d.  per  lb.  for  good  fair,  and  4  cases  Penang  sold  at  Q\d. 
for  dark  picked.  Privately,  the  sales  include  several  hundred 
bales  for  January-March  delivery  at  4—^.  In  auction  25 
bales  Zanzibar  clove-stems  offered,  of  which  10  sold  at  2i. 
for  fair. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  firmer,  at  from  16'.  15s.  to  18Z.  per 
ton,  according  to  brand. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  perhaps  not  quite  so  firm  this  week, 
B.P.  quality  powder  being  obtainable  at  78s.  6d.  per  cwt., 
and  possibly  a  shade  under. 

Galls. — Chinese  are  easier  with  sellers  for  shipments  at 
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50*.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  and  possibly  a  shade  under;  spot  is 
quoted  57*.  to  58*.  Blue  Persian  are  retailing  at  56*.  61.  per 
cwt.,  and  some  quantity  of  whites  have  been  sold  to  arrive  at 
47*.,  c.i.f. 

Gentian. — Spot  holders  ask  20*.  and  26*.  for  cut  root. 

Ginger. — .Jamaica  sold  steadily  in  auction,  ordinary  to 
middling  selling  at  37*.  6d.  to  41*.  61.  per  cwt.  "  without 
reserve."  Cochin  was  in  fair  demand  at  rather  lower  prices. 
Good  brighest  unassorted  Calicut  sold  at  38*.  61.  to  39*.,  D 
rough  at  31*.  to  31*.  61.,  and  small  and  wormy  washed  rough 
at  32*.  per  cwt. 

Gold  ex  Seal  is  firmly  held  at  2s.  4^.,  net,  spot. 

Ipecacuanha. — Since  the  auctions  a  fair  business  has 
been  done  in  Cartagena  root  at  4*.  61.  per  lb.,  and  5j\  is  now 
asked  in  some  quarters. 

Juniper-berries  are  firm  at  14*.  61.  per  cwt.,  spot,  in 
small  quantities. 

Kola. — At  the  spice-auctions  40  packages  West  Indian 
were  offered,  of  which  23  sold  at  3§'i.  per  lb. 

Mace. — In  auction  West  Indian  sold  at  steady  prices,  fair 
pale  bringing  1*.  Id.  to  1*.  8d..  pale  and  reddish  1*.  61.  to 
Is.  Id.,  and  broken  1*.  51.  per  lb.  Fair  pale  to  reddish 
Bombay  sold  at  b\d. 

Menthol. — Very  quiet  and  tending  easier,  24*.  to  25*., 
spot,  being  quoted  for  Kobayashi  crystals. 

The  exports  of  menthol  from  Japan  to  various  countries  during 
the  two  years  1900  and  1901  were  as  follows  : — 


1901 

1900 

Quanti- 
ties 

Value 

Quanti- 
ties 

Value 

British  America  ... 
British  India 
France 
Germany  ... 
Great  Britain 
Hong  Kong 
U.S.  America 
Other  countries  ... 

Kin 

800 
2,837 
3;795 
14,479 
1,417 
23,960 
17.784 
322 

Yen 
6,120.000 
18.807.090 
25.211.920 
100,039.500 
9,705.950 
163,883.500 
111.129.790 
2,153.000 

Kin 

3,482 
907 
8,523 
10.142 
2,409 
4,960 
62 

Ten 

20.874.980 
4,950.000 
46,390.820 
62,995.003 
13,963.750 
23,000.000 
326.250 

Total  

65,394 

437,050.750 

30,485 

172,500.800 

"Kin  =  1'3  lb.  avoir.    Yen  =  2s.  Q^d-l 
Oil,  Aniseed,  Star,  is  easier  at  from  4*.  l\d.  to  4s.  3d. 
per  lb.,  spot,  and  4*.  3d.,  c.i.f. 


Oil,  Citronella,  is  steady  at  10±d.  per  lb.,  spot,  for 
ordinary  Ceylon  in  tins,  and  9^d.  for  drums.  Genuine 
pure  Java  oil  is  quoted  2*.  Id.  per  lb.  Exports  from 
Ceylon  to  date  show  a  falling-off  this  year.  237,000  lbs.  less 
having  been  shipped  from  January  1  to  November  24,  on  a 
total  of  1,117.806  lbs.  Two  parcels  of  Ceylon  oil,  estimated 
at  from  20  to  30  tons,  are  the  subject  of  a  London  arbitration, 
having  been  rejected  by  a  well-known  firm  of  soap-makers 
as  adulterated. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — The  London  market  is  quiet  and  un- 
changed, finest  non-congealing  oil  being  quoted  185*.  to  190*. 
per  barrel,  c.i.f.,  with  a  small  business.  The  position  of 
the  Bergen  cod-liver-oil  market  is  quite  unaltered,  finest  non- 
congealing  oil  being  quoted  180*.  per  barrel,  f  .o.b.  Practically 
no  business  has  been  done,  however.  The  exports  from 
Bergen  amount  to  9,121  barrels,  against  13,149  barrels  at 
the  same  time  last  year. 

Oils,  Fixed. — Linseed  is  easier  at  24*  per  cwt.,  spot,  and 
24*.  3d.  in  barrels.  Cochin  Coeoanut  35*.  6:1.,  spot,  and 
Ceylon  30*.  Rape  steady  at  25*.  for  refined.  Cotton  quiet 
at  22?.  to  22.'.  3d.  for  refined.  Palm,  Lagos  is  easier  at  28*. 
per  cwt.  Petroleum  is  firmer  at  6i.  to  6^d.  for  American 
spot,  water-white,  3d.  to  8^.,  and  Russian  4|f/.  to  4|^.  per 
gal.  Turpentine  firm  at  39*.  per  cwt.  for  American  on  the 
spot. 

Oil,  Lemon. — The  market  continues  firm  at  the  higher 


range  of  prices  noted  last  week — viz.,  2*.  IQd.  to  3*.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.,  for  finest  brands,  according  to  quantity. 

Oil,  Olive. — Under  date  of  December  1,  the  Smyrna 
correspondent  of  the  Levant  Herald  reports  that  the  news 
concerning  the  olive-oil  crop  is  very  satisfactory.  At  Aivali 
the  yield  amounted  to  900,000  laines ;  a  fairly  abundant  crop 
is  reported  from  Mitylene,  and  the  quality  is  excellent  ;  the 
news  from  Aidin  and  Baindir  is  also  good. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — At  the  close  of  last  week  a  fair  business 
was  repo-ted  in  American  HGH  at  from  19*.  to  19*.  61.  per  lb. 
from  second-hands,  but  since  then  20*.  6d.  to  21s.  has  been 
asked.  This  week  the  market  is  very  quiet.  Pure  Wayne 
County  is  quoted  17*.  6:1.  to  18<.  61.,  spot.  Japanese  dernen- 
tholised  is  11*.,  and  unbranded  stuff  has  been  sold  at  10*. 

An  advice  from  the  London  branch  of  a  New  York  house  states  : 
"  There  is  absolutely  no  sign  of  American  peppermint  oil  giving 
way,  and  just  ordinary  requirements  of  trade  will  be  sufficient  to 
maintain  values.  The  Syndicate  looks  for  much  higher  prices 
than  those  now  current  before  realising  any  of  its  stock." 

Oil,  Sassafras.  — Genuine  remains  very  scarce,  and  in  all 
probability  will  remain  so  during  the  winter  months. 

Oil,  Wood  (Chinese)  is  quoted  at  25*.,  spot,  with  a  small 
\  business,  and  for  arrival  23*.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 

Opium. — Quiet.    In  manufacturing  Tokat,  business  has 
been  done  from  8*.  3d.  to  8s.  9d.  per  lb.    Smyrna  druggists' 
I  and  Persian  are  dull  of  sale. 

Smybna,  December  6. — This  week  about  163  cases  have  been 
sold,  principally  on  American  account,  as  follows :  130  cases 
current  Adette  and  Karahissar  talequale  at  from  7-s.  Id.  to  7s.  3d., 
25  cases  current  Yerli  t.q.  at  7s.  5d.  to  7s.  6(7.,  and  8  cases  choice 
Karahissar  at  7s.  6<7.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  About  140  cases  of  the  above 
were  for  the  United  States,  and  the  balance  for  England  and  the 
Continent.  The  market  closes  firm  with  buyers.  The  arrivals  in 
Smyrna  amount  to  4,710  cases,  against  2,791  cases  at  the  same 
time  last  year. 

Under  date  of  December  1  the  Smyrna  correspondent  of  the 
Levant  Herald  writes  that  the  autumn  sowings  have  been  carried 

I  out  under  highly  favourable  weather  conditions,  and  the  crop 
prospects  generally  are  excellent.  Rain  alternated  with  north 
winds  this  week,  and  ploughing  and  sowing  were  prosecuted  with 
great  activity,  and  are  now  nearly  concluded.  The  stock  of  opium 
in  Smyrna  exceeds  5,000  baskets,  and  buyers,  he  reports,  are 
covering  their  wants  in  Salonica,  Malatia,  and  Persia. 

Constantinople,  December  13. — The  past  week's  sales  are 
six  cases  Balukissar's  and  12  cases  soft  shipping.  Market  is  firm. 
Since  our  last,  continuous  rains  have  fallen,  and  yesterday  heavy 
snow  fell  all  over  the  country,  which  has  put  a  stop  to  sowings 

i  pro  tern.  Everything  points  to  a  repetition  of  the  severe  winter 
of  1893,  which  destroyed  practically  all  autumn  and  winter 
sowings.  Stocks  in  Turkey  are  large  ;  in  the  face  of  this  even 
should  the  crop  fail  we  do  not  look  for  such  high  prices  as  those 
which  ruled  in  the  spring  of  1893. 

Orange-peel. — Fresh  hand-cut  (B.P.  quality)  is  quoted 
6d.  to  Id.  per  lb.,  and  Lemon  ditto  Id.  less. 

Otto  of  Rose. — Advices  from  Constantinople  report  that 
practically  the  whole  of  the  crop  is  now  out  of  first  hands, 
and  that  higher  prices  than  those  prevailing  at  the  opening 

I  of  the  season  have  been  paid  in  several  instances.  For 
finest  brands  21*.  per  T.  oz.,  f.o.b.  Constantinople,  is  quoted, 

j  and  for  special  distillation  even  a  higher  price  is  asked. 

Pepper. — Quiet.  Singapore  is  quoted  61.  per  lb.  on  the 
spot  for  fair,  and  6±d.  for  January-March  shipment.  White 
Singapore  has  been  sold  at  9fr7.  for  January-March,  and 
Penang  at  9^d.,  and  there  are  further  buyers.  Fair  white 
Singapore  has  also  sold  at  9i,W/.,  and  fair  Penang  at  9-jfed.  In 
auction  no  Singapore  was  offered,  and  200  bags  white 
Singapore  were  all  bought  in ;  62  bags  Penang  brought  9^d. 
for  fair. 

Pimento  in  fair  demand,  389  bags  of  509  offered,  selling 
in  auction  at  2d.  to  2\d.  per  lb.  for  ordinary  mixed  blacks. 

Quinine. — Previous  to  the  declaration  of  the  half-monthly 
,  shipments  of  bark  from  Java  the  "  outside  "  market  was  firm 
at  1*.  per  oz.,  spot,  for  German  sulphate  in  bulk,  and  small 
sales  have  been  made  at  that  figure,  and  March  delivery  at 
1*.  Q\d.  The  tolerably  large  shipments,  however,  have  exer- 
cised a  depressing  effect,  and  the  market  has  been  very 
quiet  this  week,  with  spot  sellers  to-day  at  llj^. 

Senega. — It  is  reported  that  up  to  3*.  3d.,  net,  has  been 
for  single  bales;  and  for  good  bright  Western  3*.  4rf.  is 
asked. 
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Shellac. — There  has  been  an  improved  demand  on  the 
spot  since  our  last,  second  orange  TN  selling  on  a  basis  of 
from  122s.  to  124s.  6d.  for  fair  to  good.  For  arrival,  several 
hundred  cases  have  been  sold  at  122s.  for  November-January 
shipment.  Futures  have  fluctuated,  the  sales  up  to  Wednes- 
day including  December  at  122s.  to  124s.  6c/.  ;  January,  125s. ; 
February,  125.s.  to  126s. ;  March,  125s.  to  125s.  6d. ;  April, 
124s.  6d.  to  125s.  6d. ;  May,  124s.  to  125s.  M.  No  auctions 
have  been  held  this  week. 

Spermaceti. — American  refined  is  quoted  Is.  Q\d.  per  lb. 
spot,  for  10  box  parcels,  being  easier. 

Sulphur  is  firm  at  61.  5s.  per  cwt.  for  foreign  flowers, 
and  6/.  for  roll.  The  stocks  in  Sicily  at  the  end  of  Novem- 
ber, 1902,  amounted  to  323,257  tons,  against  278,000  tons  at 
the  corresponding  period  of  1901.  Exports  during  Novem- 
ber were  33,703  tons,  of  which  the  U.S.A.  took  16,000, 
France  8,700,  and  Great  Britain  2,180  tons. 

Tamarinds. — Good  Barbados  continue  scarce,  at  17s.  6d. 
per  cwt. 

Tragacanth. — In  view  of  the  poor  selection  offered  there 
is  little  business  to  be  done.  Fine  firsts  are  quoted  up  to 
15/.  15s.  per  cwt.  ;  and  fine  seconds  at  from  14/.  15s.  to  151. 

Turmeric. — For  fair  Cochin  finger  lis.  per  cwt.  is  quoted, 
and  rough  whole  bulbs  have  been  sold  at  8s.  9d.  BeDgal  is 
quoted  13s.  spot. 

Wax,  Japanese. — Good  squares  have  been  sold  at  56s. 
spot,  being  steady.  For  January-February  shipment  47s., 
c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 

The  exports  of  Japanese  wax  from  Japan  to  various  countries 
from  1899  to  1901  was  as  follows  : — 


dpprlan  Essential  ©Us. 


Australia  . . 
Austria-Hungary. . 
Belgium    . .       . . 
British  India 
China        . .       . . 
Dutch  Indies 
France 
Germany 
Great  Britain 
Hong-Kong 
Italy 

Philippines 

U.S. A  

Other  countries    . . 


1901 


Quan- 
tities 


Kin 
53,313 
62,971 
23,461 
88,943 
13,802 
33,463 
24,467 
470,872 
70,714 
2.461,091 


Value 


Yen 
7,599 
9,878 
3,401 
13,267 
2,151 
4,960 
3,555 
70,301 
11,217 
371,379 


277.098  43,457 
461,546  67,943 
7,571  1,255 


1900 


Quan- 
tities 


K'n 
34,169 
79,506 
23,750 
81,608 
22,622 
82,674 
46,449: 
382,172 
117,773 
2,531,570, 
17,232 
109,769 
165,313 
7,4501 


Value 


Yen 

5,020 
12/10 

3,527 
13,111 

3,383 
13,110 

7,354 
58,192 
18,841 
380,109 

2,633 
17.370 
25,647 

1,117 


4,049,317  610,353  3,702,087,  561,428  4,569,613  642,211 


1899 


Quan- 
tities 


Kin 

69,343: 

47,1271 
103,262' 
123,454, 
170,381  i 

17,800 

12,879| 
638,134; 
153,189! 
2,825,152' 
8,099  i 

31,870 
353,246, 

10,677 


Value 


Yen 
9,011 
6,131 
14,310 
17,471 
25,533 
2,755 
1,813 
87,895 
22,636 
397,637 
1,222 
4,621 
49,656 
1,520 


[Kin=l-31K;  Yen=2s.  OJtf.] 


Italian  Borax  and  Boric  Acid. 

The  export  of  borax  from  Italy  last  year  was  947  quintals  only 
(of  which  Leghorn  supplied  357  quintals),  against  3,735  quintals 
in  1900.  The  export  of  crude  boric  acid  was  19,955  quintals, 
against  15,522  quintals  in  the  previous  year,  of  which  19,591 
quintals  was  shipped  from  Leghorn.  The  most  important  borax- 
mines  in  the  Leghorn  district  are  near  Cecina,  from  whence  999 
quintals  of  refined  boric  acid  was  exported.  The  production  of 
the  works  situated  near  Pomarance  (also  in  the  Leghorn  district) 
amounted  to  19,236  quintals  crude  boric  acid,  2,286  quintals  refined 
boric  acid,  and  5,440  quintals  of  refined  borax. 

Ceylon  Produce. 

The  exports  of  produce  from  Ceylon  during  the  past  nine 
months  (January  to  September)  show  a  considerable  fall  in 
cinchona,  the  figures  being  :  1902,  361,297  lbs. ;  1901,  492,702 lbs.; 
1900,  400,854  lbs.  In  cardamoms  there  is  an  advance  of 
126,000  lbs.  from  345,457  lbs.  for  last  year,  which  was  ahead  of  its 
predecessor.  As  we  have  stated  on  more  than  one  occasion,  the 
cultivation  of  cardamoms  in  Ceylon  is  increasing,  and  so  long  as 
prices  are  maintained  they  will  be  looked  upon  as  a  profitable 
adjunct  to  tea.  The  exports  of  cinnamon  bark  and  leaf  oil  have 
increased  from  50,000  oz.  to  96,000  oz.  in  the  nine  months,  but 
citronella  has  declined  by  about  100,000  oz.  in  the  same  period. 
Tea,  coffee,  and  cocoa  were  all  exported  in  increased  quantities, 
the  figures  for  tea  showing  an  advance  of  6,000,000  lbs. 


BY  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  T.  Worthington,  of  the  Commercial 
Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  we  have 
been  enabled  to  peruse  a  copy  of  the  annual  report  of  the 
Cyprus  Department  of  Agriculture  for  1901-02.  The  report 
contains  some  interesting  information  regarding  the  produc- 
tion and  sale  of  red-thyme  oil,  marjoram  oil,  and  otto  of 
roses  in  Cyprus.  In  1899-1900,  237  lbs.  of  red-thyme  oil 
was  distilled  and  sold  in  England  at  3s.  per  lb.,  leaving  a 
net  profit  of  11Z.  9s. ;  in  1900-01  the  quantity  sent  to  London 
amounted  to  615  lbs.,  which  realised  19/.  4s.  4«/.,  selling  at 
3s.  per  lb.  In  1901-02  the  production  amounted  to  1,086  lbs., 
and  the  net  profit  realised  was  46/.  2s.  8d.  From  this  profit 
13/.  was  paid  to  the  Forest  Department  for  fees  on  collection 
of  the  origanum  and  fuel  from  the  Government  forests,  and 
the  remainder  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Department. 
Of  the  above-mentioned  1,086  lbs.  of  oil,  871J  lbs.  was  sold 
in  London  at  3s.  per  lb.,  and  the  remaining  214J  lbs.  was 
sold  in  Leipsic  at  lOf.  per  kilo.,  or  3s.  l\d.  per  lb.  The 
Director  writes  very  optimistically  concerning  the  future  of 
this  industry,  and  reports  that  it  has  been  established  on  a 
sound  basis  and  is  progressing  rapidly.  The  price  obtained 
seems  a  very  fair  one  considering  that  pure  oil  of  thyme  is 
quoted  in  the  open  market  at  less  than  5s.  per  lb.  The  great 
danger,  of  course,  lies  in  over-production,  and  as  cultivation 
extends  prices  will  probably  recede.  Origanum  is  to  be 
found  at  present  growing  wild  only,  principally  in  the 
forests.  The  quantity  growing  is  large  enough  to  yield  a 
much  greater  quantity  of  oil  than  that  distilled  last  year 
and  the  Director  believes  that  in  view  of  the  profits  to  be 
derived  from  the  industry  the  plant  could  be  profitably 
cultivated  in  various  parts  of  the  island,  its  propagation  from 
seed  being  easy.  Regarding  marjoram  oil,  the  Director  of 
Agriculture  writes — 

At  the  request  made  last  year  by  a  large  firm  in  Leipsic  I 
propose  to  prepare  and  send  them  this  year,  as  an  experiment,  a 
small  quantity  of  a  kind  of  marjoram  oil.  If  a  good  market  could 
be  secured  for  this  oil,  the  distillation  of  the  plant,  which  grows 
abundantly  in  the  forests  of  the  Kyrenia  and  Paphn  districts, 
could  also  be  made  a  local  industry,  which  would  afford  labour  to 
the  poor  people  of  some  of  the  villages  in  those  districts. 

A  small  quantity  of  otto  of  roses  continues  to  be  produced 
yearly  at  Milikouri,  and  new  plantations  of  the  damask  rose 
(for  distillation)  have  been  made  in  the  Marathasa  villages, 
and  especially  at  Pedoula  and  Milikouri,  the  two  most 
important  centres,  where  the  cultivation  of  this  rose  and  the 
production  of  rose-water  are  carried  on.  A  large  plantation 
of  damask  rose  was  also  made  last  year  near  Prodromos  by 
a  land  proprietor,  who  was  persuaded  to  make  the  produc- 
tion of  otto  of  roses  a  business. 

The  imports  of  American  ginseng  into  Ichang  during  1901 
amounted  in  value  to  62,598/.,  against  54,757/.  in  1900. 

Dylissia. — The  Vinolia  Company  (Limited),  Maiden  Crescent, 
London,  inform  us  that  they  have  acquired  from  the  liquidator  of 
Messrs.  Durant  &  Co.  (Limited1,  proprietors  of  "Dylissia"  pre- 
parations, the  assets  of  that  company,  including  stocks,  goodwill, 
and  trade-marks,  and  that  they  will  in  future  execute  all  orders 
for  these  goods. 

Note  This. — Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons  inform  us  that  it  has 
come  to  their  notice  that  a  man  named  Maccabee,  who  sometimes 
uses  the  name  of  Carter,  is  calling  on  chemists,  representing  that 
he  is  in  their  employ,  and  soliciting  orders  on  their  behalf.  Messrs. 
Maw  have  no  knowledge  whatever  of  the  man,  and  there  has  been 
no  change  in  their  representative  staff. 

Wagner  v.  The  Cologne  Syndicate  (Limited). — Before  Mr. 
Justice  Swinfen  Eady  on  December  18,  Mr.  Martelli  asked  leave 
to  serve  short  notice  of  motion  to  restrain  the  defendants  from 
acting  upon,  or  dealing  with,  an  instruction  in  writing,  signed  by 
the  plaintiff  on  November  25,  whereby  he  purported  to  agree  to 
sell  his  eau  de  Cologne  business  to  the  defendants,  or  from  adver- 
tising or  announcing  that  they  had  acquired  the  agency  from  the 
plaintiff,  and  from  parting  with  or  making  any  use  of  the  docu- 
ment. The  defendants  had  promoted  a  company  and  issued  a 
prospectus,  in  which  they  said  they  had  purchased  the  original 
business,  and  alleging,  among  other  things,  the  transfer  of  the 
London  agency.  Mr..  Geo.  Lawrence  appeared  for  the  defendants. 
His  Lordship  did  not  think  the  matter  sufficiently  urgent  for  short 
notice. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Duty-free  Alcohol  for  Industrial  Purposes. 

Sir, — Manufacturers  who  have  been  anxiously  awaiting 
-permission  to  use  duty-free  alcohol  for  manufacturing  pur- 
poses have  been  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  contents  of  a 
letter  which  appeared  in  the  Times  of  December  15  in 
reference  to  regulations  for  the  use  of  duty-free  alcohol  at 
universities,  colleges,  &c,  for  research  and  teaching  purposes. 
Although  it  is  quite  easy  to  judge  from  those  regulations 
that  the  concession  is  intended  to  be  very  limited  in  scope, 
and  can  be  supervised  by  the  Excise  with  ease  and  at  little 
•expense,  still  one  sees  at  a  glance  the  futility  of  granting 
the  use  of  duty-free  alcohol  for  research  when  the  true  final 
object  of  all  research— namely,  facilitating  industrial 
pursuits  and  advancing  trade — cannot  be  promoted  in  this 
•country  under  the  existing  conditions.  The  use  of  alcohol 
and  encouragement  of  and  facilities  for  research  in  England 
■only  mean  (as  in  the  last  half  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
•and  particularly  in  the  aniline-dye  industry)  a  real  assis- 
tance to  the  manufactures  and  trade  of  competing  countries. 
His  Majesty's  Government,  through  the  Inland  Revenue, 
•having  determined  to  recognise  the  necessity  for  the  use  of 
pure  alcohol  for  research  purposes  "  because,"  to  quote  the 
letter  of  Sir  H.  E.  Roscoe  and  Dr.  H,  B.  Dixon  appearing  in 
"the  Times,  "the  alcohol  thus  used  is  either  destroyed  or 
rendered  useless  for  potable  purposes,  and,  in  the  second 
place,  because  no  such  duty  is  paid  in  Germany,  France,  or 
*the  United  States,  and  thus  the  British  is  heavily  handi- 
capped as  against  the  foreign  worker,"  how  much  more 
should  it  recognise,  with  one  proviso,  the  use  of  duty-free 
alcohol  for  manufacturing  purposes  ?  The  one  proviso  is 
"that  the  revenue  shall  nob  suffer.  How  would  it  suffer  ? 
The  Finance  Act,  1902,  states  that  the  applicant  for  the 
use  of  duty-free  alcohol  for  manufacturing  purposes  will 
from  time  to  time  pay  any  expenses  that  may  be  incurred  in 
placing  an  officer  in  charge  of  his  premises.  The  amount 
that  might  be  lost  in  spirit-duty  should — at  any  rate,  after 
a  few  years — be  made  up  in  income-tax  duty,  because  the 
use  of  duty-free  alcohol  would  unquestionably  result  in  the 
establishment  of  industries  in  this  country  of  great  and  far- 
reaching  importance  which  have  hitherto  not  been  practic- 
able. I  would  ask  your  readers  to  consider  carefully  the 
quotations  from  the  Customs  Consolidation  Act,  1876,  con- 
tained in  the  letter  addressed  to  those  interested  in  the 
subject  by  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry  and  Chemical  Section  of  the  London  Chamber  of 
■Commerce  [the  quotations  are  given  in  an  Editorial 
article].  That  the  Treasury  recognises  the  possible 
•damage  to  its  revenue  by  the  importation  of  substances  pre- 
pared from  alcohol  is  obvious,  and  one  has  only  to  enumerate 
such  articles  as  many  aniline  colours,  pyrogallic,  gallic,  and 
tannic  acids,  phenacetin,  and  other  substances  of  consider- 
able industrial  and  technical  importance,  to  see  what  in- 
dustries might  be  created  in  this  country,  if  (and  this  is  the 
sad  reflection)  the  concession  has  not  already  been  too  long 
delayed.  Faithfully  yours, 

John  C.  Umney, 
Chairman  of  Chemical  Section  of 
London  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

South wark,  S.E.,  December  16. 

Standards  for  Medicines. 

Sir, — In  the  important  paper  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney,  on 
•standards  for  medicines  and  the  discussion  thereon,  there 
are  some  points  to  which  I  should  like  to  draw  attention  In 
his  reply  to  the  discussion,  Mr.  Umney  arranged  drugs  into 
four  classes,  and  in  the  first  class  defined  those  in  which  the 


action  is  due  to  one  alkaloid,  the  chemical  and  therapeutic 
properties  of  which  are  well  recognised,  in  which  case  one 
might  as  well  do  away  with  the  galenical  preparations 
altogether,  and  replace  them  by  solutions  of  the  alkaloids. 
This  class  was  confined  to  nux  vomica,  and,  with  reserve,  to 
coca  and  cantharides.  It  seems  to  me  that,  in  view  of  recent 
researches,  the  following  drugs  might  be  placed  unreservedly 
in  that  class  : — Belladonna,  Calabar  bean,  conium,  jaborandi, 
ipecacuanha,  aconite,  hyoscyamus,  and  coca  and  cantharides, 
as  before  mentioned  by  Mr.  Umney.  The  full  reasons  and 
authorities  why  these  should  be  placed  in  this  class  would 
exceed  the  limits  of  a  letter,  and  I  confine  myself  to  two 
instances  which  particularly  concern  myself — viz.,  jaborandi 
and  aconite. 

In  the  British  Medical  Journal  (October  13,  1900)  *  Pro- 
fessor Marshall  and  I  showed,  we  trust  conclusively,  that  the 
galenical  preparations  of  jaborandi  are  unreliable,  and  un- 
necessary, as  the  whole  therapeutic  action  of  jaborandi  can 
be  obtained  by  pilocarpine,  which  might  therefore  be  used 
in  placed  of  any  galenical  preparation.  Solutions  of  pilo- 
carpine salts  are  not  precipitated  by  alkalies,  as  is  the  case 
with  solution  of  strychnine,  a  factor  which  precludes  its 
employment  in  certain  cases  when  tr.  nuc.  vomicae  must  be 
used  in  its  place.  Messrs.  Farr  and  Wright  also  allude  to 
jaborandi  as  a  drug  capable  of  standardisation  by  the  deter- 
mination of  the  total  alkaloid.  The  fallacy  of  this  factor 
was  shown  in  the  paper  cited,  when  two  preparations  of  ext. 
jaborandi  liq.  gave  021  per  cent,  and  0  25  percent,  total  alka- 
loid respectively,  but  one  yielded  no  crystalline  pilocarpine 
nitrate,  and  the  other  0  082  per  cent.  Of  one  (that  first 
mentioned)  20  c.c.  (340  minims)  produced  no  effect,  whilst 
of  the  other  15  c.c.  (255  minims)  was  required  to  give  a 
distinct  pilocarpine  action.  The  B.P.  dose  is  5  to  15  minim?. 
Of  another  preparation  more  than  1  oz.  was  required  to 
produce  a  slight  effect,  yet  it  gave  on  analysis  0  34  per  cent, 
total  alkaloid.  It  is  therefore  very  clear  that  in  the  case  of 
jaborandi  the  proportion  of  total  alkaloid  present  is  no 
criterion  of  the  activity  or  therapeutic  value  of  the  drug. 

Pilocarpine  itself  is  an  alkaloid  readily  controlled  for 
purity  by  the  constants  of  the  various  salts  which  have  been 
accurately  determined  and  confirmed  by  different  observers, 
and  the  salts  are  readily  available  in  a  pure  state  conforming 
to  the  requirements  suggested  by  me  three  years  ago.  I 
cannot  understand,  therefore,  why  a  preparation  of  varying 
strength,  containing  a  large  proportion  of  inert  matter,  and 
which  is  not  capable  of  standardisation  by  any  convenient 
method,  should  be  used  when  the  alkaloid  itself  is  available. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  this  connection  the  Inter- 
national Conference,  which  recently  met  at  Brussels,  resolved 
not  to  include  a  preparation  of  jaborandi,  and  I  should 
strongly  urge  that,  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  pilocarpine 
nitrate  should  be  the  official  salt,  and  all  galenical  prepara- 
tions of  jaborandi  be  abandoned. 

Another  important  alkaloid  to  which  the  above  remarks 
also  apply  is  aconitine,  which  possesses  special  interest  since 
the  work  on  this  alkaloid  was  done  in  the  same  building  in 
which  Mr.  Umney 's  paper  was  read,  and,  furthermore,  that 
Mr.  Umney  himself  aided  in  the  researches.  It  has  been 
shown  that  the  total  alkaloid  of  aconite  is  an  absolutely 
worthless  guide  as  to  the  amount  of  aconitine  contained  in 
the  drug  and  to  its  therapeutic  efficiency,  and  all  the  pro- 
cesses proposed  for  the  assay — e.g.,  determination  of  acetic 
acid,  &c. — are  unsatisfactory.  No  method  is  at  present 
known  for  the  accurate  standardisation  of  aconite-root,  but 
is  it  necessary  1  The  physical  constants  of  aconitine  or  its 
salts  are  sufficient  to  enable  the  pharmacist  to  control  the 
purity  of  the  chemical,  and  there  seems  to  be  every  reason 
why  aconitine  should  replace  the  galenical  preparation. 

In  the  case  of  standardisation  of  drugs  containing  alka- 
loids it  is  much  more  important  to  adopt  a  method  of 
analysis  which  separates  the  active  principle  in  known  state 
of  purity,  and  thus  determine  it  approximately,  than  to  use 
an  apparently  very  accurate  method  which  does  not  take 
into  account  the  purity  of  the  resulting  product,  or  only  to 
a  limited  extent — i.e.,  by  titration  of  the  total  alkaloid.  The 
total  alkaloid  in  nearly  every  case  contains  a  varying  amount 
of  what  is  usually  termed  "amorphous  alkaloid,"  which 
causes  an  erroneous  interpretation  of  results.    In  the  great 


*  See  also  The  Chemist  and  Dbuggist,  October  20,  19C0, 
page  655.  . 
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majority  of  cases,  to  which  opium  is,  perhaps,  the  chief 
exception,  definitely  crystalline  substances,  the  purity  of 
which  is  easily  controlled,  and  which  can  be  absolutely 
relied  on  to  produce  a  definite  physiological  effect,  are 
infinitely  preferable  to  the  galenical  preparation  of  the 
crude  drug,  however  carefully  standardised.  It  is  only  in 
this  direction  that  any  advance  in  medical  and  pharma- 
ceutical science  can  be  made.         Yours  truly, 

H.  A.  D.  Jowett. 
6  King  Street,  Snow  Hill,  E.C.,  December  16. 

The  Ester-value  of  Lavender  Oil. 
Sir,— To  this  journal  (61,  1902,  168)  I  communicated  a 
note  on  the  ester-value  of  lavender  oil.  In  the  current  issue 
of  Messrs.  Schimmel  &  Co.'s  Trade  Report  a  couple  of  pages 
are  devoted  to  a  defence  of  the  ester-value  as  a  means  of 
valuation  of  the  oil,  concluding  with  the  words,  "  After  these 
explanations  we  may  consider  the  ester-question  as  settled 
once  for  all."  If  one  were  not  aware  that  Messrs.  Schimmel 
&  Co.  meant  to  be  serious  in  the  matter,  one  could  only  smile 
at  the  illogical  way  they  have  of  killing-off  their  opponents. 
It  is  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference  to  everyone  except 
themselves  whether  Messrs.  Schimmel  &  Co.  consider  the 
question  settled  once  for  all  or  not.  I  have  the  temerity  to 
still  differ  from  them  on  the  question.  But  it  is  impossible 
to  discuss  any  matter  on  which  a  difference  of  opinion  exists 
under  such  conditions,  for  not  one  single  argument  I  adduced 
in  the  paper  above  referred  to  is  even  tentatively  rebutted  by 
Messrs.  Schimmel  &  Co. :  they  content  themselves  with  mere  flat 
contradiction,  and  an  anonymous  letter  from  a  French  distiller 
who  is  sure  my  results  are  incorrect !  I  will  sum  up  the 
position  in  a  few  words  from  my  own  point  of  view ;  and 
when  it  is  remembered  that  I  have  no  interest  in  creating 
any  imaginary  scientific  standard,  nor  any  wish  so  to  divert 
a  trade  from  the  centre  of  its  production,  the  points  I  put 
forward  require  something  more  than  mere  contradiction.  It 
is  certain  that — 

1.  A  very  large  majority  of  the  best  distillers  in  the  South  of 
France  are  in  perfect  agreement  with  me  that  the  ester-value  is 
not  a  proper  basis  for  odour-value. 

2.  It  is  possible  to  buy  high  ester- value  oils  or  low  ester-value 
oils  from  reputable  sources  regularly  without  any  reference  to 
their  ester- contents. 

3.  It  is  admitted  by  everyone  who  has  had  much  experience  in 
lavender  oils  that,  as  Bertrand  Fils  say  in  their  Bulletin  (No.  2, 23), 
"  the  lavender  which  comes  from  the  high  mountains  of  the  Italian 
frontier,  and  which  all  judges  rightly  conclude  to  be  the  finest, 
and  to  give  the  highest  yield,  contains  a  proportion  of  ester  which 
rarely  exceeds  25  per  cent."  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  saying  that 
rombarel  Freres,  Lautier  Fils,  and  Jeancard  &  Gazan  are  in  perfect 
agreement  with  this  statement. 

4.  Mr.  J .  C.  Umney,  who  is  one  of  the  most  unbiassed  and 
ablest  exponents  of  the  ester  theory,  agrees  that  above  a  certain 
ester-percentage  the  oil  is  of  rank  odour. 

It  is  hardly  credible  that  anyone  could  calmly  write  in 
face  of  these  facts  (which,  I  merely  claim,  establish  a  good 
primd-facie  case)  that  the  "  ester  question  is  settled  once  for 
all'M  Ernest  J.  Parry. 

208  High  Street,  Borough,  S.E., 
December  13. 

The  P.A.T.A.  Convention. 

Sir,— I  have  read  the  account  of  the  above  with  great 
interest,  and  I  sincerely  trust  that  the  outcome  of  it  will  be 
of  lasting  benefit  to  the  trade.  I  was  glad  to  see  that 
Keating's  lozenges  and  Wright's  coal-tar  soap  were  to  be 
added  to  the  protected  list.  It  was  very  annoying  to  be 
frequently  asked  for  Z\d.  cake  of  Wright's  coal-tar  soap.  I 
hope  Mr.  Pears  will  speedily  follow  suit.  I  was  sorry  to  find 
that  the  good  intention  of  selling  21.  quantity  of  Keating's 
lozenges  was  overruled,  and  the  quantity  raised  to  51.  I  do 
not  think  the  offer  of  making  up  the  order  to  51.  with  insect- 
powder  is  any  advantage,  as  the  lozenges  are  a  winter 
article  and  the  powder  a  summer  one.  Keducing  the 
minimum  of  makers  from  51.  to  11.  would  be  a  boon  to 
thousands  of  the  smaller  craft,  and  help  to  make  the  com- 
petition in  those  kinds  of  things  a  little  fairer.  From  Mr. 
Beecham's  statement  it  would  appear  that  many  of  the 
retailers  were  satisfied  with  10  per  cent,  profit,  and  it  might 
be  inferred  that  all  who  sell  his  pills  get  at  least  that, 
whereas  it  is  only  those  who  can  buy  in  51.  lots  that  get 
even  that  wretched  pittance.        Yours  faithfully, 

Stratford,  December  16.  J.  E.  Eastman. 


Thanking  the  Givers. 

Sir, — May  I  suggest,  through  your  journal,  that  it  would  be 
a  very  reasonable  piece  of  courtesy  if  every  chemist  would 
write  to  such  firms  as  are  taking  measures  to  protect  their 
products,  and  thank  them,  giving  them  the  promise  not  to 
substitute  1  This  promise  is  theirs  by  right ;  they  have  done 
their  part.  I  trust  every  loyal  chemist  will  do  his.  This 
procedure  will  prove  oar  appreciation  of  voluntary  good  will 
efforts  on  the  part  of  the  manufacturers  in  question. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Tunstall,  December  15.  S.  C.  McKee. 

Tardy  Invoices. 

Sir, — I  have  to  make  the  same  complaint  as  "  Pix."  I 
would  suggest  to  all  wholesale  firms  that  they  put  plainly  on 
all  hampers,  boxes,  &c,  the  price  of  such  packages,  so  that 
on  returning,  when  empty,  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  search 
invoices.  Let,  also,  other  pressing  reforms  be  at  once  carried 
out.  The  P.A.T.A.  manufacturers  and  proprietors  should 
bear  in  mind  that  many  of  us  have  been  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century  or  more,  before  cutting  was  ever  heard  of,  helpful 
distributors  of  their  articles,  and  the  least  they  can  do  in 
consideration  of  past  favours  is  to  support  us  in  our  present 
position  by  joining  the  P.A.T.A.  and  guaranteeing  a  reason- 
able profit.  W.  T.  Martin. 

Lewes. 

Letters  in  Brief. 

Soqparii/s  (159/64)  quite  endorses  "  Justitia's "  remarks 
anent  the  widespread  and  growing  practice  of  limited  com- 
panies to  employ  unqualified  managers.  They  are  to  be 
found  in  every  big  town,  and  a  prosecution  by  the  Society 
appears  to  have  few  terrors  for  them.  A  company  in  our 
correspondent's  neighbourhood  employs  at  its  branches  at 
least  five  unqualified  managers ;  some  of  them  pose  as 
qualified  men.  He  wrote  some  time  ago  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  calling  attention  to  this  irregu- 
larity, but  no  action  has  ever  been  taken.  "  Scoparius " 
considers  that  pressure  should  be  brought  to  bear  on  the 
Society. 

[Probably  the  reason  why  the  Society  did  not  take  action  was 
that  they  know  it  is  not  illegal  for  an  unregistered  person  to 
manage  a  pharmacy  or  drug-store.  — Editob.] 

Tynesider  (159/13)  writes  in  regard  to  the  pretensions  of 
certain  company-chemists,  who  advertise  that  they  have  a 
qualified  chemist  in  each  shop.  He  considers  this  is  not 
enough,  "  for  the  demand  of  the  law  is  not  that  a  chemist 
shall  be  employed  in  every  chemist's  shop,  but  that  no 
person  except  a  chemist  shall  conduct  the  sale  of  a  scheduled 
poison."  He  says  that  this  is  not  always  done  in  stores,  and 
he  suggests  that  individual  chemists  and  druggists  who 
desire  to  carry  the  war  into  the  camp  of  the  enemy  should 
attach  a  label  or  circular  after  the  following  style  to  every 
scheduled  poison  sold : — 

This  article  is  a  poison  within  the  meaning  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  and  can  be  sold  only  by  a  registered  chemist.  We  hereby 
guarantee  that  the  salesman  who  sold  this  article  to  the  buyer  is 
a  registered  chemist.  We  give  this  guarantee  with  every  poisonous 
article  sold  by  us.  As  it  is  to  the  interest  of  the  entire  community 
that  the  law  regulating  the  sale  of  poisons  be  strictly  enforced,  we 
solicit  you  to  trade  with  no  firm  which,  in  order  to  escape  detec- 
tion, declines  to  give  a  similar  guarantee. 

In  order  to  clinch  our  guarantee,  we  offer  to  the  buyer  of  every 
poison  (1)  name,  address,  and  signature  of  salesman  on  request ; 

(2)  the  opportunity  of  laying  the  same,  with  the  fact  of  the  sale, 
before  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  free  of  charge ; 

(3)  a  reward  of  10Z.  if  the  said  Council  shall  declare  that  the 
salesman  was  not  a  registered  chemist,  or  that  the  sale  was  in  any 
respect  illegal. 

A  notice  on  similar  lines  exhibited  in  the  shop  or  in  the  local 
paper  beside  the  advertisements  of  unfair  competitors  would 
also  be  effective.  "  Tynesider  "  respectfully  submits  this  out- 
line of  his  policy  to  criticism. 

Mr.  Thos.  B.  Robinson,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Haverhill, 
favours  us  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  he  has  sent  to  the 
Chatteris  Advertiser  in  reply  to  that  of  Mr.  Hall,  Coroner  of 
the  southern  division  of  Ely,  regarding  the  sale  of  salt  of 
lemon  (see  C.  $  D.,  November  29,  page  900).  The  follow- 
ing is  the  most  effective  part  of  Mr.  Kobinson's  letter  :— 

Salt  of  lemon  consists  of  cream  of  tartar  16  parts,  binoxalate  of 
^potash  10  parts  (I  give  a  recognised  formula)^ -and  it  is  a 
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mechanical  mixture.  Binoxalate  of  potash  consists  of  the  oxalic 
radical  and  a  potash  base.  It  is  obtained  by  a  chemical  reaction, 
and  the  oxalic  acid  ceases  to  exist  as  such  ;  for  this  reason  salt  of 
lemon  does  not  come  under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  although  it  is  a 
dangerous  poison.  I  must  refer  Mr.  Hall  again  to  the  Pharmacy 
Act  Schedule,  part  2,  where  he  will  find — 

Oxalic  acid. 

Red  oxide  of  mercury  and  its  preparations. 

I  must  ask  Mr.  Hall  to  note  the  difference.  In  the  case  of 
oxalic  acid  nothing  is  said  about  its  preparations  (that  is,  prepara- 
tions made  from  it).  Now,  if  it  is  necessary  to  mention  these  (of 
mercury)  to  bring  them  within  the  Act,  is  it  not  so  in  the  case  of 
oxalic  acid '?  Again,  in  the  Irish  Pharmacy  Act,  passed  some  years 
after  that  of  Great  Britain,  we  find  oxalic  acid  and  all  oxalates. 
For  what  reason  was  this  done  ?  The  only  answer  can  be, 
Because  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  frame  this  Act,  knew  of  and 
admitted  the  omission  in  the  older  Act.  I  find  also  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  proposed  in  1886  that  this  very  salt  should  be 
placed  in  the  schedule,  but  the  Privy  Council  did  not  agree  to  it. 
If  the  salt  was  already  liable  under  oxalic  acid,  would  the  Council 
have  made  this  proposal,  and  would  not  the  Privy  Council 
authorities  have  pointed  out  the  error  they  were  making  ?  The 
Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  also  informed  me 
that  "  salt  of  lemon  does  not  appear  to  be  a  poison  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act." 


Dispensing  Notes. 


A  Changeable  Ointment. 

Sir, — Please  inquire  through  your  valuable  journal  if  it  is 
possible  to  turn  out  the  ointment  according  to  the  subjoined 
prescription  so  as  to  keep  its  colour.  By  dividing  up  the 
ointment  and  mixing  each  powder  separately  with  the 
boracic  ointment,  and  then  mixing  the  whole,  I  can  send  out 
a  white  ointment ;  but  it  gradually  changes,  and  when  I  had 
the  jar  returned  to  refill  the  remnant  was  a  deep  blue.  Mixed 
any  other  way  you  can  ge';  all  colours  of  the  rainbow. 

Yours, 

C.  Moore.  (147/16.) 

Quin.  hydrochlor   10  gr. 

Resorcin   10  gr. 

Hyd.  ammoniat.      ...       ...       ...  5  gr. 

Ung.  boracic   1  oz, 

Ft.  ungt. 

Modern  Prescribing. 

Sir, — -Appended  is  a  copy  of  a  prescription  received  to-day. 
It  is  a  sample  of  modern  prescribing.  Where  does  the 
chemist  come  in  1  Alfred  Croft. 

8  New  Broad  Street,  E.C.,  December  4. 

Soloid  chinosol,  175  (B.  W.  &  Co.)  ...    gr.  v. 
Mitte  12. 

Sig.  :  One  dissolved  in  4  oz.  of  tepid  water  to  be  used  as 
directed. 

Magues.  citrat.  efferves.  ("  Bishop's  "). 
Caps.  ol.  santali  ("  Savaresse  "). 

At  Messrs.  A.  &  S. 
Teevan's  Regency  urethral  syringe. 
Suspender  net  bag  with  elastic  insertion  (A.  &  S.). 
November  28,  1902.   ,  M.D. 

158/13.  B.  S.  A. — Sodium  bicarbonate,  water,  and  boro- 
glyceride  are  incompatible  because  the  alkali  neutralises  the 
boric  acid  liberated  by  the  water. 


Legal  Queries. 


194/35.  Gastro. —  Carbolic  toothache-jelly  is  not  a 
scheduled  poison,  because  it  is  not  a  liquid  preparation  of 
carbolic  acid.  This  is  a  ridiculous  position,  and  probably 
was  not  intended  by  the  Privy  Council  (which  formulated 
the  provision). 

143/47.  S.  V.  M.  asks  if  it  is  legal  to  compound  a  pre- 
scription containing  liquor  plumbi  jj.,  spt.  vini  meth.  §iv., 
aq.  Jxv.  Strictly  speaking  it  is  not,  but  we  do  not  think  the 
Excise  authorities  would  interfere,  especially  if  the  lotion 
were  labelled  "  Poison." 

147/13.  Bengal—  If  Rankin's  ointment  contains  a  poison- 
ous vegetable  alkaloid,  it  may  not  be  sold  by  an  unqualified 
person. 


146/27.  Veritas. — You  will  find  all  information  that  you 
require  under  "  Trade  Marks  "  in  the  Diary. 

148/5.  Quin. — (1)  Cocaine  is  certainly  a  scheduled  poison' 
being  included  in  "  poisonous  vegetable  alkaloids."  The 
sentence  quoted  was  a  slip.  (2)  Easton's  syrup  and  Fellows's 
syrup,  being  preparations  of  strychnine,  are  in  the  first  part 
of  the  poisons  schedule.  If  a  purchaser  asks  for  them  they 
must  be  treated  as  a  sale,  but  if  a  chemist  recommends  them 
they  may  be  entered  in  the  prescription-book. 

148/74.  W.  IT.— We  do  not  think  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  will  regard  the  omission  of  " 's "  from  Godfrey's 
cordial  as  taking  that  preparation  out  of  the  Act,  where  it  is 
specifically  mentioned  as  chargeable  with  duty  (see  The 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  1903,  page  520).  You 
might  submit  the  label  to  the  Board,  however. 

147/38.  TF.  L.  P. — (1)  You  will  find  the  lock  stopper 
described  in  the  C.  §  I).,  August  23,  page  335.  (2)  The 
simplest  way  to  make  shop-rounds  conform  to  the  poison 
regulations  is  to  secure  the  stoppers  with  leather  and  string. 
The  removal  and  retying  give  trouble,  but  that  is  a  most 
useful  precaution.  Another  plan  is  to  gum  strips  of  sand- 
paper on  the  back  of  the  bottles. 

153  61.  Pkmilx. — In  the  absence  of  any  agreement  the 
law  presumes  a  yearly  tenancy  determinable  by  six  months' 
notice,  expiring  on  the  date  when  the  tenancy  commenced. 
In  your  case  there  [appears  to  have  been  a  new  tenancy 
created  on  a  certain  December  1.  If  you  commenced  paying 
the  advanced  rent  as  from  December  1 — that  is,  if  you  paid 
the  first  half-yearly  payment  of  rent  on  the  following  June  1 
— then  we  should  say  that  the  landlord  is  entitled  to  six 
months'  notice  expiring  on  December  1,  the  date  when  such 
tenancy  commenced.  If  no  new  tenancy  was  created,  it 
would  be  a  question  when  the  tenancy  of  your  predecessor 
commenced,  because  you  apparently  took  over  your  prede- 
cessor's tenancy.  The  case  is  not  at  all  free  from  doubt, 
and  we  should  advise  you  to  consult  a  local  solicitor,  with 
whom  you  could  go  more  fully  into  the  details  of  the 
matter. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 


We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  1903. — Cod-liver 
oil  emulsion,  formula,  page  481.  For  tr.  benz.  co.  read  tr. 
benzoin,  simp. 

236/11.  G.  H. — Thanks  for  your  suggestion ;  we  prefer  to 
be  original. 

158/56.  C. — You  can  obtain  a  complete  collection  of  the 
drugs  and  allied  products  mentioned  in  the  Bible  from 
Messrs.  Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay  (Limited),  Birmingham. 

148/5.  Quin. — The  Glyoarin-ersim  formula  is  a  variation 
on  the  recipe  in  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas." 

149/34.  Antiseptic.  —  Prevention  of  Black-leg. — The 
disease  is  due  to  a  micro-organism  resembling  the  bacillus 
of  anthrax,  and  therefore  named  symptomatic  anthrax.  The 
relationship  may  be  compared  with  that  of  first  cousin  to 
anthrax,  in  its  sudden  appearance  and  fatal  consequences, 
but  is  not  nearly  so  infectious.  Because  in  certain  infected 
lands  it  takes  a  more  or  less  regular  toll  of  young  stock  (by . 
far  the  most  susceptible),  and  disappears  again  without 
treatment  or  preventive  measures,  or  reappears  despite  all 
precautions,  a  great  deal  of  superstition  has  grown  up 
around  the  subject,  and  in  some  places  it  is  called  "  pook," 
which  is  derived  from  "  Puck,"  whose  mischievous  pranks  it 
was  at  one  time  set  down  to.  The  practice  of  setoning  the 
dew-lap  has  still  many  adherents,  and  among  them  men 
upon  "  pooky "  lands  who  have  noted  the  losses  over  many 
years  when  setoning  has  been  practised  or  omitted.  The 
tape  is  dipped  in  turpentine,  or  ox-gall,  or  lin.  ammon. — any? 
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irritant  will  do — and  turned  from  time  to  time,  to  keep  up 
the  inflammatory  action  and  production  of  pus,  or  sero- 
sanguineous  discharges.  There  does  not  appear  to  be  any- 
authentic  case  of  an  animal  being  "struck"  while  such 
setons  were  active,  but  there  is  abundant  evidence  that 
setons  afford  no  lasting  protection.  The  custom  was  also  to 
give  a  purgative,  containing  a  proportion  of  aloes,  in  the 
spring  before  turning  out.  The  modern  school  advocates  the 
employment  of  vaccines,  and  there  is  no  doubt  Pasteur's 
black-leg  vaccine  has  saved  many  thousands  of  cattle  on  the 
Continent.  In  England  there  is  no  district  where  the  loss  is 
so  great  as  it  is  in  France,  and  it  is  a  question  whether  it  is 
worth  while  employing  the  vaccine  owing  to  the  risk  attendant 
on  inoculation. 

146,41.  Cherry. — Bleaching  Loofahs. — The  process  for 
bleaching  sponges  which  we  gave  on  October  4,  page  601, 
will  answer  for  loofahs.  The  bath  must  not  kept  acid  to 
avoid  the  deposition  of  manganic  oxide  on  the  fibre,  which 
would  give  a  brown  colour.  The  loofahs  should  be  well 
rinsed  after  the  bleaching-bath. 

152/37.  J.  H.  S. — Movmtant. — We  must  refer  you  to  the 
note  we  gave  on  Higgins's  mountant  in  the  C.  %  D., 
February  23,  1901,  page  338.  In  this  class  of  mountant 
dextrine  is  used. 

161/27.  Menisaus  (Barcelona).- — (1)  We  are  not  acquainted 
with  the  composition  of  the  honey-flavour  called  "  ethylia." 

(2)  Syr.  Calcii  Phosp. — The  following  is  an  alternative 
recipe  to  the  one  given  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  : — ■ 

Calcii  phosp   5j- 

Syr.  simpl.     ...       ...       ...       ...  3vj. 

Ac.  phosp.  cone  5iss- 

Warm  together  till  solution  tabes  place,  then  add— 
Syr.  simpl  ai         ...       ...       ...  §vj. 

(3)  The  Roberts  filling-machine  which  is  advertised  in  The 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  1903,  page  72,  will  suit 
your  requirements.  (4)  The  ink  for  filling  in  the  divisions 
on  burettes  or  thermometers  is  made  by  dissolving  sealing- 
wax  of  the  required  colour  in  spirit. 

2.    A.  P.  (Salzburg). — Hair-dyes: — 


Black. 


(1) 


(2) 


Ac.  pyrogallic. 
Ac.  nitric,  dil. 
Aquce  ad 

Argent,  nitr.  .. 
Cupri  sulph.  .. 
Liq.  ammon.  .. 

Aquae  ai 


gr.  xx. 
rt\y. 

In- 

gr.  vj. 
gr-  j- 

q.s.  to  redissolve 
the  precipitate 

3i- 


Brown. 

Argent,  nitr.  ...       ...       ...       ...  5iss. 

Liq.  ammon.  ...       ...       ...       ...    q.s.  to  redissolve 

the  precipitate 
Aquae  al       ...       ...       ...       ...  §iv. 

In  the  case  of  the  black  dye,  No.  1  solution  is  applied  to  the 
hair  previously  freed  from  grease,  and  then  No.  2  is  used. 
A  large  toothbrush  or  the  special  brushes  sold  for  the  pur- 
pose is  kept  for  each  solution. 

150/59.  R.  H.  R. — (1)  Income-tax  overpaid  is  recover- 
able, but  in  your  case  it  seems  you  are  not  able  to  prove 
what  your  income  really  was.  (2)  One  of  the  best  systems 
of  bookkeeping  for  the  purpose  of  income-tax  returns  is 
McQueen's  "  ABC  System "  (60  Lower  Addiscombe  Road, 
Croydon).  The  book  costs  li.  6i.  (3)  Stocktaking  is  neces- 
sary to  show  the  true  financial  position  of  a  trader ;  but  in 
the  case  of  a  small  chemist's  shop  the  stock  can  generally 
be  accurately  estimated. 

151/23.    O.  C.  V. — Ballroom-floor  Powder: — 

Hard  paraffin  1  lb. 

Powdered  boric  acid  7  lbs. 

Oil  of  lavender        ...       ...       ...    1  dr. 

Oil  of  neroli  20  in 

Melt  the  paraffin  and  add  the  boric  acid  and  the  perfunes.  Mix 
well,  and  sift  through  a  ^j-inch  me9h  sieve. 


149/42.    Jonathan. — Backache  and  Kidney  Mixture  : 

Potass,  acet  5vj. 


M. 


Potass,  nitr.  ... 
Spt.  juniperi  ... 
Tr.  scillse 
Dec.  scoparii  ad 


5hj- 

3i- 

Sss. 
Oj. 


Dose  :  One  to  two  tablespoonf  uls  twice  a  day,  in  water. 

146/63.  H.  B.  P. — Black  Stamping-ink  for  hosieiy. — 
The  ink  generally  used  is  a  form  of  gas-tar  diluted  with 
olive  oil,  but  this  will  not  (dry  as  quickly  I  as  you!  require. 
Perhaps  if  the  olive  oil  is  replaced  by  a  light  tar  oil  it  would: 
be  an  improvement.  The  aniline  marking-ink,  the  formula 
for  which  was  given  in  the  C.  $  B.,  October  26,  1901, 
page  705,  is  better,  but  may  be  too  expensive. 

152/35.  J.  W. — Sir  Wm.  Ramsay's  "  Gases  of  the  Atmo- 
spere  "  (Qs.,  Macmillan)  will  give  you  details  for  your  lecture 
on  the  air. 


Information  Supplied. 


TJng.  Conii  (Whitla). — Several  correspondents  supply 
references  to  this  in  Whitla's  "  Dictionary  of  Treatment " 
and  Whitla's  "  Materia  Medica,"  from  which  it  appears  that 
the  B.P.  formula  is  identical. 

Removing  Aniline  Marking-ink  Stains. — L.  B.  writes  r 
Re  answer  to  135/5  ("  Ben  Nevis  "),  C.  $  B.,  Sep- 
tember 12,  page  957,  I  have  never  found  an  aniline- 
marking-ink  which  the  following  treatment  will  not  easily 
remove :  Soak  fabric  for  ten  minutes  in  dilute  ammoniacal 
solution  of  potassium  permanganate,  wash  with  water  ;  soak 
for  two  minutes  in  dilute  solution  of  sulphurous  acid,  wash- 
with  water.  Repeat  whole  treatment  two,  three,  or  more 
times,  if  necessary,  till  the  marks  are  completely  obliterated 


Information  Wanted. 


160/27.    Address  of  maker  of  olive-oil  flasks. 

157/45.    Maker  of  Flagg's  pepper  bags  or  plasters. 

19/91.    Who  makes  "  Bronchols  "  (cough  lozenges)  1 

155/12.  Address  of  "Mercer  &  Co.,"  makers  of  a  gout  and! 
rheumatism  medicine. 

157/59.  Gale's  tincture  of  lycopodium  :  who  is  the  maker, 
or,  if  not  proprietary,  what  is  the  strength  ? 


Comlna  Events. 

Secretaries  should  send  us  notices  by  Wednesday  of  each  week- 


Tuesday,  December  23. 

Royal  Photographic  Society  of  Great  Britain,  66  Russell  Square- 
W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  C.  W.  Somerville  on  "  The  Conversion  of 
the  Silver  Image  of  Bromide  Prints  into  Platinum." 

Saturday,  December  27. 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Picca- 
dilly, W.  Christmas  lectures  adapted  to  a  juvenile  auditory. 
Professor  H.  S.  Hele-Shaw  on  "Locomotion — on  the  earth ; 
through  the  water;  in  the  air." 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Teesside  Chemists'  Association  will  be 
held  at  the  Corporation  Hotel,  Middlesboro',  on  January  14,  at 
8.30  p.m.  Col.  S.  A.  Sadler,  M.P.,  will  preside. 

The  annual  Junior  Pharmacy  Ball  is  to  be  held  in  the  Portman 
Rooms  on  February  25,  1903.  Mr.  Percival  Trick,  Salisbury 
House,  London  Wall,  E.C.,  is  the  Hon.  Secretary. 

The  London  College  of  Chemistry  annual  dinner  and  distri- 
bution of  prizes  will  take  place  at  the  Venetian  Chamber, 
Holborn  Restaurant,  on  January  31,  1903. 


